¢ L3 12:6-15




5| Intro:

(ES RN 2SR ZRG — AT
EARFAR BN, g

In today's scripture we are going
to look at a man who was totally
committed to God: Caleb.
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We first met Caleb in Numbers 13-14.
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These are the points of the incident:
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Moses sent out 12 spies to spy out
the land of Canaan.
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Ten spies saw only giants, but Caleb and
Joshua saw God's faithful promises and

His power.
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promise to Caleb:
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Num 32:11 “Because they have not
followed me wholeheartedly, not one of
those who were twenty years old or more
when they came up out of Egypt will see
the land | promised on oath to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob —
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Num 32:12 not one except Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son
of Nun, for they followed

the LORD wholeheartedly.”
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Deu 1:35 ‘No one from this evil
generation shall see the good land
| swore to give your ancestors,
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Deu 1:36 except Caleb son of
Jephunneh. He will see it, and | will
give him and his descendants the
land he set his feet on, because he
followed the LorD wholeheartedly.’
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Forty five years had passed. All those
who were afraid at that time because
of unbelief fell in the wilderness except
Caleb and Joshua. Joshua replaced
Moses and was allocating the lands of
Canaan to the tribes of Israel.
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Our scripture reading today begins
from this point.
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Caleb trusted and obeyed God (6-9)
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Just when Joshua was dividing the land
for the Israelites, Caleb came to Joshua
to speak on behalf of his tribe — the
tribe of Judah.
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Jos 14:6 Now the people of Judah
approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son
of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him,
‘You know what the LORD said to Moses the
man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you
and me.
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Jos 14:7 | was forty years old when Moses
the servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And |
brought him back a report according to
my convictions,
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Jos 14:8 but my fellow Israelites who
went up with me made the hearts of
the people sink.1, however, followed
the LorRD my God wholeheartedly.
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Jos 14:9 So on that day Moses swore
to me, “The land on which your feet
have walked will be your inheritance
and that of your children for ever,
because you have followed the LORD
my God wholeheartedly.”
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In verse 17, Caleb said that after returning
from checking out on the land of Canaan
with other spies, he reported to Moses
“according to my convictions”.
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What does Caleb's “according to my
convictions” signify?
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It expressed Caleb's faith in God.
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When Caleb reported to Moses, he did
not follow the crowd's opinion.
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Caleb said in verse 18:
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but my fellow Israelites who went
up with me made the hearts of the

the LorRD my God wholeheartedly.
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Several times in the Bible, Caleb was
mentioned as “followed the LORD my
God wholeheartedly ”.
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Num 14:24; 32:12 Deu 1:36
Jos 14:8, 9, 14
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This is the shape of Caleb’s faith in God:
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“followed the LorD my God
wholeheartedly ”.
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His faith had visible concrete actions.
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Caleb's visible act of faith was to not
follow the opinions of other spies, and
when reporting to Moses and the
Israelite people, he “brought him back a
report according to my convictions”.




e

B, IS OAE

12

Take note that his faith is not only
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“followed the LorD my God ”.
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The act of faith is its
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Heb 11:6 And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he

rewards those who earnestly seek
him.
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Caleb was faithful to the end (10-11)
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“followed the LorD my God
wholeheartedly ”.
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He was faithful to God to the end!
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Let’s look at Joshua 14:10-11:
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Jos 14:10 ‘Now then, just as the LORD
promised, he has kept me alive for forty-
five years since the time he said this to
Moses, while Israel moved about in the
wilderness. So here | am today, eighty-

five years old!
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Jos 14:11 | am still as strong today as
the day Moses sent me out; I'm just
as vigorous to go out to battle now
as | was then.
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Caleb was forty years old when he spied
out the land of Canaan.
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When he approached Joshua to make his
request, he was already eighty-five years

