God’s Incredible Future
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Introduction - Being Exiled
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Good morning,

7z,

Please keep your Bibles open in Isaiah 65
as I’ll be referring to it throughout the
sermon.
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First of all, thank you for your partnership
and prayers as | help support the Christians

students at Deakin University grow to

become more mature Christians while they

are studying their courses.
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Some of you may have known me since |
was very small, and | admit that | wasn’t
the most obedient child.
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Even just looking at some of the faces of
my old Sunday school teachers brings me
a sense of guilt.
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| remember occasions | would be given
warning after warning to behave, but
when my teachers had had enough |
would be exiled outside to go sit next
to the rubbish bin near to the kitchen.
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This is the same way Judah was dealt

with - not my son, Judah but the nation
of Judah in the Old Testament.
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We see in the book of Isaiah that after
warning after warning, Judah kept on
sinning, kept on worshipping false idols,

kept on accepting bribes and committing
murdetr.
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So God had enough and punished them. He sent
Babylon to destroy Jerusalem and take their
people away.
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And so imagine you’re one of these people
where your home has been destroyed and
you are taken captive.

FrLL, 158 ZARH 21X 2 N ) —,
PRI o I 4 5%, IRE RN T 15




You are hopeless and defeated but in God’s
incredible mercy, in God’s amazing kindness
and compassion, he tells you that there is
still a hope.
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And so we come to this passage in Isaiah
where we hear God tell his people that
there is still a future for you.
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And in this part of Isaiah, we hear who
this future is for and what this future
looks like.
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A. God’s future is for his servants (Isaiah
65:8-16)
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So in the first part of this passage we see
that this hope and this future belongs to
God’s servants.
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Look at verse 8 and 9 with me
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8 “As when juice is found in a cluster of
grapes and people say, ‘Don’t destroy it,
there is still blessing in it,” so will | do in
behalf of my servants; | will not destroy
them all.
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9 | will bring forth descendants from
Jacob, and from Judah those who will
possess my mountains; my chosen
people will inherit them, and there will
my servants live.
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Throughout the entire book of Isaiah,
one of the things Judah is constantly

compared to is a vineyard. A vineyard
that God had cared for and protected.
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But when it didn’t produce anything
good, when it only produced bad fruit,
all that was left to do was to clear it
out.
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And so you can imagine workers in this
vineyard removing the worthless vines,
chucking out the worthless bad fruit when
someone says ‘hey hey, wait, there’s some
grapes here with some juice!
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In disaster, where Jerusalem is totally
destroyed and Judah is exiled by Babylon:

‘Wait, Wait’ - there are some who still seek
God, and there are some who serve God.
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And it is to them, for those who are
faithful to God, God promises them a
future. In hopelessness and despair,
God promises hope.
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We can see this all throughout this passage:
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 verse 9 ‘there my servants will live’
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verse 13 ‘my servants will eat...my
servants will drink...my servants will
rejoice’
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Verse 14 ‘my servants will sing’
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n God’s kindness and his faithfulhess God
oromises a future to his servants.
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But to those who forsake him, we see what
happens to them in verse 12.
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12 | will destine you for the sword, and all
of you will fall in the slaughter; for I called
but you did not answer, | spoke but you did
not listen. You did evil in my sight and
chose what displeases me.
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Its sad, and its distressing, isn’t it?
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Those who still turn away from God, who
don’t listen to him, they will be cleared
out and thrown aside.
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A few years ago, there was this time where
my front lawn was full of weeds. And so

one Saturday morning, | got up early and
did some gardening.

JLFERT, K E LT RITHIHI P _LAS
W FEE o T — PN ERN L, L
K, TR Z T LAF



And so | was grabbing the weeds,
pulling them out and putting them
into the discard pile.
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And there was this bunch | grabbed
and pulled, and when | pulled them

out, hanging on the end of these so
called weeds were tiny orange
beautiful baby carrots!
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No, these weren’t for the discard pile.
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These were to be brought into my house.
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These were valuable. These were my carrots.
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In God’s judgement of Jerusalem, in the
exile of Judah to Babylon, God finds that
there are still some who respond to him.
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God finds that there are still some who
belong to him.
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And to them, God promises mercy and
hope.
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And so, the question for us today is:
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When we face judgement and destruction
because of our sins, because we have
turned away from God....

