How far should Christian couples go with
modern medicine to have a child?
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Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART)
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* Invitro Fertilization (IVF),
I IEBAEZL
e Artificial Insemination by Husband or donor (AIH/AID),
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 Gamete Intrafallopian Transfer (GIFT),
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* Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSl)
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God'’s plans and purposes for the procreation

of children LS AEBZFAITRIFIEAY

Genesis 1:27-28

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God
he created them; male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves
on the ground.”
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God'’s plans and purposes for the procreation

of children LS AEBZFAITRIFIEAY

Genesis 2:18, 24

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will
make a helper suitable for him.”

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to
his wife, and they become one flesh.

A2 2:18, 24
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God'’s plans and purposes for the procreation

of children LS AEBZFAITRIFIEAY

Psalm 127:3-5

3 Children are a heritage from the Lord,
offspring a reward from him.
4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior
are children born in one’s youth.
5 Blessed is the man
whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
when they contend with their opponents in court.
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Theological Principles relating to God’s
purposes and plans for children
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1. Children are to be born to a male and female
within the marriage covenant
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Theological Principles relating to God’s
purposes and plans for children
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2. Children are to be welcomed into this marriage
relationship.
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Theological Principles relating to God’s
purposes and plans for children
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3. It is important that children are born to their
biological parents.
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Theological Principles relating to God’s
purposes and plans for children
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4. Children are to be the fruit of the sexual union, a
gift from God.
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Implications for whatever type of Assisted
Reproductive Technology (ART) we use:
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1. Given that children are to be welcomed if God
perm|ts It; ART is not a necessity.
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Implications for whatever type of Assisted

Reproductive Technology (

ART) we use:
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2. Given God'’s design for the

nurture of children
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within the marriage covenant, ART should not be
used outside of this relationship.
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Implications for whatever type of Assisted
Reproductive Technology (ART) we use:
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3. The important biological bond and the nature of
children as begotten not made means that a third
party should not be involved in ART
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Implications for whatever type of Assisted
Reproductive Technology (ART) we use:
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4. The desire to have a child doesn’t become a project.
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Implications for whatever type of Assisted
Reproductive Technology (ART) we use:
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5. ART should be used in ways which protect the
dignity of the developing child.
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