HaARER 2 (2)
Why Prayer Matters? (2)

= 11:3-4
Luke 11:3-4
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Last Sunday we saw that real prayer begins with
honoring the name of God, and a desire for his reign
of love and mercy to come upon men and women

everywhere.
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Prayer is a discipline that changes us from being a self-
centered person to being more God-centered.
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We want his name to be glorified and his truth to
be spread, not our names and our influence.
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But Jesus also tells us to pray very practically for
ourselves.
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Let’s look at Luke 11:3-4.
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Luke 11:3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who sins against us. And lead us
not into temptation.”
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Look upon our Father to provide (11:3)

B% 11:3 JATHHRIRE, RRGHEIRA].
Luke 11:3 Give us each day our daily bread.
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Some people may think: | had always supported my

family by my own strength and had never needed any
help from God. Why do | need to rely on him now?
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Some people may say: didn’t we just said that we
should not be self-centered? How come we are
asked to pray for our own needs now?
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In fact, Jesus does not mean that people who are
not lacking do not have to pray.
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This prayer is a declaration of God's authority
over all things, it’s a worship and a looking up to
God.
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So, this prayer is not that we should focus on our

needs alone, but that we should also think of
God in our daily life.
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Knowing that whether | am in abundance or | am
lacking, God is still reigning over all, and he will
watch over me.
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This prayer also teaches us not to worry about

the things we can't control in our life and not to
be greedy.
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Matthew 6:25 ‘Therefore | tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothes?
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The God who gives us life and body also will
supply us food and clothes.
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How does God provide us?
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Through our working hard:
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Gen 3:19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat
your food until you return to the ground, since

from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return.’
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2 Thess 3:10 For even when we were with you, we
gave you this rule: ‘The one who is unwilling to work

shall not eat.’
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1 Tim 5:8 Anyone who does not provide for their
relatives, and especially for their own household, has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
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In unusual circumstances, God provides in
unusual ways.
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Two teenagers overheard an elderly woman
praying aloud with her window opened.
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ked God to supply money or food so that

ne did not have to go hungry.
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The boys decic
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ed to mock her faith.

They bought a loaf of bread and a bottle of milk
and stealthily slipped the milk and bread
through the window.
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ne saw the food
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She praised God for hearing and answering her
prayers.
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Then the two boys stuck their heads up above
the window sill and said, “Woman, you are
stupid. God didn’t send those things, we did. We
did it just to prove to you how dumb you are.”
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What would you say at a time like that?
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The lady smiled, thanks the boys for the food,
and then said, “Maybe the devil brought
these things, but God sent them.”
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Remember our Father's grace of forgiving us
our sin (11:4a)
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Luke 11:4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who sins against us.
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All sin incurs a debt in God.
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This debt is what Jesus paid as he suffered
and died on the cross.
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Every time we sin, we go deeper and deeper
in debt to God.
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No amount of good deeds make up for the debt
we owe God because good deeds is not the
currency God accepts in payment.
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The only currency God accepts to pay our sin
debt is the blood of Christ.
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We must continually pray and ask God to forgive
us.
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We must also partner with God in working
toward holiness so that we are able to commit
less and less sin.
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In this prayer, we pray to receive forgiveness
from God, and we are also extending forgiveness
to those who have offended us.
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A heart that cannot forgive others is also a heart
that does not experience God's forgiveness.
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If a person does not experience God's
forgiveness, he is not only a person who does
not have peace in his heart, but his relationship
with God will also go from bad to worse.
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Forgiving is not forgetting.
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Mat 18:21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord,
how many times shall | forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? Up to seven times?’
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If you forget, it would always be first time offense, and
soon it would not be any offense, because you have

forgotten it!
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How did Jesus answer Peter’s question?
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Forgive and forget? No!
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Mat 18:22 Jesus answered, ‘|l tell you, not seven
times, but seventy-seven times.
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It’s not about counting the number of times one

is being offended, nor is it about forgetting one
had been offended.
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It’s about keep on forgiving just as God keeps on
forgiving us each time we ask him to.




E—MEL T, —PDASARREAMA:

Under one situation an individual would find
it impossible to forgive others:
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That is, he has not really accepted and
experienced the forgiveness of the Lord.
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Have you received and experienced God’s
forgiveness?
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Pray for the preservation of our Father (11:4b)
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Luke 11:4 And lead us not into temptation.™
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Here, the English Bible says “/lead us not into
temptation.”
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Does it mean that if we do not ask God not to

lead us into temptation, he will really lead us
into temptation?
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James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say,
‘God is tempting me.” For God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;
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James 1:14 but each person is tempted when
they are dragged away by their own evil desire
and enticed.
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Here, Jesus applied a negative rhetoric. For
example, “not a few” means “many”.
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So, “Lead us not into temptation” means far from
leading us into temptation, God would lead us into his
righteous way where we will be kept from sin.
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This prayer is a humble admission that if God were to
withdraw his gracious hand, we would fall into sin
immediately.
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It has been vividly paraphrased as,

“Lord, if the occasion of sinning presents itself,
grant that the desire may not be found in me; if
the desire is there, grant that the occasion may

not present itself. ”
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The second half of the Lord's Prayer is a prayer
for the whole of a man.
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It covers the needs of a man’s body, soul, and
spirit.
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God’s interest and love for man touches the whole of our
lives.
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That’s why Paul encourages us, saying:

1 Thes 5:17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.
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In 2019, let each of us learn to pray and pray
continually.
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Through our prayer life, let us be drawn closer to
the Lord, and he to us.
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