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God’s work continues
even in the darkest of times
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» those who doubted the existence of God in times without dreams,
visions, or prophets.
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* those who doubted the existence of God when their faith was tested
by a series of hardships.
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 those who questioned whether it is meaningful to maintain a life of
integrity amid hardships.
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 those who are reluctant to believe that grace could come to their
ordinary lives of faith.
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In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in
the country of Moab.
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Judges 21:25:
"In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit."

This was a dark period in Israel's history.
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« Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, Obed the
father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.
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Even in the most difficult times, God is still at work. Even
human sin is part of God's plan to manifest His glory.
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When you think He has distanced Himself from you, or even
abandoned you, the truth is that He is laying the foundation
for greater happiness in your life.
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In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in
the country of Moab.




If you follow my decrees
and are careful to obey my commands,
I will send you rain in its season,
and the gro\ nd v 2ld its crops
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When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by
providing food for them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return
home from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she
had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the

land of Judah.
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So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived

in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women
exclaimed, "Can this be Naomi?"
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"Don’t call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me Mara, because the Almighty
has made my life very bitter. | went away full, but the LORD has brought me
back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty
has brought misfortune upon me."
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Naomi held three unshakeable beliefs: that God exists, that God is supreme,
and that God is the one who allowed her suffering.
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You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
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When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by
providing food for them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return
home from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she
had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the

land of Judah.



g e Tl CPIR ) tc?ﬂ%?%, M EEFR 34t [o] SR 2B T
18, IEENFEIAZHIBHIZ.

So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her
daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.
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So Naomi returned from Moab

accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her
daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as

the barley harvest was beginning.
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1. Harvesting barley is a sign of
the Lord's favor. The famine has
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2. Naomi and Ruth returned just
in time for the barley harvest.
Neither too early nor too late, this
is God's provision.
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3. Harvesting is a season of joy,
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So Naomi returned from Moab
accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her
daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as
the barley harvest was beginning.
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| went away full, but the LORD has
brought me back empty.
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God's Sovereign Rule

* The Almighty God oversees all the
affairs of humanity, big and small.
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* No matter what doubts Naomi may
have, she never questions that God
is involved in every aspect of her
life, and no one can hold back the
hand of God.
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God's Sovereign Rule
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 God brings rain to humanity and

takes it away; He gives us life and
takes away life.
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All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does
as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of

the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him:
“What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35)
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unfathomable

« Sometimes God may appear to be
very ruthless.
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=« |n both the Old Testament and the

New Testament, we cannot find any

evidence to suggest that believers
will be exempt from suffering.
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The righteous person may have
many troubles,

but the Lord delivers him from
them all;

Psalm 34:19 (NIV)
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The will of God is
unfathomable
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1+ Never think that your past mistakes

mean there is no hope for your
future.
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* The sole purpose of God's actions
is for the happiness of His people.
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* In such a rebellious era of the
Judges' rule, God quietly paved the
way for |Israel's greatest king
through the tragedy of a family.
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“May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

(¥/Rom15:13)
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« May we see everything
that happens to us,
whether sorrow or joy, is
under God's control. He is
constantly at work for us,
preparing all that we need.
May we always have a
heart of gratitude.




God works even in the darkness
%1812 Ruth 1:1-5,22; 4:1317
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1. When have we ever lived in despair, feeling that God was absent from my life?

2. What is the most important thing to do in the darkest moments of life? Why?

3. Naomi said, "l went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me
Naomi, when the Lord has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity
upon me?" What understanding does she have of God? Is God really a God who causes
us to suffer? Why?

4. How does God listen to your prayers and supply your needs when you least expect it?
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