Franklin Graham Evangelistic Rally — Feb 13 (Wed)
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Fields Are Ripe For Harvest

£)wta F 4:27-42
Gospel of John 4:27-42
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Let us first review the end of last Sunday's scripture:
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John 4:25 The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called
Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, ‘l, the one
speaking to you — | am he.’




2] 4:27 41 14ERE
ANUiTE; HEwa AN TR ZA4T

i H/deﬂ”r AU TE

John 4:27 Just then his disciples returned and
were surprised to find him talking with a woman.
But no one asked, ‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why
are you talking with her?’

HR BRI )

REYN: 737 REIRE

K, Fifar BNk — N1

*ﬂ:?JjZ

Bk T

The conversation between Jesus and the
Samaritan woman ends here.
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When we look at today's scripture, we will

talk about whether the Samaritan woman
at this point had believed in Jesus or not.
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Experienced Jesus personally (27-30)
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John 4:27 Just then his disciples returned and
were surprised to find him talking with a
woman. But no one asked, ‘What do you want?’
or ‘Why are you talking with her?’
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The disciples’ surprise stemmed from 2 sources:
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First, cultural conditions.
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Second, they didn’t understand Jesus’ mission.
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Culturally, Jewish men were not to talk to
women in a public, and Jesus was talking to
a Samaritan woman. Worse still, this is a
woman whose morality is questionable in
the way she lived.
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The disciples were surprised, but did not
ask Jesus any question.
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However, the author Apostle John told us
the questions in their hearts.
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‘What do you want?’
‘Why are you talking with her?’
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In fact, at this juncture the disciples should be
surprised that Jesus should choose men such as
they were to be his disciples!
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John 4:28 Then, leaving her water jar, the
woman went back to the town and said to the
people, 29 ‘Come, see a man who told me
everything I’'ve ever done. Could this be the
Messiah?’ 30 They came out of the town and
made their way towards him.
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If the disciples knew the background of the
Samaritan woman and what she was doing now,
they would have greater shock than ever!
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A woman who had to avoid people and fetch
water at the hot noon now went into the city
center to speak to everyone.
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And also publicly mentioned that someone had
revealed everything she had ever done.
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Everyone knew about the disgraceful things she
had always done. How dare she went public
about it!
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Has this Samaritan woman gone crazy?
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After Jesus said to her, ‘I, the one speaking to
you — | am hel’, she left her water jar and went

into the city to do foolish things.
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What is this all about?
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The answer is: she had an encounter with the
Lord of life
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met a Savior who doesn’t come to

condemn the world but to give living water.
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The living water in her is overflowing right now!
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This Samaritan woman is testifying for the
salvation she had personally experienced.
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Have you ever personally encounter Jesus?
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Or, you have only heard about him?
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Have a harvest mindset (31-38)
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John 4:31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him,
‘Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them,
‘I have food to eat that you know nothing
about.” 33 Then his disciples said to each other,
‘Could someone have brought him food?’
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John 4:34 ‘My food,” said Jesus, ‘is to do the will
of him who sent me and to finish his work.
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Have you ever been busy focusing on one thing
so that you don’t want to eat when it’s time for a
meal, and you just want to finish your work?
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| believe most of you have had experiences like

that. This was what happened to Jesus at Jacob’s
well.
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What did Jesus cared about and focus on so
much that physical needs became secondary?
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We don't have to guess because he told the

disciples plainly:

to do the will of him who sent me
and to finish his work

HSWREE T AW (1 A oy 3

/7{7’&'/%;0

iﬁ

2N — P WE

Jesus wanted the disciples to know his mission

and develop a harvest mindset.
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They needed to understand what God was doing
in that situation, so that they could partner with

God and be used by him.
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Why must one have a harvest mindset?
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John 4:35 Don’t you have a saying, “It’s still four
months until harvest”? | tell you, open your eyes
and look at the fields! They are ripe for

harvest. 3¢ Even now the one who reaps draws a
wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that
the sower and the reaper may be glad together.
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The fields are ripe for harvest: you may not
see it if you don't have a harvest mindset.
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The disciples could not see that the
Samaritan woman and her compatriots were
like ripen fields ready for harvest.
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harvests a crop for eternal life: The wage of
the harvester is eternal, not just short-lived
earthly wages.
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the sower and the reaper may be glad

together: The harvester is able to share the
joy together with the sower, his co-worker.
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4:37 Thus the saying “One sows and another
reaps” is true. 38 | sent you to reap what
yvou have not worked for. Others have done
the hard work, and you have reaped the
benefits of their labour’
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seeds must be sown before harvest: Do
you pray for friends and relatives? Do you
keep in touch and care? Is there a life
testimony worthy of the gospel of Christ?
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Some sow, some harvest: you have sown
seeds, but it is not necessarily you who will
harvest, it may be others. Be humble,
knowing that you are only one part of the

ministry — learn to partner with God and
with others.
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Invite others to come and meet Jesus (39-42)
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John 4:39 ‘Come, see a man who told me
everything I've ever done. Could this be the
Messiah?’
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The Samaritan woman invited her compatriots

to come

to see Jesus.
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John 4:39 Many of the Samaritans from that
town believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, ‘He told me everything I've ever
done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him,
they urged him to stay with them, and he
stayed two days.
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Many believed in Jesus because of the testimony and

invitation of the Samaritan woman. After they met
Jesus, they asked Jesus to stay with them!
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God is able to use whoever he wants to accomplish the
work that is impossible for people to achieve on their

ownh!
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John 4:42 And because of his words many
more became believers. 42 They said to
the woman, ‘We no longer believe just
because of what you said; now we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that
this man really is the Saviour of the
world.
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The testimony and invitation of the
Samaritan woman gave rise to the
opportunity for her compatriots to
establish a personal relationship with
Christ.
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The Samaritan woman was used by God because
she:
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had a personal counter with Jesus.




s HAREIRLS, BEEEE.

had a harvest mindset, was willing to saw
seeds.
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Invited others to come and meet Jesus.
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God could use the Samaritan woman, he can
also use you.
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Are you willing to be a blessing to others
who have not known Christ yet?
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The tields are ripe,
get up and harvest!




