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Living In Whose ‘Time’?

2R 7:1-13
John 7:1-13
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You may find the topic of today’s sermon
strange.
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What is the ‘time’ in “Living in
whose ‘time’?
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The term ‘time’ used here can be replaced
by ‘agenda’, if that is helpful for some of
you to follow the sermon this morning.
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If you have not already noticed, the term

‘time’ comes from Jesus’ words in verses
6 and 8 of the sermon text today.
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We will come to this part in a moment.
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Life is short and eternity is forever
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Billy Graham was once asked what
he was most surprised by in life. He
answered, “Its brevity.”
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If Jesus had been born in our times,
His parents would have recognized
that He was an unusually gifted child.
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They would have begun His education
early, put Him on the gifted child track, and
had Him preaching by age 12 when He
made an impression on the scholars in the
temple.
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By the time He was 20, He would

have a huge international following,
and be world-renowned.



AN S

HEREH—1 RN, e DLz
SR — e BB e, BT

W7 4T 1) S 2004 P TR R

With a good public relations man, He

cou

of H
the

d have learned to tone down some
is more offensive comments so that
religious leaders would not have

plotted to kill Him.
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Think how much more He could have
accomplished if He had lived to 70 or 80!
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But Jesus, living by God’s ‘time’, didn’t
begin His ministry until He was about 30.
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And, after three short years he could
pray, “I have brought you glory on earth
by finishing the work you gave me to
do.” (John 17:4) Amazing!
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If we want to think like Jesus, we need to
live with the awareness of how short life
is, and that one day we will give an
account to God for how we have spent
our lives.
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When Moses thought about the life of
man, he concluded in Psalm 90:17, “May
the favour of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us —
yes, establish the work of our hands.”
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If none other than Moses had to ask
God to confirm the work of his hands,
how much more do we need to pray
that prayer repeatedly!
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A life of ‘any time will do’
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John 7:1 After this, Jesus went around
in Galilee. He did not want to go about
in Judea because the Jewish leaders
there were looking for a way to kill him.
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John 7:2 But when the Jewish Festival of
Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers
said to him, ‘Leave Galilee and go to Judea,
so that your disciples there may see the
works you do.
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John 7:4 No one who wants to become a
public figure acts in secret. Since you are
doing these things, show yourself to the
world.” 5 For even his own brothers did
not believe in him.
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Notice how Jesus answered his brothers:
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John 7:6 Therefore Jesus told them,
‘My time is not yet here; for you any
time will do.
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Jesus told His brothers that they could go
up to the feast whenever they wanted to
go, because their ‘time’ was “any time will
do” (7:6).
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In verse 7, Jesus says how his ‘time’ was
different from that of his brothers:
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John 7:7 The world cannot hate you, but it
hates me because | testify that its works
are evil.
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What he meant was that they were not
living under God'’s ‘time’, as Jesus was.
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significance as far as God was concerned.
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With regard to living by man’s ‘time’,
we can make three points:
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1) Those living by man’s ‘time’ are not
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living under the lordship of Christ.

bt Ut 1%

'lmwﬁ7sﬁhﬁ “[K
A AAME

As John 7:5 adds, “For not even His
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brothers were believing in Him.”
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Jesus’ brothers knew him better
than others did.
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They had heard His teaching and
seen some of His miracles.
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But they didn’t believe in Jesus as Savior
and Lord.
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They probably thought that they were not
Gentiles, therefore they did not need a
Savior.
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But to live by God's ‘time’, the first thing
to do is to trust Jesus Christ as the Savior
and Lord.
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You realize that if He is Lord of all, then He
is Lord of your time.
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You begin to seek Him earnestly to figure
out how He wants you to spend your life.
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If you determine your goals and priorities
apart from submission to God and His
Word, then you’re living by man’s ‘time’,
not by God'’s ‘time’.
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Such living is ultimately futile.
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2) Those living by man’s ‘time’ go along
with the culture of the world apart from
Christ.
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Jesus draws a sharp contrast between his
brothers’ ‘time’ and His ‘time’.
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If we go along with the culture of
the world, then we aren’t living by
God’s ‘time’.
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Some attend church because it’s a part of
their culture, and they leave Jesus out of

their lives.
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But that is to live by man’s ‘time’,
not by God’s ‘time’.
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c) Those living by man’s ‘time’ operate by
worldly wisdom, not by God’s wisdom.

