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* The Book of Exodus begins with "Joseph... died" (Exodus 1:6), the Book of Joshua
begins with "Moses died" (Joshua 1:1), and the Book of Judges starts with "After the
death of Joshua” (Judges 1:1).

« God is the King who governs His people (Exodus 15:18), and no matter which spiritual
leader passes away, God will continue to arrange the most suitable way to lead His
people.

 After Joshua’s death, God raised up judges. The period from Joshua’s death to the
reign of Saul, about 300 years, is known as the "Era of the Judges."
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In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit. (Judges 21:25, 17:6)
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 Important Message: When the Israelites were oppressed due to their sin and
cried out to God, He brought about deliverance.

* Theme: Salvation in Turbulent Times — God provides deliverance in times of
chaos.
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* The original Hebrew term for "judge” refers to a "ruler" or "arbiter of justice."
Judges were chosen by God to render judgments and establish justice for the
Israelites.

 Judges also served as military leaders, guiding the Israelites in battle and
defending against foreign oppressors.
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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The Spiritual Crisis Brought by Incomplete Obedience
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« After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who will be the first to go
up and fight for us against the Canaanites?” The LORD answered, “Judah is to go; |
have given the land into their hands.” ...... The LORD was with the men of Judah.
They took possession of the hill country, but they were unable to drive the people
from the plains, because they had iron chariots.
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When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many
nations--the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and

stronger than you—

and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then you must destroy

them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy.

Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons,
for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD'S anger will burn against

you and will quickly destroy you.
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however, failed to dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem;

+1:27 BEAZAEHASMRAZZANER, AR MERN
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FHREBR, XKEZMEBARSZZ2HFHEER . But Manasseh did not

drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo and
their surrounding settlements,

«1:29 PUEESRAHE{EEERMBIE A . Nor did Ephraim drive out the

Canaanites living in Gezer,




-1:30 AR REEHECHERMERAAIER . Neither did
Zebulun drive out the Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol,

+1:31 ERRAERTaMEnNER, TEMNMTEENER,
o, THRESFESHER. Nordid Asher drive out those living in Acco
or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or Helbah or Aphek or Rehob,

- 1:33 Edh b FlisBEEBAREZTFATEHNIEER. Neither did Naphtali

drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath;
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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The Spiritual Crisis Brought by Incomplete Obedience
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 For those unaccustomed to hearing God's Word, abandoning Him is just a step
away.
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Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. - &+ 1:15

YHE VERY REAL
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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Living with the Canaanites — The Cost of Spiritual Compromise
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 The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, "l brought you up out
of Egypt and led you into the land that | swore to give to your forefathers. | said, 'l
will never break my covenant with you, and you shall not make a covenant with the
people of this land, but you shall break down their altars."' Yet you have disobeyed

me. Why have you done this?
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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Living with the Canaanites — The Cost of Spiritual Compromise
-+ 2:3 EEI|RNGE: ‘NN ENERTEL. SIS ER]]
BT RYRR, EMBHAMERINTINE. * 7

* Now therefore | tell you that | will not drive them out before you; they will be thorns
in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you."
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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Living with the Canaanites — The Cost of Spiritual Compromise
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 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. They
forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt.

They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They
provoked the LORD to anger
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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Living with the Canaanites — The Cost of Spiritual Compromise
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* |[dolatry cannot bring spiritual satisfaction; it only leads people deeper into despair,
ultimately resulting in destruction.
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation
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Living with the Canaanites — The Cost of Spiritual Compromise
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At that time, the Israelites were straddling both worlds, worshiping Yahweh while
also serving various gods to meet their own needs.

 On the surface, it seemed they had not forsaken God, but in reality, they had already
broken His covenant.




— N AN 8E
™~ =21

EERMAS

B &

EI]Q‘(/\

R A gE X E

SXESE

= 2= 1

- Ew\_‘l‘_
_;Z_}J:n_;]_

2B

, X 5
6:24

= =150,

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and Money. (Matthew 6:24)
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation

3. [5{ME &HBIETZ The Break in Faith Transmission
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- After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation
grew up, who knew nelther the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.
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Deuteronomy 6:6-7
THESE COMMANDMENTS

that | give you today are to be upon your hearts.

IMPRESS THEM

on your children.

TALK ABOUT THEM

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.

EH A1 6:6-7
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EH 512 Deuteronomy 6:6-9

8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind
them on your foreheads. ®Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
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Rebellion and Spiritual Backsliding - A Lost Generation

3. 15{ME &HBIET 3 The Break in Faith Transmission
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* Faith transmission is not solely reliant on teaching; it must
also come through the testimony of one's life and genuine
experiences with God.
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God's Mercy and Salvation — He Never Forsakes His People
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God's Mercy and Salvation — He Never Forsakes His People
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* In any era, any place, and for any of God's people, as long as they are willing to

repent and turn to Him, calling on His name and seeking His salvation, He will surely
intervene and help.
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God's Mercy and Salvation — He Never Forsakes His People
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God's Righteousness and Judgment — The Consequence of Rebellion
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* In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered
them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to
resist. Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to
defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress.




Proverbs 3:12

12 because the LORD disciplines those he
loves, as a father the son he delights in.
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God's Mercy and Salvation — He Never Forsakes His People

2. A SR KL God's Mercy and Salvation
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« Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.
...... Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them,
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Called to Be Spiritual Judges
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£ 1 Conclusion
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* The Book of Joshua is the "Book of Victory," while the Book of Judges is the "Book
of Failure," filled with records of God's people’s failures.

* However, in God's glorious plan, the Book of Judges is also a "Book of Salvation."
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« Although the Israelites repeatedly rebelled, God's mercy remained constant.
* In the midst of rebellion, God's mercy and salvation never change.

» God does not want His people to sink into sin; He is willing to carry out judgment to
discipline us, leading us to repent and turn back to Him.
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« We are called to be spiritual judges in this generation, bearing witness to God's truth

in our families, workplaces, and churches. We must pass on our faith and let the
next generation know about the works of Yahweh.
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 Let us remain vigilant in our daily lives, resisting the temptations of the world,
repenting and turning back to God. Relying on the power of the Holy Spirit, we can
become vessels of God, living out His love and being the light and salt in the lives of
others, helping those who are lost in darkness.
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1. What similar "compromises” or "neglects" do we have in our lives that might lead us away from God's will?
How should we face these challenges?

2. How do you personally understand the balance between God's judgment and mercy? How do you view God's

discipline and guidance in our lives?

In today's society, how can we as Christians be used by God to become spiritual leaders for those around us?

How can we actively pass on our faith within our families and churches? What practical ways can we

implement?

5. How do you assess your opportunities to witness for God in your family, workplace, and church? What specific
action plans can help you better fulfill this responsibility?
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