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Let's first take a brief look on the event
in Mark 3:31-35:
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A crowd was sitting around Jesus inside
a house, listening to him teaching them.
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Jesus' mother and brother stood outside
and sent someone to call him.
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Jesus answered first with the question,
"Who are my mother and my brothers?"
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Then he looked and pointed at those sitting
around him, and said that they were his
mother and brothers.

filkh E—%5], T ”Rﬁﬁﬁz‘%’:lﬁ‘@kﬁﬁt
RW R RESE T .

And he added, “Whoever does God’s will is
my brother and sister and mother.”
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At first glance, Jesus was rude to his family.
What exactly did he mean by those words
he said?

HSz, SR A TEAS 2 X N
In fact, Jesus” words were not meant for his
family.
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He was using the occasion of his mother
and brothers’ presence to teach those
listening to him.
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What he really wanted to talk about
was man'’s relationship with God.
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Jesus was teaching a crowd in a house.
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Mark 3 29 Then Jesus entered a house, and

again a crowd gathered, so that he and his
disciples were not even able to eat.
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Note that Jesus was not playing cards
or video games with everyone in the
house. He was preaching the message
of the Kingdom of God!
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John 4 3% “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do
the will of him who sent me and to
finish his work”.

HRER1R IS R AMAEMAT 4

Jesus knew exactly what
he was doing.
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And, what were Jesus' mother and
brothers doing?
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They did not come to do what Jesus
was doing.
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Nor did they come to listen to Jesus preach
the message of the Kingdom of God, like
the crowd seated around Jesus did.
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Let’s look at how Mark describes them:
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Mark 3 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers
arrived. Standing outside, they sent
someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was
sitting round him, and they told him, ‘Your
mother and brothers are outside looking
for you.’
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They were “outside”, “standing outside”,
unwilling to come in to be with Jesus and
with the crowd.
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wanted to come in, | believe the

crowd would certainly give way for them.
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This morning, if my mother and my siblings
were to arrive here late from Malaysia,

and all the seats were taken, would you
have them standing outside?
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No, you wouldn’t!
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Surely, Jesus' mother and brothers loved
him and were concerned about him, or
else they would not have come for him.
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But, they did not want to be involved
with what Jesus was doing.
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In fact, they came to call Jesus away from

his work!

AT B IR BIARAT T A AE
g

S5 R SR A (5

They didn’t realize how they were
blocking Jesus’ mission.
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None of us would consciously block
Jesus’ efforts, yet we become thoughtless
of his will when we pursue only our own
interests and needs.
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Peter had had this kind of experience
where he did not have in mind the
things of God:
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8 31 He then began to teach them that the
Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and after three days rise
again.



\\_/" oo

832 HI BRI R Ui ik, 1578

832 He spoke plainly about this,
and Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him.
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8 33 But when Jesus turned and looked 7~
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get
behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not
have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns.’
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We love to meet with people whose
background and preferences are
similar to ours. Jesus longed for the
world to hear the gospel, confess
their sin, repent, and be saved.
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We desire the comfort of family and
selected friends. Jesus desires everyone
to be his family member.
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Are you able to set your mind on
God’s interests?
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Mother and brothers (31-32)
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“mother and brothers” = family
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Family members should be our
closest and trusted ones.
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However, we see that family relationship
have its danger. What danger?

The danger: Familiarity Breeds Contempt
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It means that when a relationship become
too comfortable, it is easy for us to take
the other person for granted. We would
gradually ignore the original position of
the other person in the relationship.
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Let’s take a look at Mary’s relationship

with Jesus:
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The angel Gabriel told Mary about the
birth of Jesus, saying that Jesus would
be called the Son of the Most High.
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Gabriel also told Mary that Jesus
would reign over the house of Jacob
forever; his kingdom would never

end. (Luke 1: 26-56)
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After Jesus was born, shepherds came
to visit the holy infant Jesus, and they
told Joseph and Mary what the angel
had told them about Jesus.
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The angel told the shepherds:
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“Today in

the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”
(Luke 2:11)
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When Jesus was 12 years old, he held
discussion and studied with the
teachers in the temple. Mary and
Joseph were amazed at Jesus‘ unusual
understanding. (Luke 2:41-52)
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Mary not only witnessed Jesus’ miracle
of turning water into wine at a wedding
in Cana, she actually was the one who
asked Jesus to perform a miracle to
solve the awkward situation of running
out of wine.
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From these scriptures, we can see that
Mary knew that although Jesus was born
and brought up through her, he was the
Son of God and the Savior sent by God
into the world to accomplish God’s plan.
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As Jesus' ministry caused growing jealousy
and hatred from the religious leaders,
Mary's faith was put to test.
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In Mary's heart, Jesus had become more
her own son than God's Son and Savior.
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The brothers of Jesus were, of course,
very familiar with their elder brother.

