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The First, Second, and Third Epistles of John were written by the
Apostle John in his old age. The Apostle Paul is known as the Apostle
of Faith; the Apostle Peter is known as the Apostle of Hope; the
Apostle John is known as the Apostle of Love.
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In the Epistles of John and the Gospel of John, there are common
terms: love, light, life, truth, faith, knowledge, word, testimony, Father
and Son, life and death, true and false...
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* The First Epistle of John was written towards the end of the first
century, possibly between AD 85 and 90.

* The church was facing the rise of the heresy known as
"Gnosticism."
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The heresy of "Gnosticism” taught that "spirit is good and matter is
evil': How could a purely spiritual and good God create an evil
material world?
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"Gnosis" means "knowledge,” implying that salvation is achieved
through wisdom. Gnostics believed that the soul was imprisoned in
the body and required extraordinary wisdom to be released. Once the
soul was liberated, the body was deemed useless, leading to either
indulgence or asceticism.
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Gnosticism opposed the concept of the incarnation, denying that
Christ truly became flesh, considering it an illusion. They believed
that God's Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism and departed when
Jesus was crucified.
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« Warn believers to guard against heresies

* Remind them to have a close relationship with God and be assured
of their eternal life
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Chapters 1, 2 - God is Light; | Walk in the Light
Chapters 3,4 - God is Love; | Abide in Love
Chapter 5 - God is Life; | Live in Faith
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How God's Light Transforms Our Lives
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God is light; in him there is no darkness
at all.




fl/132 Genesis 1:3
“?Eﬂiﬁ= “Eﬁ%o 7 gﬁﬁ T%o
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.
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Jesus enters our lives, allowing us to see
our own darkness and rediscover who
we are. He helps us understand the
transience of this world and
the eternal home of God.
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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have
touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.
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Jesus answered, “l am the
way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
John 14:6
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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have
touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.
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We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also

may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.
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* God is light; in Him, there is no darkness at all. This is not just a statement of
faith but a way of life.

* We are called to leave the darkness and step into God's light, building an
intimate relationship with Him.

* Through fellowship with the Father and Jesus Christ, we experience abundant
joy. This joy is our strength and comfort in life.
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« With a grateful heart and firm belief in His truth, we walk in God's light every

day, drawing near to Him, experiencing His love and grace, and bringing this
light to our world.
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1. Have you ever contemplated the meaning of life?

2. Why does John emphasize his experience with the Word of Life so strongly? What is the purpose
of his sharing this Word of Life with us?

3. Why must those who fellowship with God walk in His light? How can one fellowship with God?

4. Is Jesus the light of your life? In the darkness of life, how can you rely on God and entrust your
concerns to Him?
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