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The third chapter of John describes the
encounter between Nicodemus and Jesus.
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Nicodemus, as a religious leader and a moral
man, was no doubt shocked by Jesus’ opening

words:



2] 3:3 HRSR[A[ZE . [ FRELSSAEAE R & RIR,
NEANEL, FABELAIE. |
John 3:3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly | tell you, no

one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.
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Nicodemus’ religion was not sufficient. He
needed the new birth.
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The 4th chapter of John gives the account of
Jesus’ encounter with the immoral Samaritan

woman at Jacob’s well.
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Jesus skillfully showed her that she needed the
living water that He can give.
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The 3rd and 4th chapters of John bring out the
same basic message with different metaphors.
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Nicodemus and the unnamed Samaritan woman
are as different as they could be.
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He was a Jewish man; she was a Samaritan
woman.
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He was educated and orthodox in the Jewish
faith; she was uneducated and heterodox.
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He was an influential leader; she was a nobody.
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He was upper middle class; she was lower class.
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He was morally upright; she was immoral.
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He sought out Jesus because he recognized His
merits; she had no idea who the stranger at

the well was, who sought her out.
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He came to Jesus at night; Jesus and the
woman met at noon.
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Nicodemus responded slowly and rationally;
she responded quickly and emotionally.
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But Jesus loved both of them.
He came to seek and to save
all types of people.
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Jesus comes to call sinners to him
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John 4:1-3 tells us Jesus left Judea for Galilee

pecause he wanted to avoid any conflict with the
Pharisees.
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Why did Jesus let his disciples baptize people?
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By baptizing, He attested the unity of His work
with that of the forerunner.
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And, why didn't Jesus himself perform baptism?
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Jesus himself did not baptize because he wanted

to show that his identity supersede that of John
the Baptist, and so is the truth.
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Jesus is the only son of the Father who was sent

oy the Father to be the Savior of the world, not
just a prophet.
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John 4:4 Now he(had t oo through Samaria.
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In fact, some Jews who were strict with the laws would
bypass Samaria to reach Galilee.
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Jesus had to pass through Samaria because he wanted
to meet the Samaritan woman.
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Jesus was determined to go to Samaria,
and through this Samaritan woman he
wanted the Samaritan dwellers in the
city to hear the gospel.
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John 4:7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water,
Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The
Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and | am
a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’
(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
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Jesus asked the Samaritan woman to give him
water and got an unfriendly response. The
scripture says that it was because the Jews do
not associate with Samaritans.
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There is a historical reason here:
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In 722 BC, Assyrians attacked the Northern
Kingdom of Israel, deporting most Israelites to
different places and placing foreigners in
Israel. These Israelites who stayed in Israel
intermarried with the foreigners and became

the Samaritans.
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Their religion was a mixture of their foreign gods

with Judaism.
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When the exiles from the

Southern Kingdom of

Judah returned from Babylon, the Samaritans

offered to help them rebu

ild their temple, but the

Jews viewed them as foreign enemies and refused

their offer.
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The same thing happened later when Nehemiah
was rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 4:1-3).
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Then, in about 400 B. C., the Samaritans built a
rival temple on Mount Gerazim. The Jewish
leader John Hyrcanus burned it down in 128 B.C.
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the Samaritans only accepted the Pentateuch
(the first five books of the Old Testament),
not all of the Jewish Scriptures. So the Jews
viewed the Samaritans as biological and
religious half-breeds.
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It is an incredible thing for Jesus, a Jewish man,
to ask for water from a Samaritan woman.
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Dignified Jewish men like Jewish rabbis did not
talk to women in public.
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Jesus had not only talked with a Samaritan woman, he
even asked her for water that would be seen as ritually
unclean for any Jew to drink!
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It is very likely that the Samaritan woman came to fetch
water at noon because she wanted to avoid others due to
the immoral life she was living.
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She did not say: "Sir, you look like a Jewish rabbi,
| thirst to know your God, can you tell me how to

do that?"
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Because of her sinful lifestyle, she wasn’t seeking
to know God!
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Jesus “had to” pass through Samaria because he
was seeking for the lost souls in Samaria.
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Jesus did not come to be a culturally and

religiously good and much commended Jewish
man. He came to accomplish God’s will.
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Jesus says in Matthew 9:13:
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‘But go and learn what this means: “I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners.
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Jesus saved the thief on the cross.
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He saved Paul, the chief of sinners who was
persecuting the church.
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He saved this immoral Samaritan woman.
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Jesus wants to save you too!
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Jesus offers sinners living water
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Note three things here:
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The living water that Jesus gives is a “gift”, not
something that you can earn or qualify for.
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John 4:10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the
gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,
you would have asked him and he would have
given you living water.
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John 4:14 but whoever drinks the water | give
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give
them will become in them a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.
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Salvation is a gift, not a reward!
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No sinner is excluded from the offer of this gift.
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In the eyes of most Jews at the time, including the
disciples at this stage, this Samaritan woman was not
worthy of Jesus to save her.
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Jesus didn’t exclude her from receiving this gift,
he doesn’t exclude you, too!
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This living water will quench thirst forever.
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John 4:14 but whoever drinks the water
| give them will never thirst. Indeed, the

water | g

ive them will become in them a

spring of water welling up to eternal life.
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“in them” shows that true Christianity is not primarily a
matter of rituals and ceremonies, but rather an inward,
personal relationship with the

living God.
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When we have a spring of water welling up inside us to

eternal life, we can always drink from it and not ever be
thirsty again.
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Knowing Jesus and receiving living water

To receive the gift of God, you need to:
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Know this is a gift from God, not a matter of keeping
rules and rituals, but rather of new life through the
Spirit that bring us into a relationship with the living

God. (10,14)
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Know that Jesus is the one who can gives us
living water.
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Jesus is bigger than Jacob (12), and he is the
only begotten Son of God sent to be a Savior.
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Ask Jesus to give you this living water. (10)
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We have seen that Jesus came to this
save sinners.
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This includes everyone of us here anc
outside of the church.

those
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If you haven’t asked Jesus for the gift of God,
would you be willing to ask him this morning?
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If you are already a Christian, would you be
willing to share the good news with others?
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If you are willing to pray to Jesus for
this life, please pray with me in your
heart.
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| pray a sentence, you say the
sentence after me.
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Lord Jesus, | am willing to receive the living
water that God offers to all.
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| believe you are the Savior sent from God.

ARG IR e G 1X AR s /K G 25 3%
| believe you are able to give me this living
water of life.
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Please, give me this living water now.
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By faith in Jesus Christ | receive this living water
of life.
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| pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.




