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Moses, the Most Humble
Person on Earth

K& 12:1-3
Numbers 12:1-3
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What do you think of when you think of
Moses?
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Exodus from Egypt?
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Parting the Red Sea?
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The Ten Commandments?
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Great prophet and leader?
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Dramatic miracle-workers?
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Those things are all true enough.
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Moses is indeed one of those great men
in the Old Testament.
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Most of us would tend to think of what
Moses did more than who he was.
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So what did God see when he looked into
the heart of Moses?
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According to Numbers 12:3, God saw a
humble man — Moses was very humble,
more humble than anyone else on the face

of the earth.
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What does Moses' humility have to do with

us?
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The humility of Moses was “gentleness”

in the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

R, AEEEVE R FRAT R4 2 e

‘Eﬂ]lﬁo

Today, let Moses show us what is
humility, or gentleness.
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First of all, humility or gentleness is not
cowardly.
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Moses was a shepherd in some of the
harshest lands there was.
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He personally ordered and led a mass

execution, killing 3,000 of his own people!
(Exo 32:25-28)
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Numbers 12 illustrates the humility of
Moses.
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Num 12 ! Miriam and Aaron began to talk
against Moses because of his Cushite wife,
for he had married a Cushite. 2 ‘Has the
LORD spoken @through Moses?’ they
asked. ‘Hasn’t he also spoken through us?’
And the LORD heard this.



R I BT RIS KA
£ 1’8515%#}*"“‘/-E’JEL JRIA . 1 EE P EXT
ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ%/\/\t’@;ﬂjﬁﬁg/\ﬂ% ] :r:X
157 BE

1
-

Pay attention to the “only” in verse 2, as it
points to the real reason why Miriam and
Aaron talked against Moses. It was just an
excuse for them to talk against Moses when
they complained that Moses had married a
Cushite woman.
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They wanted to be equal with Moses
so that there was no need for them to
follow Moses if they didn’t want to.
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Following this in Numbers 12 we read of
these points:
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Moses did not defend himself.
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God vindicated Moses.
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God punished Miriam with leprosy.
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Aaron asked for forgiveness for
himself and Miriam, and he asked
Moses to intercede for Miriam so that
she would not live a leprosy for life.
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Moses did not take the opportunity to
take revenge on Aaron and Miriam,

he pled with God for Miriam to be
healed.
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God listened to Moses’ petition and
healed Miriam of leprosy after she was
confined 7 days outside the camp.
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Moses' humility: Not defending himself,
and repairing evil with good.
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Moses Trusted and Obeyed God
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We have just seen an example of Moses'
humility.
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Humility in the Bible is more than being
polite and modesty.
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Num 12:3 The word describing Moses’
humility is also translated as “afflicted” in
many scriptures.
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The content of Chapter 12 of Numbers is
actually to explain the humility of Moses.
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In the humility act of Moses, there is a very
important and distinctive element in it.
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That is, the humility of Moses is closely
related to his relationship with God.
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Moses' humility wasn’t an innate character.
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Moses was humble because he had first
learned to surrender to God.
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Moses was raised as a son by Pharaoh’s
daughter, and was educated in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians and was

powerful in speech and action. (Acts
7:20-22)
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He thought that God would use him to save

the Israelites who were suffering under the
hand of Pharaoh. (Acts 7:25)
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His first attempt to be a hero failed and he
had to flee to live in Midian as a shepherd.
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Forty years later, when God called
Moses to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt, Moses had been honed in the

life of the wilderness of Midian to be a
man without arrogance.
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But Moses still needed to learn to submit to
God and obey him, to become the humble
man God wanted him to be.
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You might think that it’s such a cool thing to
be performing the miracles of 10 plagues.



157\59 é/

— IR
’f/J\ Z:/\)_Z

However,
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when the miracles you

oerformed obeying God's instructions

failed to bring Pharaoh to his knees,
would you still feel that you are

charming]

y cool?
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Wouldn’t you begin to have doubt on the
power and meaning of those miracles?
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In particular, Moses was not interested
with this task from the beginning.
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The execution of the miracles of 10 plagues
had honed Moses’ trust and obedience in

God.
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It is this trust and obey in a living God that
gives strength to Moses’ humility.
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Humility is a Fruit of the Spirit
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The humility that Moses exhibited is one
of the characteristics of the fruit of the
Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23 —
gentleness.
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Note that humility is not a gift of the Spirit!
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1 Cor 12:8 To one there is given through
the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another
a message of knowledge by means of the
same Spirit,
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1 Cor 12:9 to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that
one Spirit,
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1 Cor 12:11 All these are the work of one
and the same Spirit, and he distributes
them to each one, just as he determines.
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The fruit of the Holy Spirit is a character, an
attitude, a habit that you need to cultivate.
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Col 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience.
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We are urged to ‘clothe ourselves’ with
the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
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It means that | have to pro-actively yield
myself to the Holy Spirit/the word of God

in my attitudes and my habits.



ZE3E  Conclusion:
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Humility in the Bible is more than being
polite and modesty.
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The source of the inherent strength of
humility is our trust and obedience in
the Lord.
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Humility is a fruit of the Spirit that we need
to ‘clothe ourselves’ with.
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We ‘clothe ourselves’ by pro-actively yield
ourselves to the Holy Spirit/the word of
God in attitudes and habits.




Would you seek to be the
humbler person God wants
you to be in this year?



