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Jesus Teaching the disciples
to trust Him

)RS 6:1-21
John 6:1-21
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The longer a person believes in Jesus, would
he/she naturally trust Jesus more?
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What is your personal experience as a
Christian?
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This morning, we want to look at the
disciples of Jesus who had more than once
withessed the miracles done by Jesus, and
had been taught by him personally, to see
how much they trust in him.
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From today's message, we hope to
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learn how to build up our faith in Jesus.
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The text is John 6:1-21
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Event summary (verses 1-15):
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Jesus crossed the sea of Tiberias and
went up a mountain. Many people who
had seen his miracles followed him. This
was near the time of Passover Feast.
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Jesus saw the big crowd of about 5000
people, and he tested the disciples by
asking Philip where to buy bread for the
people to eat.
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Philip said eight months’ wages
would not buy enough bread for
each one of the crowd to have a bite.
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Then, Andrew found a boy with five
barley loaves and two fish. Andrew
commented that such little food to
feed so big a crowd was impractical .
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Jesus ignored their doubts and asked
the disciples to get the people to sit
down. He gave thanks for the bread and
fish, distributed them, and everyone ate
as much as they wanted.
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After everyone was full, Jesus asked
the disciples to pack up the remaining
pieces to avoid wastage. The leftover
pieces filled twelve baskets.
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The people saw the miracle performed
by Jesus and believed that Jesus must be
the prophet the Bible promised. They
intended to force Jesus to be their king.
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.
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John 6:5 When Jesus looked up and
saw a great crowd coming towards him,
he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy
bread for these people to eat?’
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John 6:6 He asked this only to test him,
for he already had in mind what he was
going to do.
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Just like in any school, Jesus’ test was to
help his disciples to learn and grow.
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Why did Jesus pick Philip
to ask his question?
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The incident took place in Philip's hometown
Bethsaida, and he should be most familiar
with where to find food.
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Note that Jesus also deliberately used
“where shall we buy bread” to test
Philip’s train of thought.
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It is natural and customary to want to use
money to solve problems.
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Jesus wanted to test Philip to see if his faith
would lead him to solve the problem in a
different way.
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If Philip had had enough faith in Jesus,
he might have answered Jesus' question
like this:
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“Lord, I’'ve seen you turn water into wine. |
watched you heal the royal official’s son
from a distance. | saw you heal the man
who had been unable to walk for 38 years.”
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“I've watched you perform dozens of
miracles. Surely, You can provide bread
for this hungry multitude, even as God
provided manna in the wilderness!”
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But, this was how Philip answered Jesus:
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John 6:7 Philip answered him, ‘It would
take more than half a year’s wages to buy
enough bread for each one to have a bite!
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Philip was a smart man, as he was able
to work out quickly that even two
nundred denarii wouldn’t buy enough

oread for each of these people to eat a
ittle bit.
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However, Philip’s astuteness couldn’t solve
the food problem.
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Andrew agreed with Philip that it was
impossible for them to feed the crowd.
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John 6:8 Another of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 ‘Here is
a boy with five small barley loaves and two
small fish, but how far will they go among
so many?’
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When no other proposals came from
the disciples, Jesus began to show
them how he would feed the crowd.
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John 6:10 Jesus said, ‘Make the people
sit down.” There was plenty of grass in
that place, and they sat down (about
five thousand men were there).
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John 6:11 Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those
who were seated as much as they
wanted. He did the same with the fish.
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The Gospel of Matthew, Mark and Luke each
has a more detailed record on this point:
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Jesus told the disciples to ask the crowd
to sit down in groups of about 50 people
each.
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After Jesus had blessed and broken the
five loaves and two fish, he handed them
to the disciples to set before the people.
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The Bible says they all ate as much as
they wanted and were satisfied!
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Jesus not only taught his disciples, but he also
trained them.
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He wanted them to actively take part in his

miracle, not just being spectators or passive
receivers.
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This training is to realize that God is the

