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Overcoming Blind Spots in Life:
A Lesson from Jephthah

432 Judges 11:1-11, 29-36; 12:1-6
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* The blind spots in our lives can bring danger when we overlook them.

* These blind spots aren’t formed by chance but rather through a mix of various
factors, often buried deep within us.

* A blind spot refers to those parts of our inner self, behaviors, or thoughts that
we are unable to see or recognize on our own.
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* These aspects often influence our decisions and actions, yet we may not be
aware of or fully understand them.

* As we grow, these blind spots accumulate and blend into the background,
making them challenging to notice or detect.




. H4E24%GHAYE? What Are the Blind Spots in Life?
1. 5 HITE WX Definition of a Blind Spot

eI [H] :
- BREEREBERNA ORISR EH . R

?maanums BEA, NETRIEE.

-BERABBRTEENGE. RKPHEE, EERBRAF
W%ﬁﬂﬂ

* Blind spots often conceal the darker sides of our inner selves—those mistaken
beliefs, values, or emotions that haven’t been illuminated by God’s light or

acknowledged by us.

* These blind spots may stem from past wounds, misunderstandings during
growth, or even self-protective defense mechanisms.
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* Hidden in every corner of our lives, blind spots are deeply rooted in our
character, emotional responses, and thought patterns.

* Our values and beliefs are often shaped by our upbringing, cultural
background, and external influences. When these beliefs are not aligned with
God's truth, they can become spiritual blind spots.
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« Spiritual blind spots often exist in our understanding of God, our relationships
with others, and our reactions to our surroundings. They may remain hidden
until a particular moment brings them to light.
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* 1 Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a
prostitute. 2 Gilead’s wife also bore him sons, and when they were grown up, they drove
Jephthah away. “You are not going to get any inheritance in our family,” they said,
“because you are the son of another woman.” 3 So Jephthah fled from his brothers and
settled in the land of Tob, where a gang of scoundrels gathered around him and followed
him.
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« 4 Some time later, when the Ammonites were fighting against Israel, 5 the elders of Gilead
went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 “Come,” they said, “be our commander, so we

can fight the Ammonites.”
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30 And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord: “If you give the Ammonites into my
hands, 31 whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me when |
return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord’s, and | will sacrifice it
as a burnt offering.”
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* 34 When Jephthah returned to his home in Mizpah, who should come out to meet him but his
daughter, dancing to the sound of timbrels! She was an only child. Except for her he had neither son
nor daughter. 35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes and cried, “Oh no, my daughter! You have
brought me down and | am devastated. | have made a vow to the Lord that | cannot break.”
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* One of Jephthah's blind spots was his lack of a deep understanding of God's
law.

* His vow reflected an unrenewed belief system in his heart. He sought to please
God in a worldly manner—similar to the sacrifices of the pagan nations—
rather than according to God's prescribed ways.




—s

HR#B{th BUS = ——PBL LI IS RS/l Jephthah's Blind Spot: The Crisis After Success
2. BBgB{tEAI AN EEF = Jephthah's Two Main Blind Spots

BR1: BENES: ARRNAAEHESE (11:30-31)

Blind Spot 1: Rash Vow — Offering a Sacrifice to God in the Wrong Way

- RIBEAEZE, MHAIERUAERES (B18:10) .

X ER SRRV KRHAEMEE, MRS LFIBAR.

O}E

 According to the Mosaic Law, God did not require human sacrifice as a burnt
offering (Deuteronomy 18:10).

« What God required from Jephthah was not a blood sacrifice, but faith and
obedience.
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* If a person serves God without following His truth, relying solely on their own
zeal, love, or sense of justice, they may become a reckless "Jephthah,"
causing harm to themselves and their families.
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» We need to recognize the blind spots in our faith and avoid falling into the
traps of legalism and superficial piety.
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* Blind spots can lead us to misunderstand God's will, falsely believing that we
can earn His blessings through "bargaining." What God truly delights in is our
obedience and sincerity, not blind vows or rituals.
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* 4 Jephthah then called together the men of Gilead and fought against Ephraim.
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* 6 Forty-two thousand Ephraimites were killed at that time.
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 When faced with criticism, Jephthah chose not to respond peacefully but
reacted out of anger.




—. BB E m——REIIERUEH Jephthah's Blind Spot: The Crisis After Success
2. BBgB{tEAI AN EEF = Jephthah's Two Main Blind Spots

BR2: KEWNES: SLURERRMZE (12:1-6)
Blind Spot 2: Uncontrolled Anger — The Conflict with the Ephraimites

- BR 35t Ry1R 48 R Ry 3R BAftE PO BRI BE & R 45

 Jephthah's emotional response revealed uncontrolled pride and anger within
him.
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* This reflected unhealed wounds in his life.
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» We need to face our inner wounds and seek healing from God.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
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» Though we cannot change the past, we can find healing and renewal in Christ,
breaking free from the shadows of the past.
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* If we don’t fully surrender these hurts to God but instead choose to suppress
or ignore them, these unhealed wounds will affect our emotions and reactions.




—. BB E m——REIIERUEH Jephthah's Blind Spot: The Crisis After Success
2. BBgB{tEAI AN EEF = Jephthah's Two Main Blind Spots

BR2: KEWNES: SLURERRMZE (12:1-6)
Blind Spot 2: Uncontrolled Anger — The Conflict with the Ephraimites

s XMEENAEEENSSERMNBEASHOENRN,
EFMBZMNSARRR.

* This hidden pain can sometimes lead us to respond in ways that are not
aligned with God’s will and may even impact our relationships with others.
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Continually Seek God's Guidance in Prayer
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 Jephthah's life reminds us that blind spots in our lives not only stem from past

hurts, false beliefs, or pride, but often emerge after success, bringing crisis
and destructive consequences.
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* Blind spots are not things we deliberately ignore, but rather arise
unintentionally due to inner darkness, false values, and unhealed wounds.
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* Blind spots are areas of weakness in our lives, but by God's grace, these

weaknesses are not unchangeable. While blind spots may bring crises in our
lives, God has not given up on us.
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* God desires to guide and transform us, freeing us from our blind spots, so that
we can live a life that is more pleasing to Him.
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 Today, we do not need to fight against our blind spots with our own strength.

We must draw near to God, humbly seek His guidance, surrender our lives into
His hands, and allow Him to illuminate and shape us.
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* As we grow through prayer, Bible reading, the support of spiritual companions,
and spiritual disciplines, God will gradually heal our blind spots, enabling us
to live more abundantly and reflect more of Christ’s likeness.
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1. Have you experienced blind spots in your life? Have there been habits, character traits, or beliefs you were
unaware of until someone pointed them out or God revealed them to you?

2. In what areas of our daily lives might we also misinterpret God’s will? What are some ways we can better
understand God’s purpose for us?

3. When Jephthah faced the challenge from the Ephraimites, he responded with anger. Have you ever reacted in
anger during a time of pressure or conflict? Looking back on such situations, what do you think you could
improve?

4. Blind spots can form for various reasons, such as past hurts, wrong beliefs, or pride. Which of these causes is
most challenging for you? How do you think you can overcome and grow in these areas with God'’s help?
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