#h 18 S

The Incompatibility of
New and Old
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The words and deeds of Jesus were often
incompatible with the religion and culture
of his time, causing him to often offend
the religious authority figures of the time.
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He had a very clear message to teach and

proclaim, and he was never afraid to upset
the status quo.
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Today we are going to see
Jesus once again was being
criticized.
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We will not only see how Jesus responded
to those who questioned him, but also
how he seized every opportunity to preach
his unique message in his response.
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Let’s get to the text:
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A. 71 [0 HR#Kk Questioning Jesus (18)
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Mark 2:18 Now John’s disciples and the
Pharisees were fasting. Some people came
and asked Jesus, ‘How is it that John’s
disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees
are fasting, but yours are not?’
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Verse 18 tells us two things:
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John’s disciples and the Pharisees
were fasting.
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They came to ask Jesus why was it that
his disciples were not fasting.
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This incident must have happened on a
Monday or a Thursday because these
were the two days the Pharisees fasted
each week.
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Jesus’ disciples were not fasting, what
could they be doing at this time?
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We know at least that not long ago they
were with Jesus having dinner at the
house of Matthew the tax collector (Mark

2:13-17).
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Together with them at the dinner
were other tax collectors and some
who were reqarded as sinners by
the Pharisees.




LL IR WA B R 1 BE K ) 45 K 2R i HIS
ik, BT DMtAT TR A Bz 2 o8 5 K RN
7 BB SR 1 1) 4% I A PR AR

Matthew had just responded to Jesus’s
calling and followed him, so they were
all celebrating Matthew’s becoming a
disciple of Jesus.
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Imagine, Jesus and his disciples were

having a party while the Pharisees and
the disciples of John were fasting!
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’ This is as ridiculous as Pastor Liaw
and a few believers were gambling in the
casino when all other Christians were
attending the Sunday worship in the
church!
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No wonder John's disciples and Pharisees

protested and questioned Jesus why was it
that his disciples were not fasting.
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They seemed to blame only Jesus' disciples
for not fasting and not blame Jesus.




sz, MR EnTE BRER HL I 2R
I A v @RS AN B3z 5T REH Bk H
AN ZABAT] Z L8 3 B Bk 2R B
B HH 1] o

In fact, they knew that Jesus too
did not fast. Not directly blaming
Jesus when questioning him was
just a display of their hypocritical
respect for him.
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Note that those questioning Jesus
seemed to be concerned only with
Jesus’ disciples not fasting, not of
the tax collectors and “sinners”
who were also not fasting.
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What exactly is fasting for?
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Fasting was used when a person or a
nation was facing a crisis. In times of
emergency prayer for a nation, a fast
would be proclaimed.
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When King David’s son was sick to the
point of death, he fasted.
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When prophet Jonah told the people of
Nineveh of God’s coming judgment, the
whole nation entered into a fast.
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By the time of Jesus, fasting had become
an expected practice of every devout Jew.
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Yet this was often done more for the
praise and recognition of men than it was
to seek the Lord and to grow spiritually.
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In Luke 18:12, we see a self-righteous
Pharisee bragging that he fasts twice a
week. Through his fasting he looked at
himself as more spiritual and holy
than others.
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Jesus was not against fasting. He just
disapproved of fasting for the wrong
motives.
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In Mat 6:16, Jesus mentioned about
fasting out of a wrong motive:
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‘When you fast, do not look sombre as
the hypocrites do, for they disfigure
their faces to show others they are
fasting. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward in full.
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He also teaches the correct mindset for
fasting:

X 6:17-18
Matthew 6:17-18
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But when you fast, put oil on your head
and wash your face, so that it will not be
obvious to others that you are fasting, but
only to your Father, who is unseen; and
yvour Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you.
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Jesus did not want his disciples to be
“acting” fasting with others under
peers pressure: “acting” when it is
time to “act” fasting, to show that
one is closer to God than other.
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Could it be that sometimes we, like
John’s disciples and the Pharisees, like to
apply peer pressure on others and
expect them to become as “spiritual” as
we think we are?
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Let’s see how Jesus responded
to the pressure on him.



B. % R X EL i (19-20)
The Analogy of the Bridegroom (19-20)
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Mark 2:19 Jesus answered, ‘How can the
guests of the bridegroom fast while he is
with them? They cannot, so long as they
have him with them.
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Mark 2:20 But the time will come when

the bridegroom will be taken from them,
and on that day they will fast.
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There was no more happy time in the
ancient world than at a wedding.
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In the ancient world, everyone
attending the wedding went on the
honeymoon together with the new couple.
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The wedding would be at
the house of the groom.
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The couple would stay with the guests
for an entire week of honeymooning.
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| know what our single

young brothers and sisters
are thinking....
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In the culture of that time, that entire
week would be a party time for the people
who loved the newly wed.
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It was not a time of fasting;
It was a time of rejoicing!
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Do you see the connection?
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Fasting is always to be in conjunction with

mourning or praying. It is used in crisis
situations.
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But the Pharisees had turned it into a
meaningless routine.
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They fasted only because it was a part of their

program, not because there was any repentance

on their part.
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They were only locked into their own ritual,
and they also wanted to lock others into
the same ritual.

