i‘%%m%i%

vOU WILL NOT B

LIRS 4:43-54
Gospel of John 4:43-54

E




T}

5

RS 1-4 EHAH— AN ERER T FE S0 .

One of the main themes of John 1-4 is “Belief”.

Intro:
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The Gospel of John aims to show what true faith
IS, because there are many who seem to believe,
but theirs is not the saving faith.
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John 4:43 After the two days he left for Galilee.
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This means that Jesus left Samaria and
continued his journey to Galilee.
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John 4:44 Now Jesus himself had pointed
out that a prophet has no honor in his own
country.
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his own country: Refers to Nazareth, Jesus’
hometown, which was in Galilee.




But, the next verse says:
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John 4:45 When he arrived in Galilee, the
Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all
that he had done in Jerusalem at the
Passover Festival, for they also had been
there.
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In verse 44, Jesus said that he was not
honored in Galilee. Verse 45 says that the
Galileans welcomed him.
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What Jesus said doesn’t fit what the
Galileans actually did to him!
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Let’s look at verse 45 again:
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John 4:45 ....., the Galileans welcomed him.
They had seen all that he had done in
Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they
also had been there.
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The Galileans welcomed Jesus because they
had seen the miraculous signs Jesus did in

Jerusalem.
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Jesus came not so that people could worship
his power.
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Jesus pointed out that “a prophet has no

honor in his own country.”

A prophet preaches the words of God.
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Jesus wanted people to believe that he
was the Messiah and to believe in his
words, repent and turn to God.
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What Jesus wanted was not that people

marveled at his ability to perform signs and
wonders.
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His teachings and sighs and wonders were

meant to generate the saving faith in man,
not to be sensational.
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Both in Jerusalem and Galilee, Jesus' own
people heard his teaching and saw his
miracles, but refused to trust in him.
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John 1:11 He came to that which was his own, but
his own did not receive him.
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John 2 22 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he
was performing and believed in his name. %% But
Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he
knew all people. ?> He did not need any testimony
about mankind, for he knew what was in each
person.
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Jesus knows that the “faith” of some only

wants to gain benefits from him, b
accept Jesus to be the Lord of thei
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Is Jesus the Lord of your life?
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Jesus Heals the Official’s Son
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John 4:46 Once more he visited Cana in
Galilee, where he had turned the water into
wine. And there was a certain royal official
whose son lay ill at Capernaum.
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John 4 4 When this man heard that Jesus
had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went
to him and begged him to come and heal his
son, who was close to death. %3 ‘Unless you
people see signs and wonders, Jesus told
him, ‘vou will never believe'
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The words of Jesus were not only spoken to
the official, but also to all other Galileans.
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‘Unless you people see signs and wonders,
you will never believe.’
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Jesus was not scolding people, but to evoke

true faith in people to trust in him.
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the true identity of the one he came to seek

help from.



ORI 15 15 52 (1 K B GRRAR, 0
T 25 B R 21 IS 72 1
The words of Jesus surely awakened the

official, causing him to begin to consider
who this Jesus really was.
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Let us continue to look at the
reaction of the official.
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John 4 ¥ The royal official said, ‘Sir, come
down before my child dies.” °%‘Go,’ Jesus
replied, ‘yvour son will live.” The man took
Jesus at his word and departed.
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Earlier on, Jesus challenged the official not
to be like everyone else who would not
believe without seeing a miracle happened.
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Now we see the official responded to Jesus’
challenge positively: he took Jesus at his
word and departed!
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John 4 > While he was still on the way, his
servants met him with the news that his boy
was living. 2 When he enquired as to the
time when his son got better, they said to
him, ‘Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the
fever left him.
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Why did the official care to enquire about
the time his son got better?
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Because he wanted to make sure that his
son was really healed by Jesus with his
commanding word.
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His care and faith did not stop at his son’s
getting healed.
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He now wanted to know more about this
Jesus who had healed his son.
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| can imagine how the official in the days
that followed kept pondering on what he
had heard Jesus taught, and the miraculous
signs and wonders he had seen Jesus
performed, and readjusted his knowledge
of Jesus.
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Verse 53 tells us t
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John 4 33 Then the father realized that this
was the exact time at which Jesus had said
to him, ‘Your son will live.” So he and his
whole household believed.
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From the belief in the healing power of
Jesus, the official's faith developed into
believing in the identity of Jesus — the
Messiah (Savior) sent by God.
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From an “urgent faith” his faith turned into

a saving faith that led his whole household
to turn to Christ.
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Jesus was not only the Lord who healed,
but more so the Lord of life to the
official’s whole family!
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John 4 >% This was the second sign Jesus
performed after coming from Judea to
Galilee.
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All the miracles that Jesus did were a kind of
”Sign”.
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A sign carries a message.




Imagine and guess:
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In Papua New Guinea, you walk on the path
in the jungle, you see a small tree with a
blade of long leaf tied around the tree.
What is the meaning of the sign?
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It tells you that someone has wanted that
little tree for himself/herself, maybe he/she
wants to move and plant it in his/her own
land. So, the sign says “Reserved, Mercy”.

That is, don’t cut it off!
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What message do the miracles (signs) of
Jesus wants us to know?
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What is the purpose of the miracles of
Jesus?
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The answer is in John 20:30-31.
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John 20 3! But these are written that you may

@ that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in

his name.
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The purpose of the miracles of Jesus
is so that you may:

a) believe that he is Christ (Savior)

b) believe that he is Son of God
c) by believing you may have life in his name
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The meaning and purpose of miracles are
not determined by the people who witness
the miracles or experience the miracles,
but by the Master of the miracles.
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That’s why Jesus’ miracles are signs.




ZE3E  Conclusion:
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Believing in Jesus is not merely
believing what Jesus is able to
do and what he had done in

history.
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Believing in Jesus is that you trust
Him as your personal Savior and
the Lord of your life, and you have
a life relationship with him.
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One cannot say that he believes
in Jesus and yet does not want to
have a life relationship with Jesus.

HEHANT ML E 2 FEHIN

May we not be ones who will not belicve.



