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Prepare God’s people
for works of services
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Today is our first Sunday into 2020.
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When we come to the last Sunday of 2020,
do you wish that Darwin Chinese Christian
Church will be different?
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Perhaps each of us is looking forward to
some improvements in the church.
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If so, that‘s a good thing, because it
means that we still love this family that
God has given us.
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This spiritual family is also the church of
God.
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God has His expectations for this family
too.
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Let's listen to God's expectations of us,
and then make His expectations as the
goal we pursue together in this one year.
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What kind of family
would God want us to be?
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Let's take a look from Ephesians 4:11-13.
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God’s gifts to the church (Eph 4:11)
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God not only set up His church
here on earth, He also gives gifts
to the church.
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Eph 4 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors

and teachers,
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Although some think that there are five
gifts mentioned here, most count four.
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“pastors” and “teachers” are regarded as
a single gift.
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This is not a comprehensive list of gifts, it
focuses primarily on gifts related to
God’s Word.
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This shows us how important the Word of
God is to His church.
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Let’s now take a look at the gifts
God has equipped the church with:
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(1) %€ the apostles (4:11)
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“apostles” originally means “specially sent

ones”’

vAE CIr2y) A R,

It is used in two senses in the
New Testament.
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First, it is used of the twelve apostles
appointed by Christ, along with the
apostle Paul.
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These apostles are different from
other disciples:
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They had seen the risen Christ;
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They were commissioned directly by Him.
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The Lord gave them the ability to

perform miracles to authenticate their
apostleship.
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He gave them the authority to found
the church and build it up.
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God inspired them to pen the bulk of
New Testament books.
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Because their role and qualifications were
unique, when they died, there were no
legitimate successors.
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The second usage of “apostles” refers to other
disciples sent by the above apostles or church
for some task.
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The first group of “apostles” is called the
“apostles of Christ Jesus” (Gal 1:1; 1 Pet
1:1).
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The second group is called the
“messengers / apostles of the
church” (Gal 1:1; 1 Pet 1:1).
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When the apostle Paul wrote the Book of
Ephesians, the apostles of Christ Jesus
were still living.
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Today, their authoritative witness and
message remain with us through the New
Testament.
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The role of the “prophets” is to convey
God’s specific messages to His people. This
includes prophets in the Old Testament.
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Eph 2:20 mentions of “the
apostles and prophets” :
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Eph 2 20 [the church is] built on the

foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone.
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The words of the prophets are also
recorded in the Bible.
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These days, there are some who go around

demanding to be recognized as “apostles”
and “prophets” of the church.
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Personally, | do not believe we should ever
accept them as such.
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God has already laid the foundation for

the church through the New Testament
apostles and prophets.
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We cannot add other foundations
to the foundation laid by God.
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These are individuals who go to places
where the gospel has not yet been
heard or established, and proclaim the
gospel and establish a local church.
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You might think of them as something

more along the lines of “missionaries”
and “church planters”.
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The work of “the evangelists” stands upon
the foundation of “the apostles and the
prophets”
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“pastors” and “teachers” (4:11)
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Grammatically, this should be two
functions of a gift — shepherding
and teaching.
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Today, these individuals include pastors
and other co-workers who are involved in
preaching and teaching ministry.
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Like the evangelists, their ministry stands
upon “the foundation of the apostles and
the prophets”.
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Next we will look at the purpose of
God giving these gifts to the church.
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God's direction for the church (Eph 4:12)
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We must not be content that in the church
we have these people whom God has
gifted, and expect them to do the work of
building up the body of Christ for us.
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What is the function of these people
mentioned in Eph 4:11 within the
church?
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Eph 4 12 to equip his people for works of

service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up
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If we read Eph 4:12 carelessly, we
might think that the “evangelists”
and the “pastors / teachers” are to
do three things listed in the verse:
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to equip God’s people;
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to do the works of service;
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to build up the body of Christ.
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But actually, the correct way to
understand this is that the
apostles, prophets, evangelists
and pastor/teachers are to equip
“God’s people”.
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Then, it is these equipped people of God
who are to do the works of service, and
to build up the body of Christ — with the
evangelists and pastor/teachers doing
the work along with them, because they
too are God’s people.
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The mission of the “evangelists” and the
nastors / teachers” is to teach and train
oelievers so that believers can rise to

narticipate in various ministries and

together, to build up the body of Christ.
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1 Pet 4:10 says every believer receives from
God at least a gift.
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Each of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
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Are you willing to be
a faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms?
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| hope this is the direction we
are pursuing in the new year.
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God's goal for the church (Eph 4:13)
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In previous point, we know the direction
we were to pursue: to do the works of
service, and to build up the body of

Christ.
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But, what is the purpose / goal of
we all doing this?
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Not only does God tell us what to do and
how to do it, He also sets the target
for the work!
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Eph 4 13 until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining
to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ.



i

i
<l

1 AL R, SR
I P R AL R T .

When you put together a jigsaw puzzle, it
helps to look first at the picture on the box.
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The picture on the box shows the final
result you want to achieve as you work on
putting the puzzle pieces together.
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Eph 4:13 is like the picture on the box,
showing us the final result we aim for as
we join our mind together, using the gifts
God has given us, to build up one another.
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Eph 4:13 contains three goals:
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all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge of the Son
of God (4:13)
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“the faith” refers to the essential truths
of the Christian faith
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So Paul is referring here to doctrinal unity
that comes about through the teaching of
the Word (4:11).
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The more that you understand of
God’s Word, the closer will be your
relationship of unity with others
that know the Word well.
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In this unity relationship, believers

experience God's love more deeply
together, and are able to love God

more deeply.
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all become mature (4:13)
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“become mature [man]” is singular,
it is likely that Paul is referring back
to “one new man” in Eph 2:15-16.
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Eph 2:15-16 says that Jews and Gentiles
are made one in Christ and become a

new man.
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Therefore, the goal of maturity is not just

personal maturity, but maturity that can
unite many into one body.
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all attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ (4:13)
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The goal of the church's maturity is to be
completely Christ-like, so that when the
world looks at the church, it gets a
glimpse of the Savior of the church.
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Christian faith is not a spectator game,

competing to see who has watched the
most matches between the world's top
soccer teams.
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Every believer must seek to be equipped

and participate in ministry.
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Our highest goal is to reach a concerted

growth and maturity in Christ.
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the year to strive
forward
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Let this be =z4

the year to serve
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the year to grow




