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“ Who do you say
Iam??”

OK#ES 16:13-19
Matthew 16:13-19
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n July 1999, our family of four
pegan our missionary life in
Papua New Guinea.
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We followed the instruction from our PNG
field office and flew to the capital city, Port
Moresby, and then took a smaller plane to
a small town called Madang, to do a 14-

week missionary orientation course there.
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From email correspondence, we knew
that the work title of the person in charge
of the orientation course was a director.
He had a secretary assistant.
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He said that when we arrived in
Madang, he would come and
pick us up, so he asked for a
photo of our family for purpose
of recognizing us.
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Our plane
as we step
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anded in Madang safely, and

oed off the plane, | looked into

the thin crowd for a man in a company
director suit to welcome us.
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| was disappointed: | judged that it must
be the secretary and a vehicle mechanic
who acted as a driver and bodyguard for
the secretary that were there to welcome
us. The director himself did not come.
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On the way to the training centre, | was
surprised and embarrassed to discover
that the unkempt mechanic in sweaty tank
top and shorts, and slippers..., he was the
director of the orientation course!
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| was both blind and derelict!
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The secretary is his wife.
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In fact, some of you know this couple.




Ray and Glenda Leach with Liaw & Chai
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Similar experience can happen to anyone
of us. Do you believe that?
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For example, do you think you really
know who Jesus is?
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The disciples of Jesus had been with
him for quite a while when he asked
them, “Who do you say | am”
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Let us look at this incident now.
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Who do you say | am? (13-14)
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Mat 16:13 When Jesus came to the
region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of
Man is?’
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When Jesus asked the disciples the question,
he already knew the answer.
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He asked the disciples the question
because he wanted them to pay
attention to this subject.
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The disciples gave a full answer, full score!
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Mat 16:14 They replied, ‘Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
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Note that the disciples were not
expressing their own thoughts
about Jesus, but the views of
others on Jesus at that time.
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The public thought Jesus was:
A. JHEE Y 2 John the Baptist
B. LA Elijah

C. HRAI>K Jeremiah
D. Ze I r)—/7  one of the prophets
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All these answers holds
a high opinion of Jesus.
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The views they put forward are all
important spiritual figures that the
Jews admire.
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These were answers
that compliment Jesus.
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The public saw Jesus as:

TN e agood man

« A e agreat man

e LUk« aspiritual person
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God
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From reading the sermon text earlier
on, we already know the public had a
wrong understanding of who Jesus is,
even though they held a very high
opinion of him.
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Today in our midst, would there be
someone who, like the masses at
Jesus’ time, has a lofty evaluation of
Jesus, but a wrong understanding of
who Jesus really is?
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Who do you say | am? (15-17)
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The first question Jesus asked the
disciples was just a warm-up question.
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He had a real question for them.
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Mat 16:15 ‘But what about you?’ he
asked. ‘Who do you say | am?’
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In the Greek text, “you” is enormously

emphasized and goes at the forefront of
the sentence.
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It is as if Jesus was saying, “But you who
have followed me and have known me
from the beginning, who do you say that |

am?”’
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Peter answered for al

the disciples:
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Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God'’
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In the Greek text, Peter's
answer is very specific.
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It can be translated this way: “You are
the Christ, the Son of the God, the
Living One.”
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Peter was saying, “I know who you are.
You are the Messiah sent to save us and
you are the Son of God from heaven.”
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It is short and simple. Everything
necessary for salvation is included
in that statement.
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Some may think that Peter’s answer isn’t a
big deal. | can easily memorize it at once.
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But Peter was the first person in human
history ever to say it out loud!
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And he said it when few were with Jesus
and many were against him.
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Peter deserves all the credit.
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Peter’s confession is the greatest
statement in all the universe and it is
one which every man must eventually
confess.
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Rom 14:11 It is written: ““As surely
as I live,” says the Lord, “Every
knee will bow before me; every
tongue will acknowledge God.”
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Let us look at Jesus’ comment
on Peter’s confession:
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John 16:17 Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by flesh and blood,
but by my Father in heaven.
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It’s as if Jesus was saying, “Peter, it is a
remarkable thing that you as a mere
human has discovered this truth.
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“You didn’t go to seminary to figure
this truth out. And you didn’t get
this because you had a Ph.D.
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“This came because God in heaven revealed
it to you.”
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The truth about Jesus Christ can
only be revealed to those to whom
the Father chooses to reveal it.
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If a man can't understand the truth
about Jesus Christ yet, we are not to
despise him or argue with him, but
we are to pray for him.
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Eph 2:11 Therefore, remember that
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth
and called ‘uncircumcised’ by those who
call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (which
is done in the body by human hands) —
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Eph 2:12 remember that at that time you
were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope
and without God in the world.
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Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.
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Believers should not boast:
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Eph 2: 8 For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith — and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God —

9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
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On this rock | will build my church (18-19)
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In verse 17 Peter is called “Simon”
but in verse 18 he is called “Peter”
which means “rock.”
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When Jesus and Peter first met, Jesus had
already said that Simon was to be called
Cephas (Aramic for “rock”), which, when
translated, is Peter. (about 1:42)
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Mat 16:18 And | tell yoy that you are Peter,
and on this rock | will byiild my churchk, and
the gates o} Hades will ot overcome jt.

B, KAEMBLT
“the Messiah, the Son of the living God”
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Mat 16:18a And | tell you that you
are Peter,
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What made Jesus call Simon son of
Jonah "Peter" at this time?
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Peter says that Jesus is the living Stone, and
we are like living stones....
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1 Peter 2:4 As you come to him, the
living Stone — rejected by humans but
chosen by God and precious to him —
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1 Peter 2:5 you also, like living stones,
are being built into a spiritual house to
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through

Jesus Christ.
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Why can’t the gates of Hades overcome the
church of Christ?
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Because Jesus - the Messiah, the
Son of the Living God —is the Lord
of the church!
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Christ the Lord said to the Apostle John in
the vision:
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‘Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. |
am the Living One; I was dead, and now look,

I am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the
keys of death and Hades. (Rev 1:17b-18)
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In Rev 1:18, Christ is the One who “holds
the keys of death and Hades”.
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This means that he has overcome
the power of death and hell.
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Finally, let's look at verse 19:
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Mat 16:19 | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
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Verse 18 talks about the church on
earth.
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Verse 19 talks about the kingdom
of heaven.
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In verse 19, the focus is on who will be
inside the kingdom of heaven and who
will be outside the kingdom of heaven.
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The keys of the kingdom of heaven is
the authority to preach the gospel.
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Mat 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and
said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. 19 Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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Through the preaching of the
gospel, those who hear and believe
are set free, those who do not
believe stand condemned (bound).
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Because Jesus Christ is the Lord of
the church, therefore the powers
of death will not overcome it.
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The Lord who issued the Great Commission
to the church to preach the gospel and
make disciples of all nations is the Lord
who has been given all authority in
heaven and on earth.
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When we preach the gospel in the name
of the Lord Jesus, we are implementing
the ministry of loosing and binding.
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John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son.
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This morning we saw that the public
thought highly of Jesus, but they
misjudged who Jesus really is.
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Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
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He received the approval of Jesus because
he revealed the true identity of Jesus.
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Jesus himself revealed that he would be
the Lord of the church, and through
oreaching the gospel, the church would
oerform the ministry of the kingdom of
neaven of loosing and binding.
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If Jesus is to ask you today:
"WHO DO YOU SAY | AM?"

How will you answer?




