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Jesus Cleansed
the Temple

2R 2:13-25
John 2:13-25
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We usually see Jesus as a very gentle person....

(5 K48 19:13-14)

For example, people would willingly brought
their children to him. (Matthew 19:13-14)
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Yet, there were times when Jesus wasn’t gentle.
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One of these times was when he drove out
those who used the temple as a market place.
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This morning, we will learn more about Jesus
from this incident.
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John 2:13 When it was almost time for the
Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 In the temple courts he found people
selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others
sitting at tables exchanging money.
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John 2:15 So he made a whip out of cords, and
drove all from the temple courts, both sheep
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. 16 To
those who sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of

here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a
market!’
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(343:1-3),
The prophet Malachi prophesied that the Messiah

would come suddenly to purify the temple
(Mal 3:1-3).
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By taking the drastic action of cleansing the
temple, Jesus was making a public claim to be the
Messiah.
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This cleansing of the temple by Jesus happened
in Jerusalem during the Passover.
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Passover was a commemoration of the Exodus
of the Israelites from Egypt (Ex 12).
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The Passover feast was an annual event held in
Jerusalem that lasted one week.
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The first day is called the Passover, the following
six days are called the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. All Jewish males were expected to attend

the Passover Feast.
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Those who came to the Passover needed to
offer cattle, or sheep, or doves as sacrifice.
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Moneychangers would charge enormous fees to
exchange the various currencies into the temple
coinage.
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This exchanged money was used to buy their

sacrificial animals or the doves. The temple
leaders also benefited from money exchange.
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Paul, in First Timothy 6:5 reproved those who thinks that
“godliness is a means to financial gain”.

= Jis () BUAR AT X L AE SRS B e 485K 52 i A AN B £
g;]f %ﬁj’tf & 1 OREBEGEM I, WRRF 1A TSR

The leaders of the temple and those who traded in the
Court of the Gentiles not only oppressed the people
who came to the temple to worship God in terms of
money, but they also deprived them of the grace of
worshipping God.
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The Court of the Gentiles' House is a gathering
place specially prepared for the God-fearing non-
Jewish believers to come to worship God.
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In the noises of man, cattle, sheep and doves, and
the stench of the animal feces, how could these
non-Jewish believers concentrate in worshipping

God?
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It is no wonder that the Lord Jesus
drove out these traders and their
animals and doves!
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When | was in mission field, a fellow worker once
gave a few hundred dollars to help a small village
church to purchase zinc roofing for the church.
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Soon after, a young man playing guitar in the
church worship suddenly fell ill every Sunday and

didn’t turn up for the service.
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Later, the pastor found out that the young man
thought the money given to the church was taken
by the pastor. He thought he himself had often
served by playing guitar in the church and
therefore he should also get a share of the money
but he didn’t. So, he was angry and refused to
come to the church!
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Are we coming to learn the truth,
to know God, and to worship him?
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Do our

attitudes and actions

hinder others from worshipping God?



B. HRBRHISEY] The Zeal of the Lord (16-17)
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John 2:16 To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get
these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s
house into a market!” 17 His disciples

remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your
house will consume me.’
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These merchants and the temple
leaders had turned the court for the
non-Jews to come and worship God into
a place of business - a stark mockery to

the honor and glory of God !
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Jesus said, "Stop turning my Father’s house into a
market!"
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Not a temple of the pastor, the elder, or whoever;
but my Father’s house!
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Jesus meant: "You have not only offended
people, but you have offended my Father!"
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At the same time, he was also saying that he was
the Son of God!
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Verse 17 says that the disciples much later recalled

Psalms 69:9, a psalm of a righteous sufferer.
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Why did the disciples think of
Psalm 69:9 afterwards?
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Psalms 69:9 for zeal for your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.
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It is not just because Jesus had quoted the first half

of Psalms 69:9 but also the disciples had later on
seen the second half of it fulfilled on Jesus.
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The humiliation and death of Jesus on the cross
fulfilled the second half of Psalm 69:9.
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This caused the disciples to be even more sure

that Jesus was the foretold suffering righteous
servant — he is the Messiah!
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The Son of God Jesus cared about the will of the
Father which is for all to know and worship him,
that their sin will be cleansed and forgiven, and
they become the children of God, and have
eternal life.
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How much do we care about
the things in God's heart?




C. XHRSRHIAAN The Authority of the Lord
(18-25)
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John 2:18 The Jews then responded to him, ‘What

sign can you show us to prove your authority to
do all this?’
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The "Jews" here actually refer to the leaders of
the Jews.
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They did not think that what Jesus did was

wrong. |
and aut

2 2:19 Hifik[m

"hey just challenged Jesus what position
nority he had to correct their wrongs.
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John 2:19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this
temple, and | will raise it again in three days.’
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John 2:20 They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six
years to build this temple, and you are going to
raise it in three days?’ 21 But the temple he had
spoken of was his bodly.
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Jesus knew that they only wanted to go against him and
did not want to repent, so he did not do any miracle to
prove his authority to them.
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Although Jesus didn’t offer any miracle, he did
indicate that his authority came from the fact of
his identity as the Lord who would be raised from
the dead, and as the Son of God!
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22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples
recalled what he had said. Then they believed the
Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
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The unbelieving and unrepentant Jewish leaders
did not benefit from Jesus’ words but his words
later on strengthened the faith of his disciples in
God’s word and in all that Jesus had said to them.
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Sometimes, God's Word can only be grasped at
its appointed time.
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John 2:23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he
was performing and believed in his name. 24 But
Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he
knew all people. 25 He did not need any
testimony about mankind, for he knew what was
in each person.
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These verses say that many people saw the
miracles that Jesus did and they believed in the
name of Jesus. But, Jesus would not entrust
himself to them.
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In other words, Jesus did not let himself be
influenced or misled by their “faith”.
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24b ....for he knew all people
25b ....for he knew what was in each person
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Regardless of whether the faith of these people
who believed in the name of Jesus was genuine
or not, the problem lay in their@otives)— what

was in each person’s heart!
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24a But Jesus would not entrust himself to them
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In line with 24a, we can say that those who believed
in Jesus then had the intention to dictate Jesus.
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They desired Jesus to be the king of Israel and

liberate them from under the Gentiles (Roman
regime)!




GAAF—HE, A2 B v AR R kAN E 20 AE +
=2 S o

Like Peter, they would try to persuade Jesus not
to die on the cross.
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Matt 16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to
me; you do not have in mind the concerns of
God, but merely human concerns.’
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The authority of Jesus does not come from the
faith of believers.

“DRIVIE OFL IR I _E7r” RS ANAS L EAE
The belief that "Your faith is your God" is not a
Christian faith.
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Do you want to believe in a God who can be
manipulated by your faith?
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We can turn into Christians who are cold to
God and ruthless to man. If this is the case,
we should repent, seek forgiveness from the
Lord, and begin to obey the will of the Lord.
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As children of God, do we care about the
Father's heart?
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Remember: The God we trust in has authority.

Do not attempt to manipulate him with your
faith.