old.
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45 years had elapsed between spying out
the land of Canaan and making his claim.
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45 years is a long time:
more than one generation.
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85-year-old is considered an advanced
age. Many at this age would experience
declining memory, and a few would have
amnesia, unable to recognize even their
life partners and their children.
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But Caleb would not allow himself to
forget the promise of God and his task
to claim the land he had set his feet on
when spying out the land of Canaan.
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He also would not allow his body to turn
weak, because he still carried the promise
of God in his heart, which was also a
commission from God to him, which he
must receive and execute.
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Maintaining faith in God‘s promises
throughout one’s lifetime, and persisting
on fulfilling the mission entrusted by God
throughout one’s lifetime, is true
faithfulness, and it is faithful to the end.
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Caleb not only did not follow the mindset
of those spies who failed to trust God, he
was not discouraged when they opposed
and attacked him. He never gave up his
faith in God and his obedience to God.
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At the age of 85, Caleb was still saying:
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Jos 14:11 | am still as strong today as
the day Moses sent me out; I’'m just as
vigorous to go out to battle now as |
was then.
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ar slogans among the

ole today are “always stay

healthy”, “treat yourself well”, and
“celebrate life”.
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Caleb’s ‘secret’ to his longevity and vitality
is his

committed faithfulness to his God!
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| too want to stay alive and be physically
fit to attend to the needs of my aging
mother and mother-in-law.
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As a grandfather, | want to enjoy
the delight of having grandkids.
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| also want to be a support and advisor
to my daughters and sons-in-law in
shaping a family that honors and pleases
the Lord.
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| want to go on living for the Lord,
and to live by Him - at home, in
church, and outside of church.
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Romans 14:8 If we live, we live for the
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord.
So, whether we live or die, we belong to
the Lord.
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Caleb yearned after God's promise
(12-15)
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All through his life, Caleb “followed
the LORD my God wholeheartedly”.

What kind of life experience is that?
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Some people might imagine that living for

God must be a dull and miserable life
situation.
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But nothing could be further
from the truth!
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Let us take a look at Caleb’s case.
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He seemed to be left out and forgotten
for 45 years.
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But look at his passion for life:
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Jos 14:12 Now give me this hill country that
the LORD promised me that day. You yourself
heard then that the Anakites were there
and their cities were large and fortified, but,
the LORD helping me, | will drive them out
just as he said.
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From the bottom of his heart, Caleb’s
words were so sonorous and forceful,
and deeply moving!
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When he and Joshua both returned from
spying out the land of Canaan and made
their positive report, ten spies lacking in
faith and the Israelite people rose against
them.
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They even wanted to put them to death!
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Num 14:10a But the whole assembly
talked about stoning them.
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It was only because of God's
intervention that Caleb and
Joshua were not executed by
the Israelite mobs!
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For the next 45 years, Caleb and Joshua
had to wander in the wilderness with the

faithless Israelites and could not enter the
land of Canaan.

\




‘i‘_u::l%»

A H AR

I

A/L_“‘)ﬁ_‘i !
N BN V] A\ s o

XTEEDY, I A2 AR 2R

This surely had been such a pain in their
life for Moses, Caleb, and Joshua.
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Joshua later succeeded Moses as the
leader of the Israelites.
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Would Caleb had felt he was bypassed when
Moses chose Joshua to be his successor?
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But we have seen that Caleb was not at all
like a languishing and dispirited old fellow.
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After 45 years, Caleb was still like a young
and mettlesome lion, ever ready to pounce
on its prey!
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What kept Caleb still a vibrant and
staunch man at the age of 857
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It was his wholehearted commitment to
God:
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“followed the LorD my God
wholeheartedly .
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His greatest lifetime dream is
God's will for his life.
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Caleb longed for God's promise to him
more than everything else.
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Far beyond longing to be Moses'
successor, the leader who would
lead the Israelites into Canaan.
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Some people live for their
sense of accomplishment
and superiority.
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Some live for the admiration
and envy of others.
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It's not too late to begin at 85;
God is still waiting for you to

PASPORSA!




