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Joint to the Lord
and Bearing Much Fruit

29831 F 15:4-5
John 15:4-5 __ =
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In 2019, with the mind of obeying Love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength (Deut. 6:5), we
want to practice Joint to the Lord and Bearmg‘_
Much Fruit John 15:4-5).  _, o
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John chapters 13-17 are the words of Jesus
spoken to the disciples to prepare them for
their mission when he knew that he would
soon be crucified, and eventually leave
them.
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The disciples had always had Jesus with them.
One day, when Jesus left the earth and returned
to the Father, what were the disciples to do?
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Who would replace Jesus to accompany them
and lead them? e
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Did their relationship with Jesus have to end
here and be cut off from now on?
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This morning let’s look at how Jesus talk about
this to the disciples from John 15:4-5.
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Let's read these two verses again:

2] 15:4-5
John 15:4-5
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John 15:4 Remain in me, as | also remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.
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5 ‘l am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and | in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing.
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The Vine and the Branches |
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| am the vine; you are the branches
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Although Jesus was about to leave his disciples,
it is surprising that he did not set up a. Ieader to

replace himself for the dISCIpLES
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Instead, Jesus all the more emphasized his
relationship with his disciples!
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Jesus did not turn over his disciples

to a religious leader in the world!
M,




F WA EFLICE AR M Z, RITKE!

From now and evermore Jesus is their Lord, and ours!

:
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John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival.
Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.




Do you know
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Jesus’ relationship to you? |
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He is the vine, you are the branches.
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Jesus says that you have a life relationship with
him — that of eternal life, not just — awio, = @& _
on earth. 7
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Because this eternal life is now joint to Jesus,
we will now bear the fruit of the nature of

Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we
need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through

these he has given us his very great and precious

promises, so that through them you may participate in

the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the
world caused by evil desires. =
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The disciples of Jesus do not only learn much
truth knowledge and talents and skills from
Jesus, but more importantly, they must be able
to bear the fruit of life.
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As vine branches, they are to bear ..
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99" 1 If the vine produces sour oranges...
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How do we maintain the organic
relationship between the vine
and the branches?
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4a Remain in me, as | also remain in you.
5b ....you remain in me and | in you....
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Jesus wants an intimate relationship with ea%b
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Just as you can't let another person
replace you to fall in love, you can't let
others replace you to establish and
maintain a life relationship of love with
Jesus.
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Each branch needs to receive life from the vine, it
can’t depend on other branches to do it on its

behalf.
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This means each one of us is special and precmus
to Jesus. He knows each
of us individually.
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John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; | know
them, and they follow me.
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He guides and uses each of us differently, and
does not treat us like products to be s, @
rapidly mass-produced in H'F# | |
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Notice that Jesus says: “My sheep listen to my
voice”
= the voice of Jesus
== the voice of another man or sheep
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| Our relationship with the Lord is not only
personal and intimate:
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“remain in” = live in
= consistently, continuously
=5 five minutes heat & o [T o o,
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C. 2458 +F Bearing Much Fruit
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5¢ “If you remain in me and | in you,
you will bear much fruit”
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Is there anyone in our midst who feels that he/she had

bore too much fruit in the past, and now he/she can
', g

stop bearing fruit? X %
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Because this is a consistent and continuous living
relationship, we will not only bear fruit, but we
will bear much fruit.
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This is the will of the Lord for us.
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5d apart from me you can do nothing.

AT E A &-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ AT R FR, B
A BRATEASGE B AR RS FRATTH B = o

We either remain in Jesus and bear much fruit,
or we are not fulfilling His will for us.
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In 2019, let us work on Joint to the Lord, and
bearing more fruit.
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Specifically, this year we want to pursue:
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Daily personal devotion time:
worship, Bible reading, meditate, pray

2) B FRRIER SR E R KR T (I 5:22-23)

Cultivate and practice the fruit of the Holy
Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)

3) BN ZERL, FARIHERGR

Become an Andrew, bring people to meet Jesus

TR e

T R S R R I R RN RS Eeomimmmeemomem—= A P




}! And, the key attitude to adopt is: !
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BE INTENTIONAL
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Although the Lord Jesus is not physically
with us, he desires us to have a consistent
personal and intimate relationship with

him that is far beyond physical cIoseqess.
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In 2019, we want to remain in the Lord and
bear much fruit.
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We want to intentionally pursue three goals:
1) daily personal devotion time with the Lord;
2) cultivate and practice the fruit of the Spirit;
3) leading people to the Lord.
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As a start, | would like to introduce you to a Bible
commentary website that you can refer to when
you don't understand the Bible verses you read.
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Chinese Bible commentary website:
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https://cmcbiblereading. com/ - |
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English verse-by-verse Bible commentary
website:

Verse-by-verse Commentary: Bible Exposiiton
Commentary
https://versebyversecommentary.com/
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Note: It doesn’t include every book of the Bible.
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~ Look for a “Select a book” box to search for a particular Faq
. book, then the chapter, and then the verse. J
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In 2019, let’s intentionally pursue
personal growth in our spiritual like!




