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In 2 Timothy 2:20-21, Paul tells us a
parable in the form of a word-picture.
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The pictures shows
a large house with
many vessels of
gold, silver, wood
and clay.
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It is not difficult to understand that
the owner of the big house will keep
the gold and silver vessels clean for

noble or special purposes, such as at
dinner.
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The wood and clay vessels are used for

common or dishonorable purposes,
perhaps in the kitchen or as garbage
can, or a dung tub.
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The large house represents the house of
God, that is the church, and the owner of

the house is the Lord Himself.

arlll e B B RERE, &L

LAY

The vessels are beleivers in the
church that the Lord wants to use.
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The point of this parable is that believers
are to be a vessel useful to the Lord.

IX L %%JIIEI'J =8

Let us take a closer look
at the meanings of these vessels:
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noble and ignoble articles (2:20)
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2 Tim 2 %% |In a large house there
are articles not only of gold and
silver, but also of wood and clay;
some are of noble purposes and
some for ignoble.
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In common sense, whether they are
gold, silver, wood, or clay vessels, each
is useful, otherwise the owner would
not keep them in the house, right?
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Therefore, some think that here Paul
is teaching us that every believer,
regardless of how big or small his/her
gift are in the family of God, each has
his own important role to play.
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Indeed, there are many Scripture
passages in the Bible that teach us that
there is no distinction of honor and
dishonor spiritual gifts, and that every
believer must do his/her part to serve
God.
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Moreover, doesn’t
2 Corinthians 4:7
say that we are
jars of clay?
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Does God despise jars of clay?
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2 Cor 47 But we have this treasure

in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and
not from us.
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In 2 Cor 47, clay jars refer to all believers
without distinction.
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2 Cor 47 is to show that every believers
have the glorious light of truth in them.
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In 2 Tim 2:20, Paul no longer uses jars of
clay to represent all believers.
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In 2 Tim 2:20, jars of clay
only represent a certain
type of believers.
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2 Tim 2:20 mentions of different types
of believers, not different spiritual gifts.
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In 2 Tim 2:20, it is crucial which
type of believers you are.
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Although Paul's analogy referred
to gold, silver, wood, and clay, in
his mind he has only two types of
believers: noble, and ignoble.
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(3¢5 2:16-19)

From the context, it is clear that the
“ignoble vessels” refer to believers
who had strayed from the truth.

(2 Tim 2:16-20)
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“Noble vessels” are believers who
do not depart from the faith, who
serve the Lord faithfully, and are
not deceived by false teachings.
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In today's Scripture text, Paul is
saying that God would use every
believer who is willing to break
away from being “ignoble”, be
cleansed, and become “noble”.
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Cleanse yourself from ignoble
living (2:21-22)
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2 Tim 2 21 If a man cleanses himself from
the latter, he will be an instrument for noble
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master
and prepared to do any good work.
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Vessels made of wood and clay cannot be
turned into gold and silver.
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Believers are not material vessels
made of gold, silver, wood or clay.
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Paul says that if a believer is willing to
“cleanse himself....(he/she) will be
an instrument for noble purposes”.
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ote that Paul says “cleanses himself

from the latter”, which is ignoble life

d

person lives.
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It is clear that Paul wants us to only be
noble vessels, not be ignoble ones.
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How to be a noble vessel?
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1. Cleanse oneself from ignoble things
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Here, Paul emphasizes our responsibility
is to keep ourselves cleansed.
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He wants us to cleanse ourselves

from ignoble things.
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he ignoble things Paul mentioned were
the false teachings that were spreading
at the time.

ESE = EI/JIE, EBHAH AR R
A SRR

It’s worth noting that false teachings are
not just mental mistakes.
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They are attitudes and habits that stem

from false teachings that need to be
cleansed out of our lives!
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If you come into the house dirty
after a day of working in the yard, you
wouldn’t lick yourself clean like a cat
does, would you?
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Rather, you would make use of soap and
water to clean yourself.
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Washing with soap and water
is one way of cleansing.
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God provided the blood of Christ as the

means of cleansing us from all our sins
(1 John 1:7, 9).
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we are completely clean the moment
that we trust in Christ as Savior.
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But living in this world, we stumble and
fall into sins, and get defiled.
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When we confess our sins, we cleanse
our defiled lives with the blood of Christ.
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Vessels of dishonor walk in the darkness
and do not cleanse themselves from sin.
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To be a vessel for honor, you must walk
in the light, confessing all known sin to
God.
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2. Flee the evil desires of youth
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2 Tim 2 222 Flee the evil desires of youth
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What are “the evil desires of youth”?
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“the evil desires of youth” describes
the desires and temptations that are
especially prominent when someone
is an adolescent or young adult.
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Sexual temptation, illicit pleasure of the
flesh, and a longing for fame and glory.
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The fact is that adults who do not grow
up spiritually will also live with “the evil

desires of youth”.
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You don’t outgrow sexual temptations!
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“fleeing” is sometimes seen as cowardly,
but a wise man knows that staying away
from temptations is the bravest action.
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was sexually tempted in the house of his
master Potiphar by Potiphar’s wife.
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Gen 39 122 She caught Joseph by his
cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!”
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How did the young man Joseph respond?
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Gen 39 125 he left his cloak in
her hand and ran out of the house.
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Joseph is a good example of fleeing from
the evil desires of youth.
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3. Pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace
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2 Tim 2 225 ... pursue righteousness,
faith, love and peace.
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You can’t just flee a sin, you must pursue
Godly characteristic as well:
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Righteousness - Conduct
that pleases God.
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Faith — Deep assurance in God no
matter what.
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Love — Personal affection toward
God and others.
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Peace — Have the right and harmonious
relationship with God and with others.
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Paul also reminds us to pursue “along

with those who call on the Lord out of
a pure heart” (2 Tim 2 2%¢),
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“those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart” are those whose mind is not set on
the flesh, and who do not live according
to selfish desires, but love the Lord.
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Paul says to pursue spiritual growth along

with such people.
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So, 3 conditions to be a noble vessel are:
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1. Cleanse oneself from ignoble things

2. JRiEE/ DA FAAR

2. Flee the evil desires of youth
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3. Pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace
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Useful to the Master (2:21b)
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2Ti 2 21 Those who cleanse themselves from
the latter will be instruments for special
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master
and prepared to do any good work.
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Every believer is a vessel. The purpose of
the a vessel is for the Master’s use, not
for display.
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But God uses only “noble” vessels.
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This is why Paul wants us to be “noble”
vessels.
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When we become “noble” vessels, we
have set ourselves apart and are useful
for the Lord's use.
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The Lord wants to use the noble

vessels that are his to “perform
every good work”.
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Are you already
a noble vessel of the Lord?
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Today we have learned that all believers
are vessels in the house of God.

——

1

BERATTERON AT AR ARAE,

H AR

Lo

God wants us to be vessels fit for his use.
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Which means that each of us has to be a
noble vessel.
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Some may feel that they are not
vet a noble vessel yet.
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Paul lists 3 ways to become noble vessels:
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1. Cleanse oneself from ignoble things

2. JRiEE/ DA FAAR

2. Flee the evil desires of youth
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3. Pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace
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Would you make becoming
a noble vessel useful to the Master
a part of your pursue this year?