HRER ) 285 bl 2 At g &

|

/

AR 2

k7

|

I

HAR B %

EDORAE

Jesus’ brothers offered worldly-wise advice
on how He could advance His “career.”



2] 7:3 HEERA 26 Sooem vd: TR
B B RO EIE, MR T]4E
WE WK AT B

\

John 7:3 Jesus’ brothers said to him,
‘Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so
that your disciples there may see the
works you do.



Q’J 7:4 NER A F, A ERLT

L RUNERATIXEEE, ik E 2
E'EU%?/\ HAE. |

John 7:4 No one who wants to become
a public figure acts in secret. Since you

are doing these things, show yourself
to the world.’
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They might have meant well, but their
advice was like Satan asking Jesus to jump
off the pinnacle of the temple, with the
purpose of showing off his power.
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However, Jesus did not want to live by the
wisdom of the world. He sought to live by
the ‘time’ of God.
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John 4:34 ‘My food,” said Jesus, ‘is to
do the will of him who sent me and
to finish his work.

By
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Jim Elliot was one of the five young men
who was martyred in Ecuador by the
fierce Auca tribe that they were seeking
to reach with the gospel.
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When he was a college student, Jim had
written,

“He is no fool who gives what he
can’t keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
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May God deliver us from living by man’s
‘time’, in worldly wisdom, and turn to
live by God'’s ‘time’, in his wisdom. “
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Living by God'’s time
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John 7:6 Therefore Jesus told them, ‘My
time is not yet here; for you any time
will do.
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John 7:7 The world cannot hate you, but it
hates me because | testify that its works
are evil. 8 You go to the festival.  am

not going up to this festival, because my
time has not yet fully come.
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Here, Jesus means that the God-
appointed time for Him to go up
to Jerusalem and reveal Himself
was not yet at hand.
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In other words, in contrast to His
brothers, who lived by the world’s
agenda, Jesus lived by God’s agenda.
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With Jesus as our example, | propose
3 points to help us live by God'’s ‘time’.



1) live with the purpose of glorifying God
and accomplishing what He has given
you to do.
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Jesus came to do the Father’s will and to
accomplish the Father’s work.
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We have seen that Jesus finished what the
Father had given him to do in 3 years, (17:4).
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For most of us, God gives us a lot more time
than he gave Jesus, to let us do his bidding
as we keep on learning.
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Obviously, God does not call everyone
to be a foreign missionary or to serve
full time in ministry here at home.
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But He does call us all to glorify Him
in everything we do (1 Cor. 10:31).
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2) Develop a harvest mindset that views
every situation in light of eternity.
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In the story of Jesus with the
woman at the well, the disciples
had a temporal mindset.
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They were focused on getting Jesus to eat
his lunch so that they could get on with
their journey.
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But Jesus had a harvest mindset.
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He turned their focus toward what God
was doing with his encounter with the
woman and the Samaritans in that
village (4:31-38).
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Jesus was aware of God’s perspective in

every situation.
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He never acted out of selfish motives, but
only for the purpose of furthering God’s

kingdom.
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He told us that in contrast to seeking all
the things that the world so eagerly seeks,
we should “seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” (Mat 6:33)
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3) Be willing to confront our godless culture.
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We have seen how Jesus confronted
the worldly perspective of his brothers.
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He never backed away from confronting
the worldly or godless views of those He
came into contact with, even though it
inevitably led to His death.
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Jesus was criticized by some scribes for eating
together with sinners and tax collectors.
When he heard it, he said to them: “It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. |
have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.” (Mark 2:16-17).
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Our mission is not to engage in anti-
cultural activities.
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The point is that we ourselves are not to be
assimilated by the world and you fail in
being the salt and light to the world.
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Mat 5:13 ‘You are the salt of the earth. But
if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot. 14 ‘You are the light
of the world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden.
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Rom 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will
is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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To help you live by God’s ‘time’:

(1) Make sure that you have trusted in
Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.
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(2) Write out a one-sentence purpose
statement for your life, and two or
three short-term goals that will help

move you in that directi
coming year.
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(3) Clear your life of clutter and busyness
that do not relate to your overall

purpose.
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(4) Figure out what God has gifted you to

do and begin

serving Him now.
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This morning, you may want to take a
moment to ponder:
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Are you living in the ‘time’ of
man or the ‘time’ of God?
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Decide today
to live in God's ‘time’!
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If you need further help on this
morning’s topic, you may find time
to talk to me, or to one of your cell
group leaders.



