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Theme for 2019
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Joint To The Lord and Bearing Much Fruit
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Theme Scripture

Z)EEE 15:4-5
Gospel of John 15:4-5
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THE MOST IMPORTANT
COMMANDMENT

DA fE S 12:28-34
Gospel of Mark 12:28-34
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The theme of our church for 2018 is “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength" (Deut 6:5).
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Today is the last Sunday of 2018.
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We will look at the theme of 2018 from
another Bible text, to remind and
encourage us, and to prepare our heart
to enter the new year.
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Which is the first command of all? (28)
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Mark 12:28 One of the teachers of the law came
and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus
had given them a good answer, he asked him,
‘Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?’
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The person who asked Jesus the question was a
“Scribe”, the teacher of the law who was well
versed with the Jewish law.
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The Gospel of Mark says that he admired how
Jesus responded to those who used questions to
trap him, so this teacher of the law came to
consult Jesus.




R R R e P AR R — B R KR ?

His question was: Of all the commandments,
which is the most important?
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Is this an easy question to answer?
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Let’s take a look at the challenge of answering
this question.
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The Jews have:

613558

613 commandments
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365 of them forbid you from doing certain things

248 25 EOR IR IR E4T HY
248 of them require you to positively do them
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These more than 600 commandments are
divided into light and heavy commandments.
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heavy = absolutely binding, must strictly abide by
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light = less binding, not too strict
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The problem: nobody could agree on which
were greater and which lesser. There were
unending hair-splitting theological debates.
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The teacher of the law hoped that Jesus would
be able to give a satisfactory answer.
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In fact, man cannot attain perfection through
obeying the law.
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Paul says that no one will be declared righteous
in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our
sin. (Rom 3:20)
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Let us now look at how Jesus answered
the question of which commandment
is the greatest or the most important.
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Love the Lord your God, and love your
neighbour as yourself (29-31)
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Mark 12:29 ‘The most important one,
answered Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear, O Israel:
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
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Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all
yvour heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.” 31 The
second is this: “Love your neighbour as
yvourself.” There is no commandment greater

than these!
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What is the most important commandment?

ZEREIA, NEZ AW (29-31)

Love the Lord your God, and
love your neighbour as yourself (29-31)
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Jesus’ answer did not come from thinking hard or by

way of doing analysis, but it is an inevitable answer
flowing out from the nature of God.
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The intimate relationship between the Father and the
Son allowed Jesus to express the Father's will without
any hesitation and difficulty.
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The Word of God, whether in the form of
commandments, sacrificial rituals, or teaching, is actually
intended to guide man to discern the heartbeat of God,
and not to be used as burden to add onto others.
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Jesus’ answer is to combine commandments from
different scriptures into one commandment.
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Jesus' view of the law of God wasn't about lists
out about lifestyle of love.



HR &R 5< T Z 4 B W oK B H Aric 6:4-5.

Jesus' commandment to love God comes from
Deuteronomy 6:4-5.
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Jesus' commandment to love your neighbour
comes from Deu 10:18-19 and Lev 19:18.
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How should we love God?
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We are not asked to love a god that is a
stranger.
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For the Israelites, this God is the Redeemer
who led them out of Egypt, and the God
who made a covenant with them.
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For Christians today, this God is also our
Redeemer, the God who will bring us to be
with Him in eternity, our heavenly Father.
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Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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“the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (29): Know who
God is. Our love for the Lord must be undivided and

steadfast.
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The first of the Ten Commandments
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Exo 20:3 ‘You shall have no other gods
before me.
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“the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (29)
“Love the Lord your God with all your
...... and with all your strength.” (30):

heart

Lively and intimate personal relationship

with the Lord.
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.” (30):

God wants our whole being. We want to love
God in every aspect of life - inside and
outside.
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Note: The order of loving God and loving your
neighbour is also important. The flow is loving
God and then loving your neighbour.
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Jesus’ asking us to love your neighbour as
yourself (31) is to love others according to how
God loves me.
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Before | went to Papua New Guinea as a mother
tongue Bible translator missionary, | seriously
checked myself before God and told myself: “If
you are not prepared or unwilling to @ the
local people for whom you want to translate the
Bible into their mother tongue, then you are not

qualified to go and do so!
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On top of mother tongue Bible translation,
we also do our best to care for and help
them in their physical needs, because we
believe that God loves them as much as
God loves me.
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In the seventh and eighth years, | began to feel that
they were getting less and less cute.
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One day, | complained in my heart: “Why should |
come to this unsafe place with my wife and daughters
to take risks and suffer torture? | can return home and
serve God in Malaysia!”
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| had run out of love for the people.
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In that most depressed moment, suddenly it was
like God talking to me in my mind.
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He said to me, “l will not ask you to love them
again. But are you willing to do one thing for me?
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He asked me, "My son, do you know that | love
you? Have you experienced my love?"
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With awe, gratitude and full attention, | replied,

“Of course | know your love, and | truly have
experienced your faithful love all along.”
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He said: “You don't have to try to love them with your
weak love. Just let them know how | have loved you.”
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| did just that. And, | continued to serve there for
another seven years.
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1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.
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You are not far from the kingdom of God
(32-34)
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Mark 12:32 ‘Well said, teacher,” the man

replied. ‘You are right in saying that God
is one and there is no other but him.
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Mark 12:33 To love him with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all your strength, and to
love your neighbour as yourself is more important than
all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw
that he had answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are
not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on
no one dared ask him any more questions.
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The teacher of the law listened to the words of
Jesus and he was able to see God’s love in the
aw. Jesus praised him and said, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” (34)

IR OIS A A 4 A B\ 0 R 2

What else did the teacher of the law need
to enter the kingdom of God?
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This teacher of the law who “had answered

wisely (34)” would be able to enter the kingdom
of God when he would repent and trust in Jesus.
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Are there such people among us?
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Choose to repent and trust Jesus today!
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through the law we become conscious of our
sin. (Rom 3:20)
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The most important commandment is to love
God and love others. This is the heart of God.
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We love because God first loved us.
(1 John 4:19)
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We need to repent and trust in Jesus as the
Savior to enter the kingdom of God.
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Brothers and sisters, pray, and ask God to help us
demonstrate through the life we live the most
important commandment, to please God.




