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Man’s plans and God’s Plan
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Acts 26:12-20
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Jesus in Luke 21:12-13 predicted what his
disciples would encounter in the future.
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His prediction was both sobering and
encouraging.
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Luke 21:12 ‘But before all this, they will
seize you and persecute you. They will
hand you over to synagogues and put you
in prison, and you will be brought before
kings and governors, and all on account of
my name.
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Luke 21:13 And so you will bear testimony
to me.
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The sobering thing is that some disciples would
be arrested and persecuted.
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The encouraging thing is that God would
use the imprisonments and persecution as
opportunities for the disciples to be
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esses to the truth of the gospel.
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Imprisonment will interrupt man's
strategy in spreading the gospel, but it
will not stop God's gospel strategy.
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Isaiah 55:8-9 & “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. ° “As the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts.”
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It’s God's will to accomplish his gospel
strategy through us. Therefore, as each of
us goes through life, we will also certainly
experience the higher thoughts and higher
roads of God that surpass ours.
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This morning, let us take a look at
what God did through Paul, and
how Paul cooperated and obeyed
God’s will.
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Man’s Plans and God’s Strategy
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From Romans 15 and the book of
Acts it is obvious that Paul had very
clear plan for evangelism.
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But have you noticed how many times
Paul’s witnessed to Christ was carried
out in circumstances he did not plan?
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God is the master p
to do is to wear gos
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nel as shoes on our feet.
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preach the word;

be prepared in season

and out of season (2 Tim 4:2a)



A R e 10 20 Or 2 78 NV F: IH = T A
] Lk

Today's scripture is about Paul's testimony
before King Agrippa.
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This was not Paul’s plan!
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Two years earlier Paul had been arrested
on false charge in Jerusalem.
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At the time he got to give his testimony to
the whole Jewish Sanhedrin
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Then there was a plot against his life and so
he was moved to Caesarea on the coast.
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This time, he gave his testimony to Felix the
Roman governor.
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After two years in prison in Caesarea, the
new Roman governor Festus put Paul
before king Agrippa so they could hear
what he had to say.
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So the whole Jewish legal council, and
three of the highest political officials in
Palestine (Felix, Festus, Agrippa) all heard
the gospel because Paul was arrested and
imprisoned on false charges.
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Paul's experience fulfilled what Jesus
predicted in Luke 21:13: “This will result in
your being witnhesses to them."
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God has gospel purposes in all the setbacks
of our lives.
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The Lessons We Should Learn
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Is anyone of you in the midst of a two-year
or longer time of setback today?
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Anybody on an unplanned two-year detour?
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Pray that God work out his gospel purpose
through your detour.
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And put on the gospel shoes on the detour,
be ever ready to be a witness for the Lord.




IR oK, IRA] ELIZAET K,
“FW, BHEERANELX—K. FH
EBRH—K, TMPrE 59
AR B BRIIOE. "

You get up in the morning and you can pray,

“Lord, | know I do not control this day.
Would you govern my day so that all its
unplanned detours are spiritually
valuable?”
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“Help me to see divine appointments

where Satan only wants me to see
interruptions and irritations.”
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| would like to share a two and a half
years of detour experience of mine:
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Before | embarked on my missionary career,
| had a plan to achieve it.
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My plan was something like this:
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Leave the pastoral ministry and by faith
return to the seminary for a year to
get a bachelor’s degree in Theology.
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In that year, begin to search for a

missionary ministry suitable for me.
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Then be a co-worker in a church with a
strong vision for missions, serve for two
years, and then be sent to a mission field.
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Well, the last two parts of my plan didn’t
work out as | wished.
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| didn’t end up serving with a so-called
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on-minded church.
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put me in a small church and | was

responsible for the senior-citizen ministry
for two and a half years.
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In those two and a half years, | could not
see God paving the way for my desire to do
missions.
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Sometimes | shed tears and prayed asking
God for how long did he want me to wait
before he would open the way for me.
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Although | had struggles in my heart, |
persevered , and sought to be faithful to
God in the ministry he entrusted me then.
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At the end of two and half years involving in
senior-citizen ministry, God opened the door
for my desire to do missions.
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It was according to his timing and ways,
not mine.
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Years later, looking back, | realized that God
was doing two important things on me in
the two and a half years.
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Firstly, he healed the wounds | experienced
in the ministry in the past few years.
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Secondly, he trained me in my faith in him
so that | can be faithful to him.
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A challenging 27 years of waiting in
exchange for being molded spiritually
for lifetime good, what a super gain!
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Returning to Paul's experience: God brought
Paul to stand before King Agrippa in a way
other than Paul's plan.
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In Jesus’ word, why things like this happen is
for a testimony.
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Today's scripture shows us that God has
his will and appointments in our lives,
and that Paul was ever ready to testify
for the gospel.
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It is so with yours and mine, too.
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Are you ready to cooperate and obey
the gospel purpose of God in your life?
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What Christ Aimed to Do through Paul
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“Go” and “Tell”
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Acts 26:17b | am sending you to them
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This requires a willing and ready heart.
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To Open the Eyes of Unbelievers
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Acts 26:18a to open their eyes
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God will open the spiritual eyes of those who
need the gospel through the “answers” (1 Pe
3:15) and intercession of the believers.
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To Turn Unbelievers from Darkness
to Light
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Acts 26:18b and turn them from
darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God
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Through the testimonies of believers, God
wants to demolish Satan's strongholds (2
Cor 10:4), and to bring people from the
power of darkness into the kingdom of the
Son he loves (Col 1:13).
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To Grant Forgiveness and a Place in

God’s Kingdom
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Acts 26:18b so that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among
those who are sanctified by faith in me.
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God's desire is “not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
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God wants to “birth” more spiritual children,
so that they will receive his abundant grace.
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He is going to use your life and my
life to accomplish this will of his, just
like he had used Paul’s.
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Are you willing,
and are you ready,
to be the useful vessel
in the hand of God?




