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The Lord cares for
the afflicted
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* And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Let me go to the
fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in
whose eyes | find favor." Naomi said to her, "Go ahead,
my daughter.”
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® ““When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to
the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your
harvest.

e Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the

grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the
foreigner. | am the LORD your God.
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 So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind
the harvesters. As it turned out, she found herself working
in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of
Elimelech.
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(XVmig) 21:25
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Judges 21:25:
"In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit."

This was a dark period in Israel's history.
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* Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the
harvesters, "The LORD be with you!" "The LORD bless

you!" they called back.
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Only in Boaz's field do you see the widows comforted,
the poor assisted, the needy satisfied,
the weak strengthened, and the sojourners finding rest.
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* This shows that Boaz is a man who fears the Lord.
Moreover, although he is a wealthy man (verse 1), Boaz is
also full of kindness and willing to show grace.
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If anyone says, "I love God,” and hates

his brother, he is a liar; for he who does

not love his brother whom he has seen

cannot love God whom he has not seen.
1 John 4:20
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» Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, "Whose
young woman is that?" The foreman replied, "She is
the Moabitess who came back from Moab with
Naomi. She said, 'Please let me glean and gather
among the sheaves behind the harvesters.' She
went into the field and has worked steadily from
morning till now, except for a short rest in the
shelter."
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 So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind
the harvesters. As it turned out, she found herself working
in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of
Elimelech.
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» So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter, listen to me.

Don't go and glean in another field and don't go
away from here. Stay here with my servant girls.
Watch the field where the men are harvesting,
and follow along after the girls. | have told the
men not to touch you. And whenever you are
thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the
men have filled."
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* At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She

exclaimed, "Why have | found such favor in your eyes that
you notice me--a foreigner?”
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 Boazreplied, "lI've been told all about what you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your husband--how you left your
father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a
people you did not know before. May the LORD repay you for what
you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God
of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge."
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« Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in you

my soul takes refuge. | will take refuge in the shadow of
your wings until the disaster has passed.
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Ruth abandoned the false gods of Moab to trust in the true
God of Israel, the LORD.
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« By faith, she gave up the opportunity to return to her family and remarry.
« By faith, she left her parents and her familiar surroundings to accompany
her mother-in-law, Naomi, to live among a foreign people (the Israelites).

« By faith, she humbled herself and went to the fields to glean wheat to
provide for her mother-in-law.
- By faith, she demonstrated loyal love to her mother-in-law, Naomi.
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God and humans work together, collaborating in His divine plan.
God used Boaz to reward Ruth, show kindness to her, and bless her.
Through Boaz, God provided for Ruth, protected her, and comforted
her. Boaz hecame a channel of God's blessings and a conduit of His

grace. God, through Boaz's gracious words, soothed Ruth's heart.
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(@™ < At mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come

over here. Have some bread and dip
it in the wine vinegar." When she sat
down with the harvesters, he offered
her some roasted grain. She ate all
she wanted and had some left over.
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« So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter, listen to me. Don't go and
glean in another field and don't go away from here. Stay here with
my servant girls. Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and
follow along after the girls. | have told the men not to touch you.
And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars
the men have filled."
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* S0 Ruth gleaned in the field until
evening. Then she threshed the

barley she had gathered, and it
amounted to about an ephah.
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N + "The LORD bless him!" Naomi said to

20 % \\\ her daughter-in-law. "He has not stopped
showing his kindness to the living and
the dead.”" She added, "That man is our
close relative; he is one of our kinsman-
redeemers.”
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N + "The LORD bless him!" Naomi said to

20 % \\\ her daughter-in-law. "He has not stopped
showing his kindness to the living and
the dead.”" She added, "That man is our
close relative; he is one of our kinsman-
redeemers.”
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PN« Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-
2.\ AN in-law, "It will be good for you, my
daughter, to go with his girls,
because in someone else's field
you might be harmed."
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 So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz to glean
until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she
lived with her mother-in-law.
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* Falling from a wealthy household to having nothing creates a
vast disparity. This transition brings not only issues of food,
shelter, and clothing but, more importantly, psychological
challenges—how to humble oneself and adjust to the new
circumstances.
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* True faith demonstrates its power here, as faith endows people
with vitality, enabling them to maintain their will to survive
even in extreme hardship. Moreover, it allows them to
transcend the so-called "nobility" or "face" associated with
worldly concerns.
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 God will never abandon us in the difficulties of life, nor will He ignore
us when we have nothing. The faithful and merciful God absolutely

will not do so!

 On the contrary, He reaches out His loving hand to us in our darkest
and most helpless moments. As long as we are willing to reach out,
we can feel God holding us tightly, supporting us.

 The book of Ruth conveys this message precisely.
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E ?ﬁﬁ%‘s Self-reflection
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1. Have you ever experienced a fortunate coincidence? Please briefly describe.

2. From the conversation between Boaz and his servants, what can be inferred about his
character?

3. How does the Lord God show kindness to the afflicted Ruth through Boaz? How would you
show kindness to someone in need?

4. When Naomi sees the provision of the Lord God, how does she react?

5. From chapter 2, we see that the Lord God indeed cares for the afflicted. How do you expect
the Lord to care for your current difficulties: life, marriage or relationships, spiritual
matters, etc.? Please pray about this.
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