master of his work, and we are chosen to be
the participants.
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Participants are required to obey the orders
of the master by faith.
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Moses’ miracles were accomplished through
his obedience to God's instructions.
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Although the disciples didn’t think it was
possible to feed the crowd of 5,000 people,
vet they obeyed Jesus without questions.
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Do you want to be
a participant in God's work?
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Listen to his voice,
do as you are told.
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John 6:12 When they all had had enough
to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be
wasted.
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John 6:13 So they gathered them and
filled twelve baskets with the pieces
of the five barley loaves left over by
those who had eaten.
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Jesus provided such an abundance that
there were twelve baskets full of fragments
left, and he did it with perfect ease.
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Things that are easy to get, we tend to
waste easily.
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God’s grace is not to be taken for granted
and wasted.
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When we took our daughters to PNG
with us, | knew that it was a road of no
return in terms of their education.
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After high school in our missions center, their
only choice was to do their college abroad in
one of the English speaking countries.
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| knew then | wouldn’t have the financial
means to send them overseas to study.
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But | had heard that some overseas
colleges offer scholarships to foreign
students, and surely this is one way
God can use to provide college
education for our two daughters.
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| also knew that we couldn’t take God's
grace for granted: just because we were
missionary family, God must give us
special treatment.
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What | believed, that | shared with my
Grade 3 and Grade 5 daughters:
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God is faithful and he will provide;
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God does not waste on those who do
not cherish his grace;
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Each of them has to faithfully do their
part,
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Our daughters believed in a faithful God,
and they faithfully did their part as
students by studying diligently.
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They each received a scholarship from a
US university and completed their
tertiary education there.
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Don't take God's grace for granted
and wasting it away!



C. ETFAE®E Loyal to the Father
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John 6:14 After the people saw the sign Jesus
performed, they began to say, ‘Surely this is the
Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus,
knowing that they intended to come and make
him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain
by himself.
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Jesus’ miracle also brought him temptation:
the crowd wanted him to be their Jewish
national political king.

\\

mmnﬁ i A 2R MK
%ﬁ% E/J A o

It is likely that his disciples also liked to see
him becoming the king of the Jewish nation.
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But Jesus refused to be tempted and taught
his disciples to be faithful to the will of the
Father by his example.
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“(he) withdrew again to a mountain
by himself” (15b)
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Jesus said in 6:38:
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For | have come down from heaven not to do
my will but to do the will of him who sent me.
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The disciples had earlier on witnessed
these words of Jesus!
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After the feeding of the crowd, Jesus
avoided the crowd, because some of

the people wanted to force him to be
king.
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He had told the disciples to go on
ahead of Him to Capernaum, then
went up on the mountain by
Himself.
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John 6:16 When evening came, his
disciples went down to the lake, 17 where
they got into a boat and set off across the
lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark,
and Jesus had not yet joined them.
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John 6:18 A strong wind was blowing and
the waters grew rough. 19 When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw
Jesus approaching the boat, walking on
the water; and they were frightened.
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John 6:20 But he said to them, ‘It is I;
don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were
willing to take him into the boat, and
immediately the boat reached the
shore where they were heading.
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Verse 18 tells us that the disciples were
rowing their boat toward Capernaum and
when they were at about the middle of
their route, "A strong wind was blowing
and the waters grew rough”.
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This reminds us of the story that Jesus had
once rebuked the wind and the raging waters,
and the storm subsided. (Luke 8:24).
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In this case, Jesus did not rebuke the wind and
the waters as he had done before (Lk. 8:24).
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This time, Jesus still overcame the problem of the
storm at the sea, but he did it in a different way.
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Once we have experienced the Lord’s power in a

situation, there is a temptation to always use the
same way to solve any similar problems.
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Joshua received a wonderful strategy
from God to conquer the city of Jericho
(Joshua 5:13-6:1-27), but he did not

repeatedly use this method to do battles.
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We need to always be sensitive to the Lord
and follow His instructions.
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Don't treat God as a powerful machine in
the factory.
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Know him well through spending personal
time with him.
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This is why you need to establish the habit

of daily reading the Bible, pray, and
worship him.
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God wants us to know him and trust him.
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We have seen how Jesus trained his
disciples to further know and trust
him.
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He invited them to participate
with him in his work by faith,
and through obedience.
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He trained them not to take
the grace of God for granted
and wasting it away.
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He trained them to be faithful
to the will of the Father, not
vielding to temptations.
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He trained them to know that God
works in a variety of different ways:
don't limit the ways God works.
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Are you ready to personally
know and experience
your God?







