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Changing the world

4#E 2:1-21
Acts 2:1-21




Introduction B[ = :

At some point in your life, someone
will tell you that you can change the
world!
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Whether it is climate change, or war or
disease or unemployment or deficits, ... you
can make a difference.
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“You can rewrite the stars”
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Just think of what the world could be.

“A million dreams is all its gonna take,
a million dreams for the world
we’re going to make.”
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But as the Labor party discovered
overnight, it isn’t an easy sell for a

Federal election.
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The book of Acts is the second of
two volumes which a man named
Luke wrote.
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The first volume concerned what Jesus
began to do and teach, and this volume
concerns what Jesus continues to do
and teach.
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It concerns the continuing acts of the
risen Jesus ... by his Spirit ... through his
apostles.
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==) They were to be his withesses,
beginning at Jerusalem, then
Judea/Samaria, then to the ends of

the

earth.
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== They were involved in the
restoration of his Kingdom over...
all the nations.
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Here in Acts 2...
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The restoration of the Kingdom continues
(brought to you by the letter ‘e’)
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a. Event (v1-13) — The coming of the Spirit.
a. B (1-1379) - XRWIFE.

It was the day of Pentecost — 50 days after
the Passover Festival (pente — 5).
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Pentecost was the day they celebrated the
giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai (Ex 19).
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But on this particular Pentecost, ...
something different happened! (v1-4)
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Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost came,
they were all together in one place.

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting.
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Acts 2:3 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to
rest on each of them. 4 All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.
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== 3 things involved in this events:
X E A K 34H- 2

Firstly, they heard something....

Please note, it was not actually wind, but
a sound.... Like a mighty rushing wind.

And this ‘sound’ filled the room!



== And where did the sound come from?
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== Heaven! - the place where Jesus had
ascended to
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Secondly, they saw something too —
like tongues of fire.
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Again, it wasn't actually fire, but what
looked like fire.
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== Can you think of anywhere in the OT
where you read about wind and fire?
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o Pillar of cloud and fire (Ex 13) in the
exodus
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o Mt. Sinai (Ex 19). Remember, Pentecost was
originally a day to celebrate this.
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o Glory of God (Ezek 1)
A (45 1 %)

wind and fire appear to be associated with
the presence of God!
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Thirdly, back in Acts 2 —the apostles were
“filled with the HS” and began to speak in
the different languages that Jews from all
around the world could understand!
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Remember they were Galileans —
backwater hicks with no education!
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But now they can speak in all these
different languages.
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This event is uniquely described. It
involved, hearing the sound of wind,
seeing what looked like fire, and
speaking in different languages!
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Small wonder that we read in v12-13:
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Acts 2:12 Amazed and perplexed, they
asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’
13 Some, however, made fun of them and
said, ‘They have had too much wine.
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So Peter (the leader of the 12 apostolic
witnesses) explains this unique event.
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b. Explanation (v14-36)
b. 8% (5514-3677)

Initially he points out that they can’t be
drunk because it is only 9 am in the
morning!
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The explanation lies in the prophecy of
Joel -- Acts 2:17-18
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Acts 2:17 ““In the last days, God says,
| will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dream:s.
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Acts 2:18 Even on my servants, both men and

women,

| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
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Joel said that God would pour out his Spirit on

... all people!
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Up to that point, the Spirit had been poured
out on certain people at certain times e.g.
Prophets, Priests, Kings, Judges, skilled
temple workers — for certain tasks.
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But now, the HS would be poured out on
“all flesh” — sons, daughters, young, old,

etc.....
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== And what did the HS enable them to
do? ... empower them to prophesy !
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Dreaming dreams, and seeing visions are
subsets of prophecy because they are
sandwiched in between the 2
occurrences of the word “prophesy”
(Acts 2:17-18) .
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== And in this context, prophecy was all
about declaring the mighty works of
God (v11)
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Furthermore, Joel prophesied that there will
be climactic events -- Acts 2:19-21.
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Acts 2:19 | will show wonders in the heavens
above and signs on the earth below, blood
and fire and billows of smoke.
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Acts 2:20 The sun will be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood before
the coming of the great and glorious
day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”
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There is a great and magnificent day
coming called the “Day of the Lord”.
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And it is the day when God will pour out
his judgment upon all his enemies, and
save his people.
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Before that day — there will be cosmic
events involving blood, fire, vapor, and
darkness! And - everyone who calls upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.
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== The question is who is this Lord? In
Joel, it is clearly God.
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== But Peter will go on to explain in the
rest of Acts 2 that this Lord is Jesus!
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== | want to draw your attention to Acts
2:32-33:
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Acts 2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life,
and we are all witnesses of it.
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Acts 2:33 Exalted to the right hand of God,
ne has received from the Father the
oromised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you now see and hear.
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SO here is Peter’s explanation of the
extraordinary event on this particular
day of Pentecost:
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o What they saw — something like
flames of fire,
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o What they heard — sound of rushing
wind,
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o What they spoke — the mighty works of
God in different intelligible languages.

AT AT )18 — CAA B ZEREHI A [T i
& VR L KRHITEN




== These events were all about Jesus:
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o It was all about Jesus’ life, death,

resurrection, ascension, and the
pouring out of his Spirit (from heaven!)
... in fulfilment of prophecy.
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o Jesus empowered his apostolic
witnesses by his Spirit (from heaven) to
proclaim the mighty works of God
concerning himself in the many

languages that people could understand.
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Ask: “where in the OT do you read
about people speaking in many
different languages?”
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o Tower of Babel in Gen 11 — where they
initially had one language as they sought
to invade heaven and make a name for
themselves. But God scattered them in
judgment and divided them with
different languages.
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o What we have here in Acts 2 is the reverse
of Babel where different languages are
given to the apostles, not to divide them,
but to unite them in testifying to the
mighty works of God regarding Jesus.
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And | suspect that these climactic events of
Jesus’ life, is what Joel referred to in his
orophecy, using the vivid metaphors of
“blood, fire, vapor, smoke, and the sun
turning to darkness”.
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Remember that’s what the sun did when
Jesus died on the Cross.
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It is all about the climactic events of Jesus.
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This all happens ... before the day of the
Lord comes, before that great and

magnificent day when God judges his
enemies and saves his people!
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So be warned. If you are a king, or ruler,
or a prime minister, or president, or
government official, public servant .
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If you are a youth group leader, a
school teacher, a Uni student ...
know for certain that God has made
Jesus both Lord and Christ.
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He rules, he reigns.
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Not Scott Morrison! Praise God, | think he
knows this too!
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== The world of the apostles and their
hearers ... changed. They were cut to
the heart!
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== Has your world been changed by Jesus?
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o Does your life revolve around him and
his values, or does he revolve around

you and your values?
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o If your world has been changed by
Jesus — how will you steward your
lives for his glory?
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