Do you turn to Jesus?
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Do you belong to Jesus?
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Where God’s incredible
mercy and hope is found.
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If you are, if you are, this promise of
a future is an immense comfort and

hope.
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In this broken world where there is
disease, ridicule, pain and suffering,
where everything ends in death -
this promise of a future is a relief.
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But if you’re not putting your faith and
trust in Jesus, | weep for you and want
you to know that it’s not too late to
respond to his call.
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B. God’s incredible future described (Isaiah
65:17-25)
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So we have seen that God has a future for
his servants and in our next part of this
passage, we see what this future looks like.
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Look with me in verses 17-19:
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17 See, | will create new heavens and a
new earth. The former things will not be
remembered, or will they come to mind.
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18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what
[ will create, for | will create Jerusalem to
be a delight and it’s people a joy.
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19 | will rejoice over Jerusalem and take
delight in my people; the sound of
weeping and of crying will be heard in it
no more.
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The exiles are given a picture of a place, of
a city that is totally new and it will be so
amazing and filled with happiness that the
memories of the past disaster will no
longer linger.
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That the past despair and shame, will no
longer be carried around with them. It’s
a picture of joy for God’s servants.
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Not only they will have joy but they
themselves will be a joy to God.
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They will please him, they will no
longer disobey him.
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| am sad to return to Darwin
Knowing that pastor Bruce
Chapman is no longer with us.
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It brings me incredible sorrow to
remember at the end of last year,
when Christina and | lost our baby
when she was 8 weeks pregnant.
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But in this new creation there is a
sense of life - of eternal life.
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Verses 20-22 are poetic not literal.
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It’s not saying that there is still death in this
place. It’s the opposite, that the new creation is
a place overflowing with life - life that is long,
life that lasts forever. And death is no more.
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Let’s look closer at verse 22:

LA IR E 227

22 No longer will they build houses and
others live in them, or plant and others eat.
For as the days of a tree so will be the days

of my people.
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Unlike today, lets say you buy a house
now, and in 40 to 80 years time, it will
most likely have a new owner.
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But in God’s future, in God’s
wonderful future, you will always
live in that house, because you

will always live!
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But most importantly, you may noticed a
repeated theme all throughout our passage
this morning:
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We get a better sense in verse 24:
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24 Before they call | will answer;
while they are still speaking | will hear.
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It’s a picture of nearness, of closeness.
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It’s a place where God will be. In this
incredible future, there will be joy, there
will be life, there will be safety. But best of
all, they will be with God!
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Conclusion % iE
Not longing for it enough
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We have a future that is incredible,
don’t you agree?
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It is amazing!
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Yet, | think the problem for us today is that:
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other things take our focus
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other things capture our hearts

RMBIH TG 9 T 2N THI 0 R



When life is comfortable now, when we can
have instant entertainment on TV, our
danger, | think, is taking our eyes off God
and this incredible future he has promised
us, and we fix our eyes on our devices.
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What would our lives look like if
we truely desired God’s future?
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What would we spend our time doing?
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If we truely desired an incredible
eternal future with God,
how would we spend our money?
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How does knowing God’s future
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shape your goals?
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Are we anxious about things in the world?
Or are we working as part of this
new creation?
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Because those who put their trust in Jesus,
those who look to Jesus, your life has been
purchased, you have risen with Christ and

YOU are a new crea

tion now.
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Through Jesus, you are a hew creation now
and you are part of this incredible future.
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And whatever you are going through now,
whether pain, or sorrow or hardship, we can be
comforted by God’s promise of a place where
there will be life, where we will be satisfied,

where there will be no more tears, and we will

be with God.
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