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The Healing Miracle
At Bethesda Pool

28RS 5:1-19
Gospel of John 5:1-19
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Of the many incidents of Jesus
healing people, John selected
only a very few to include in his

Gospel.
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His selections were intended to teach the
important things about who Jesus is and
what it means to believe in him.
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The scripture we are going to look at this
morning has a wealth of information.
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| can only choose three points to share
with you.
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Hopefully it will help us to have a clearer
understanding of who Jesus really is and

God’s salvation.
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An Ungrateful Sinner
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Let us first get to know the sic
was healed by Jesus.
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He was one of many sick people lying in the
colonnades next to the pool in Bethesda.
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Diagram of Pool of Bethesda
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Jesus approached him and he did not
recognize Jesus.
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This is probably because of his immobility

that confined him from social life that he
had never gotten around to meet Jesus.
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He didn’t seek Jesus’ help. Jesus took the
initiative and asked him “Do you want to
get well?” (v6)
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He did not answer “Yes” or “No”.
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Having been sick for 38 years, he didn’t expect
anyone able to heal him.
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John 5:7 ‘Sir, the invalid replied, ‘l have no
one to help me into the pool when the
water is stirred. While | am trying to get in,
someone else goes down ahead of me.”’
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He grumbled and blamed others!
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Maybe he had some attitude problem, and
that caused him not getting help from
others.
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Although he did not answer Jesus that he
wanted to be healed, Jesus healed him
anyway.
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John 5:8 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up!
Pick up your mat and walk.’
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John 5:9 At once the man was cured; he
picked up his mat and walked. The day on
which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and
so the Jewish leaders said to the man who
had been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath; the law
forbids you to carry your mat.’
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picked up his mat
and walked
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It is the Sabbath;

the law forbids you
to carry your mat
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John 5:11 But he replied, “The man who
made me well said to me, “Pick up your mat
and walk.””
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He shifted the blame to Jesus who had
healed him!
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John 5:12 So they asked him, ‘Who is this
fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?’
13 The man who was healed had no idea
who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into
the crowd that was there.
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After he had healed the man, Jesus slipped
away. We did not see the person he healed
making any attempt to find Jesus, to thank
him and find out who this healer was.
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He seemed to be a person who cared only
about himself.
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John 5:14 Later Jesus found him at the
temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well
again. Stop sinning or something worse may
happen to you.” 15 The man went away
and told the Jewish leaders that it was
Jesus who had made him well.
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This amounts to betraying Jesus!
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Why did he do that to Jesus? The Bible
does not tell us, we can only guess.
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Maybe this has to do with what Jesus said
to him in verse 14.
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John 5:14 Later Jesus found him at the
temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well
again. Stop sinning or something worse
may happen to you.
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Maybe he didn't like Jesus” knowing his sin
and warning him.
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Didn't Jesus know that he was such a person
before he healed him?
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Are you thinking that Jesus shouldn’t have
healed this person?
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Do you think you are good enough?
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How good does a person have to be, to be
worthy of God's grace?
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The answer is that grace cannot be
obtained by one’s worthiness.
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Grace is a gift of God's love.
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Eph 2:4 But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead

in transgressions — it is by grace you have
been saved.
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A gift, you do not accept it, is not yours.



B. ERERHIZRE The Glory Of Jesus
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In this passage we can observe a few things
about Jesus.
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First, Jesus took the initiative to approach
the sick person.
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John 5:5 One who was there had been
an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When
Jesus saw him lying there and learned
that he had been in this condition for a
long time, he asked him, ‘Do you want
to get well?’
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Jesus singled him out from among many
others.
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Jesus knew that he had been ill for 38 years

and had experienced much suffering. Jesus
had compassion on him.
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He is a compassionate Lord. He knows the pains

sinners bear. He seeks out sinners in order to
save them.
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* he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?’:
Jesus respected him, saw in him the dignity of
a being created in the image of God.
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John 5:7 ‘Sir, the invalid replied, ‘I have no one
to help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While | am trying to get in, someone else
goes down ahead of me. 8 Then Jesus said to
him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’ ° At
once the man was cured; he picked up his mat
and walked.
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Although this man did not know who
Jesus was, and he did not think that
Jesus could heal him, yet Jesus took
the initiative to heal him out of
compassion.
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Jesus’ miracle of healing was not done to
self-glorified:
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John 5:13 The man who was healed had no
idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped
away into the crowd that was there.
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John 5:14 Later Jesus found him at the
temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well

again. Stop sinning or something worse
may happen to you.’
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His concern is that individuals do not
perish, but have eternal life.
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Rom 5:6 You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person, though for a
good person someone might possibly dare
to die.
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Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.
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Jesus' glory is demonstrated in
his unique sacrifice for sinners!
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Work Greater Than Healing
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John 5: 18 For this reason they tried all the

more to kill him; not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God.
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The Jews had wanted to kill Jesus because

for more than once he performed miracles
and healings on the Sabbath.
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Now they wanted even more to kill him
because he was making himself equal with
God!
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However, in the face of the threat of death, Jesus
not only not backing down, but he went on to
further clarified the reality:
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John 5:19 Jesus gave them this answer:

‘Very truly | tell you, the Son can do nothing
by himself;
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he can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does
the Son also does.
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Jesus was not saying that he is inferior to
the Father. He was not doing a comparison.
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He was emphasizing that he and the
Father were completely united, so that
the son would only do what he saw
the Father was doing.
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The Sabbath was established by God for
man, for the purpose that man would take
rest from their work and enjoy the goodness
of drawing near to God.
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God doesn’t limit himself with the Sabbath.
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Jesus did what he saw the Father doing.
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In other words, God fulfills his will through Jesus.
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God‘s will is not to establish a Utopian kingdom
of man on earth.
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Jesus will not follow people to do things.
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The things that the Father wants to
accomplish and the purposes of his doing
them transcend time and space on this
earth.
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What God wants to accomplish through
Jesus goes beyond performing signs and
wonders on earth.
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Therefor, do not stop at the four Gospel
books in your reading of the Bible.
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There are many things in Revelation that
God wants to accomplish through Jesus.
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The Jews who wanted to kill Jesus

regarded Jesus as a person with special
powers.
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B3 22:12  Revelation 22:12
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They wanted to confine Jesus and his actions
to the system of their world.
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However, even today, Jesus will continue to
do what he sees the Father is doing.
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Every miracle Jesus did was meant to lead
us into seeing the Jesus who is far much
greater than the miracle that happened,
and seeing God's greater will.
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The Jews were blinded by the miracles
Jesus performed.
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Brothers and sisters, could it be possible
that sometimes our eyes are blinded by
signs and wonders, and cannot see the
real Jesus and the will of God that are
beyond signs and wonders?
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Undeserved sinner is offered the gift
of salvation by God. He/she needs to
believe in God and accept the gift to
own it.
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Jesus is the only One by which we must
be saved.
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Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.
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Read the Bible for the Jesus who is more
than a healer and a wonder worker.
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Jesus wants us to obey the Father, and
do the will of the Father as he does.
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Press on in pursuing the goals for this year
proactively:
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Draw near to God through daily reading
of God’s Word, meditating, and praying.
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Cultivate the fruit of the Spirit
through practicing it in daily life.
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Helping others know Jesus.
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