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Today is the 28th anniversary of Darwin
Chinese Christian Church.
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We want to look at the vision that Christ
has given to his Church.
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What is a vision?
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In a word, vision is the mission from God.
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If the mission is not from God, it is not a
vision.
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Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no
vision, the people cast off restraint” (ASV).

I A — BRI T RS

God’s church is not a group of people
running wild.
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Judges 21:25 In those days Israel had no
king; everyone did as he saw fit.
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Let’s be reminded again that we are the
church of the King of kings.
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Let’s not ignore the Lord of the Church,
and everyone does as he sees fit.
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Let’s be reminded of Christ’s vision for
Us once again.




A. fEmrRfT4 ? Whatis the Mission?

AT F e Ry, AR 3R
(WK i

We say that vision is a mission from God.
What mission does he give us?
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Let's go back to the first chapter of Acts to
find out.
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Acts 1:3 After his suffering, he presented

himself to t
convincing

God.

nem and gave many

oroofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty
days and spoke about the kingdom of
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After his resurrection, for 40 days Jesus

appeared to the disciples and spoke to
them about the kingdom of God.
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What was the disciples’ understanding
of the kingdom of God ?
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We shall find this out from the question they
asked Jesus, and the response Jesus gave them.
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Acts 1:6 Then they gathered round him
and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’
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Pay attention to what was in their minds:
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‘are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”
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Their thought was on the restoration of the
Israelite political nationhood on earth.
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Let’s take a look at Jesus’ response:
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Acts 1:7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you
to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority.
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Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my withesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.
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It is conceivable that when the disciples
heard Jesus saying, ‘you will receive

power' they thought about political power.
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Power is a powerful temptation.



SRBEFRMNE, HHE PR X
HRER TR 57 M A R A2

In chapter four of Matthew, Satan
used power as a hook to tempt Jesus
into give up obedience to the Father.
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Jesus overcame the temptations from
Satan.
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In the tenth chapter of Mark,
Jacob and John wanted Jesus to
give them special authority:
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Mark 10:37 They replied, ‘Let one of
us sit at your right and the other at
your left in your glory.
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In Acts, we again see that the
disciples wanted power: an earthly

olitical kingdom.
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In Acts 1:8, Jesus corrected their
wrongheadedness:
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Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you .....
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Jesus said that the power of God's kingdom
is not political power, not about personal
supremacy, but spiritual power.
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This spiritual power is the power of God
ruling in the lives of his people by the Holy
Spirit.
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The purpose of this power is to spread the
kingdom of God.
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It is spread by witnesses, not by soldiers;
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through the Gospel of peace, not a
declaration of war;
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and by the work of the Spirit, not by

force of arms, political intrigue, or
revolutionary violence.
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The purpose of this power is to spread the
kingdom of God.
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Our mission is:

to spread the kingdom of God
by the power of the Holy Spirit.



B. 5#EHF<? Who is it about?

TGENTEA 9 Y [ A2 2 ) 2
Who did the disciples think the kingdom of
God is for?
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Let us go back and look at the question the
disciples asked Jesus again:
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Acts 1:6 Then they gathered round him and
asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel ?’
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Jesus told them about the kingdom of God,
but what they thought about was the
kingdom of Israel!
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They thought Jesus was going to bring
an ethnocentric political kingdom.
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Let’s look at Jesus’ response again:




fE 1:8 {HERFEImERMNTS £, IR1T5
WAFERE], JFEERRER . MARE
ifi%’ Tﬂaﬁ’ﬁ?fﬂﬂ EHEHPE VERHIN

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.
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The disciples were not only to be witnesses for
Christ to the Jews, but also in Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.

ISR 58 4 2 FHO A LR 3 g
TS e

The mission that Jesus gives to the church is not
just the so-called ‘church ministries' within the
four walls of the church building.
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In Matthew 28:19, Jesus says:

Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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The term “all nations” here comes from
Genesis 22:18.
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In Genesis, God promised Abraham that his
offspring would become a blessing to all
nations.
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Gen 22:18 and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because
you have obeyed me.
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Jesus Christ is this offspring who is the
blessing to all nations.
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Rev 7:9 After this | looked, and there before
me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were wearing white
robes and were holding palm branches in
their hands.



10 KFEWE G [R5 A7
SR ETRATTNR, HRG

10 And they cried out in a loud voice:
‘Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!
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The scope of the mission Christ has given

to his Church is as big as the world,
including people of all ethnicities.
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Is it enough for the Chinese church to only
minister to the Chinese?
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Acts 1:7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you
to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority.
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Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my withesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.’
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Verse 7 emphasizes God's authority over
the mission of the church.
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Verse 8 emphasizes that the church

must submit to the power of the Holy
Spirit in carrying out its mission.
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Receiving the power of the Holy Spirit is

always submitting to the power of the Holy
Spirit.
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What is submitting to the power of the
Holy Spirit?
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2 Cor 3:6 He has made us competent as
ministers of a new covenant — not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter Kkills,
but the Spirit gives life.
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The Holy Spirit guides us through the
Bible, prayer, and worship.
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Do not turn the words of the Bible into
religious laws and doctrines, but to
connect with God himself and establish a
ever deepening relationship with him.




L_L_l;kéé%ﬂ%% ORI A N R RE A
2B 5 10

The more one draws closer to God through
Bible reading and prayer, the more one can
perceive and understand God's will.
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Our prayer and worship gives us strength to
submit to God.
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When we submit to God's will, we
are submitting to the power of the
Holy Spirit.
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Darwin Chinese Christian Church is
stepping into its 29" year of ministry
for the Lord.
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Among us, coming up Is a new generation
of children of God.
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| hope that all of us as a church will keep
responding to the calling of God, and
continue to obey the Great Commission of
God.
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Today, we have learned three lessons:
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To know that your
mission is spiritual — it is
from God.
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To know the scope of

your mission — all

peoples and tribes of
the world.
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To know that you need the
power of the Holy Spirit

— drawing closer to God
through daily Bible reading,
prayer, and worship.
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As we serve the King of kings
may we not forget the vision that he
has given to his church.