Here is the meaning of Jesus’ analogy:
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Jesus was the

bridegroom.
The church he
was preparing
was the bride.
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His disciples were the guests.




=

S HRGR O )4 3L 2 52 55 At S ARATTHE S
LITIZ?EI’JCF*%%T I, AR HE

LS sl

‘

There was no reason for Jesus’ disciples
to mourn and fast while enjoying the
unique reality that He was with them
on earth.
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Mark 2:20 But the time will come when
the bridegroom will be taken from them,
and on that day they will fast.
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Jesus foresaw the “days” when
His disciples would “fast.”




BT

R e fe RN LB % 15, T
SR )3 2 H HR AR ) 4 S AT+

“taken from them”:

This refers to a sudden removal or being
snatched away violently, an obvious
reference to Jesus’ capture and crucifixion.
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“on that day they will fast”:

When Jesus was crucified, it would be
the time for the disciples to mourn.
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But we know that not long after Jesus’
crucifixion, instead of fasting and praying,
his disciples went back to their old jobs
and old ways of life.
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When we encounter setbacks and come
to a dead end in life, do we ignore the
Lord, refuse to repent and seek his face,
and instead return to our old way of

life?
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The lllustrations of the Incompatibility
of New and Old (21-22)
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Jesus then used two pieces of everyday
knowledge in life to further explain how
the Kingdom of God he preached was
different from the Judaism of the day.




A 2:21 %A N Frar 28 IHAK
AR, BetREr#s B @ s T
3&%,%mﬁEﬁTo

Mark 2:21 ‘No one sews a patch of
unshrunk cloth on an old garment.
Otherwise, the new piece will pull
away from the old, making the tear
worse.
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My father operated a grocery shop, and it
carried some clothes and fabrics.
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Clothes and fabrics sold in our shop were
made from cotton.
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Which means that they would shrink after
going through water.
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Therefore, if you buy a piece of new fabric
to make into a dress, you need to wet the
fabric once or twice before you tailor it.
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If you don't do
this, after going
through one laundry wash, your new
dress will shrink and turn out too tight
to fit you!
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Jesus is saying that if you patch up a big
hole on an old dress with a piece of new
fabric, then the next time you wash the
dress, the patch would shrink and make a
worse rip in the old dress.
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Through this illustration from everyday
life, Jesus was saying that there was no
way that the things he had been
teaching could fit into the ritualistic
religion of the Pharisees.
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The next illustration is still teaching
the same truth, that is, old and new
are not compatible.
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Mark 2:22 And no one pours new wine
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine

will burst the skins, and both the wine and
the wineskins will be ruined. No, they
pour new wine into new wineskins.’
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At that time, people usually used goat
skin to make wineskins.
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After the entire goatskin was peeled off, the neck
part was used as a spout, and the rest of the skin
was stitched together to become a wineskin that
could hold wine.
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This kind of wineskins lose their elasticity
when they get old and would be burst open
by the fermentation of new wine put into

them.

X7 HIAE BATRT — 5 B AR AL o

The message is the same as the previous
illustration.
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The point: the old religion of Judaism and
the new faith of Christianity cannot be
mixed. Nor can the practices or traditions
(e.g., the time of fasting), of Judaism be
forced on Christianity.
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Take note: Jesus is not saying that we
are to throw out the Old Covenant.
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He makes it very clear in the Sermon
on the Mount that he comes to fulfill
the Law, not to abrogate it:
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Mat 5:17 ‘Do not think that | have
come to abolish the Law or the

Prophets; | have not come to abolish
them but to fulfil them.
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Mat 5:18 For truly | tell you, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of
a pen, will by any means disappear
from the Law until everything is
accomplished.
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Mat 5:19 Therefore anyone who sets aside
one of the least of these commands and
teaches others accordingly will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practises and teaches these commands will
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
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Mat 5:20 For | tell you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that
of the Pharisees and the teachers
of the law, you will certainly not
enter the kingdom of heaven.
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He doesn‘t come to set aside the law, but
to strip away the Pharisees’ oral tradition
so people can see the power and spirit of
the Law of God, and repent, preparing for
the coming of the Kingdom.
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God gives us the Law to reveal to us
our weaknesses, so that we know
we need Jesus to be our Savior and
the Lord of our life.
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The Law points us to the Savior;
the Law is not the Savior
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wave you seeh Jesus?
wave you fovad hin?