A TR G AN, A IAAEAE HR Bk 2
FHELFRIRE

Unlike their mother, they didn’t believe
that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior.
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John 7:5 says:
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For even his own brothers
did not believe in him.
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At that time, people who disliked Jesus
and didn’t believe in him said he was out
of his mind — he was a lunatic.
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Maria and Jesus’ brothers heard about
this and they wanted to take Jesus home.
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Mark 3:21 describes this:
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When his family heard about this, they
went to take charge of him, for(they
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“they”: other people, not Jesus’ family.
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This explains why in Mark 3:31-32, Jesus'
mother and his brothers stood outside
and wanted him to come out.
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They

did so because

they were Jesus' mother and brothers.
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They didn’t realize that they were blocking
Jesus from doing what God had sent him

to do.
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Do you know your identity?
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If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior
and Lord of life, you are not only a part of
yvour earthly family, you are also a part of
God'’s family - you are a child of God.
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If you can also see every brother and sister
— whether familiar or unfamiliar — being
a child of God, | believe you will have more
respect and care for them, and be more
willing to see them grow in the Lord.
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You would not underestimate any brother
or sister, because you know that Heavenly
Father has His will in their lives, and He

will fulfil His will in their lives in His time .
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The worst thing that can happen to a
child of God is that he/she is too
comfortable and familiar with God
that he/she is careless about who
God is and His will.




5 AR, R GRS ERE R R
FFEN T 2BAEG BAERTIFENEH, M

Mz | PRxs HAl N IEE, M 1/J\ 51
TR A&7

Brothers and sisters, have you fallen into
the pitfall of familiarity breeds contempt
with your relationship with Christ, which
has influenced your perception of others,
and your relationship with them?
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Whoever does God’s will (33-35)
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It must be pointed out that after
Jesus' resurrection, at least two
of his brothers had trusted in
him as their Savior.
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They are James, who wrote the
book of James, and Jude, who
wrote the book of Jude.
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They and Mary, Jesus” mother,
belonged to the disciples of
Jesus on Pentecost (Acts 1:14).
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Let us also not forget that when Jesus
was hung on the cross, he entrusted his

mother to his beloved disciple John to
look after. (John 19:26-27)
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Now, let’s look at the last three verses of
today’s text:
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Mark 3 33 “Who are my mother
and my brothers” he asked.



AJ 334 it

TR,
T, |

JU Tt

N

Aﬂﬂj&ﬁg/

= HI B

¥

A

AN, Ut

W, AIBEE, AR

S ot. 3 NE
TR SLIHIRABESR

Mark 3 3* Then he looked at those seated
in a circle around him and said, “here are
my mother and my brothers! 3> Whoever
does God’s will is my brother and sister

and mother.”
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Mat 12:49 puts it this way:
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Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here
are my mother and my brothers.
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Jesus was not saying that everyone who
sat around him to listen to him was his
mother and brother, because there were
also those who were hostile toward

him:
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Mark 3 22 And the teachers of the law
who came down from Jerusalem said,
‘He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the
prince of demons he is driving out

demons.
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Jesus was pointing out his disciples
from among the crowd and called them

his mother and his brothers, that is,
God’s children.
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Finally, in verse 35, he clarifies what is the
condition to become one of his family:
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Whoever does God’s will

is my brother and sister and mother



HH g

SISERE

= /

2T AR ?
What is God’s will?
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1 Tim 2 4 [God] who wants all
people to be saved and to come

to a knowledge of the truth.




R 30 EFTRIVEIR R, AL
IMBREIE, HSAREIE, IR
(5, AEH— A, THEANE

2 Pet 3° The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance.
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This is the will of God.
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But what is your will?
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If you are not yet one of Jesus' family, are
vou willing to repent and accept Jesus as
your Savior and Lord of life, and become
a part of his family?
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If you are already in the family of Jesus,
would you strive to value more your own
and others’ spiritual identity in Christ?




