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Famous people will attract many fans.

ERSR SRR 400, Bt s] T %
)M 22 2K F5 Mt 2R 15 A 28 7 55
Jesus can be considered as very famous because

ne also attracted many fans to turn up and see
nim performing miracles.
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Sadly, many of these fans went no further than

attending free miracle show.
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This morning we want to take a look at one
man who did go deeper to get to know Jesus.
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Coming to See Jesus at Night (1-2)
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John 3:1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man

named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council.
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Nicodemus is a Jewish leader with knowledge,
power, and prestige.
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John 3:2 He came to Jesus at night and said,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has

come from God. For no one could perform the
signs you are doing if God were not with him.’
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Why did Nicodemus come to see Jesus at night?
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see him come to Jesus.
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Some people think that Nicodemus, as a Jewish
leader with prestige, is embarrassed to let him
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Others think that because Nicodemus wanted to
talk to Jesus more privately, so he came to see

Jesus at night.
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The fact is, he came! Whereas other Jewish leaders kept
on taking the position to stand against Jesus.
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Another point of view is that the word “at night” is used
to express Nicodemus'’s inner condition.
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Let’s take a brief look at how “at night” is used in John:
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John 9:4 As long as it is day, we must do the
works of him who sent me. Night is coming,

when no one can work.
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John 11:10 It is when a person walks at night

that they stumble, for they have no light!
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Remember Judas who betrayed the Lord?
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As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went
out. And it was night.
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We see that John uses “at night” in the Gospel of
John to describe man’s vulnerable condition.
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We all have the experience that during the day we
play different roles - parents or children, workers

or bosses, staffs or customers, relatives or friends,
etc.
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During the day we know who we are.
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In the evening, lying in bed, taking off the roles of
the day, sometimes we suddenly feel lost and
confused, wondering who | am.
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During the day, familiar to others and himself,
Nicodemus was a Pharisee, the Bible teacher (10),
and a leader of the Jews.
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But he also had the kind of lost and confused moments at
night, so he thought maybe Jesus could help him.
Therefore, he came to see Jesus.
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Although Nicodemus had status, power, was a prestigious
Bible teacher, yet he knew he still had shortcomings.

HEATIE? What about us?
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Nicodemus hoped that Jesus could answer his
secret questions.
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When he said, ‘Rabbi,(we) know that you are a

teacher who has come from God.... 7, he still
could not take off his status as a Jewish leader.
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He thought that with his Bible knowledge and
observations, he understood God and knew who Jesus
was.
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But Jesus wanted Nicodemus to know that there were
many things concerning God Nicodemus did not know.
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Do we suppose we have figured God out?
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The Necessity of Being Born Again (2-10)

54 (2-10)
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John 3:3 Jesus replied
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, 'Very truly | tell you, no one

can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.
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Seeing some meaning in miracles
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Kingdomof God =~ = Reign of God
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Jesus invited Nicodemus to go from “knowing” the
knowledge of truth to “personally experiencing,
receiving” the reign of God.
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Having a relationship with God
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Evaluating God
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Jesus said ‘no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again.
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John 3:4 ‘How can someone be born when they are
old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cannot enter a
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!’
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Nicodemus thought that the born again that
Jesus talked about was impossible.




2] 3:5 Hpfkin: [IRSLSELALER SRR, A
= A RMKRERER, A mEE.,
6 MR LR 2R & ; Mif‘mﬁ%
R. 7 Tyl [RIMIDTEA] , RAEDRL
7'72%—“

John 3:5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly | tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my
saying, “You must be born again.”
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Although Nicodemus said that to be born
again was an impossible thing, Jesus
repeatedly stressed that man must be born
again to see / enter the kingdom of God.
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What does born gain mean?
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3:5 ‘born of water and the Spirit’
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3:6 ‘Spirit gives birth...”
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3:8 ‘born of the Spirit’
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The work
of God
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Verse 5 refers to “born of water and Spirit.” Some
may think that this “water” refers to the water

baptism, and one must be baptized to be born
again.
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In fact, “water” does not mean water Baptism.
Greek grammar tells us that "water and Spirit" is
one unit and cannot be disassembled.

LT




IH %) AP 454536:25-27 $e 2R R EZMEIE

The Old Testament book Ezekiel 36:25-27 talks about
what God would do in the future.
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There, “water” is used to symbolize cleansing from

impurity, and “spirit” for the transformation of the heart
to full obedience. Both are the work of God.
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God will not only cleanse and not transform the heart,
nor will he not cleanse the heart and transform people.
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John 3:8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear
its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.
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John 3:9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked.
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God's work in man’s life - that is the life relationship

between man and God - man may not be able to fully
understand it.
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Suppose we let ten couples whom we don't know, who
are of same race, culture, economic background, living
environment, and close in age, all stand randomly in a

row in front of us.
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Can we easily pick out who are whose spouse?
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Life relationship between God and man is not easily
discernable with the naked eye.
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John 3:10 ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and
do you not understand these things?
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These words of Jesus is to help Nicodemus fully
realize that man can't use his own strength, status,
knowledge, and even self-confidence to replace
God, God’s power, and his work.
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How to Be Born Again (11-15)
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John 3:11 Very truly | tell you, we speak of what we
know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you
people do not accept our testimony. 12 | have spoken
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how
then will you believe if | speak of heavenly things?
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Jesus used the plural pronouns “we” and “you”
to remind Nicodemus that his knowledge of
God was still incomplete, and having

knowledge about God does not equal having a
relationship with God.
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When Jesus said “we”, he hinted that he was one with
the Father. So he said the words in verse 13.
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John 3:13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the
one who came from heaven — the Son of Man.
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Who else can understand God's power and God's heart
more thoroughly than Jesus?
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John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.’
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“lifted up” alludes to being nailed on the cross. (Num
21:4-9)
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“the Son of Man” implies Christ/Messiah — Jesus’
identification with humanity.
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"Moses lifted up the snake": Leaving Egypt in the
wilderness, the Israelites rebelled against God and
complained against Moses. God sent the snake
into the camp to bite them. Later, God had mercy
on them and asked Moses to cast a bronze snake
around a pole and lift the bronze snake up. God
would heal everyone who looked to the bronze
snake.
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Jesus told Nicodemus that the Son of Man would

be crucified, “that everyone who believes may
have eternal life in him.”
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be born again?
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Because Nicodemus was willing to come to Jesus at
night, Jesus gave him the answer:
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Believe in Christ
who would be crucified for the world
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Nicodemus was an outstanding Bible teacher and he

understood the words of Jesus.
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| will end with two passages:

2] 7:50-52  John 7:50-52
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The chief priests and the Pharisees sent people
to capture Jesus. Those people were amazed by
Jesus’ teaching and returned empty-handed, and
got a good scolding for it!
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John 7:50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier
and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 ‘Does
our law condemn a man without first hearing him to
find out what he has been doing?’ 52 They replied, ‘Are
you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that
a prophet does not come out of Galilee!



2 19:38-39 John 19:38-39
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Jesus was placed in the grave...
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John 19:38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for
the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With
Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away.
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39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man
who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about
thirty-five kilograms.
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Nicodemus came to see Jesus at night. Later, he
had a changed life, with God reigning inside him,
he served God openly in broad daylight.







