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John 20:30, 31 tell us the purpose
of John writing the Gospel of John.
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John 20:30 Jesus performed many other signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.
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Turning water into wine is the first miracle of
Jesus.
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| hope that through this miracle we can have a
better grasp of who Jesus Christ is.
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The Setting:
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John 2:1 On the third day a wedding took
place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was
there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had
also been invited to the wedding.
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John 2:3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’
mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.
4 ‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus
replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’
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Why did Jesus call his mother "woman" at this
point of time?
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At that time, "woman" = Madam; Lady.

It was a respectful form of address
towards a female.
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Addressing his own mother "woman" still
sounded a little alienated. Why did Jesus

do this?
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Let’s take a look at verse 3 again:
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John 2:3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother
said to him, ‘They have no more wine.
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Think about it: when the wine was gone,
why did the mother of Jesus come to him?
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Because she wanted Jesus to perform
a miracle to solve the problem!
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The angel Gabriel once told the mother of Jesus
that she would conceive a son when she was
still a virgin, and the boy was to be named
Jesus — Yahweh/the Lorp saves. (Luke 1:31)
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The angel also said to the mother of
Jesus that this child was to be called
the Son of the Most High and the
Son of God. (Luke 1:32, 35)
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It seems that when the wine was gone at the
wedding reception, Mary, the mother of Jesus,
intended for him to reveal his identity as
Yahweh/the LoRrp saves.
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Jesus' answer was a subtle hint to Mary that
their mother-son relationship had changed.
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Jesus is no longer doing things for the will of his
earthly parents. He is to carry out the task of the
Lorp saves and the Son of God.
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When our relationship with Christ is the most
important relationship, all other relationships we
have will be transformed and changed.
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When we bow to Christ as our king,
we learn to sacrifice our wants so that
we may show the love of Christ to
those around us.
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This new relationship makes us willing to
let go of the TV programs we love to
watch and care for our children and
spend time with them.
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John 2:5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby stood six stone
water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from eighty to
a hundred and twenty litres.
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John 2:7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the
jars with water’; so they filled them to the
brim. 8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw some
out and take it to the master of the banquet.
They did so,
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John 2:9 and the master of the banquet tasted the
water that had been turned into wine. He did not
realise where it had come from, though the servants
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the
bridegroom aside 10 and said, ‘Everyone brings out
the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have
saved the best till now.”’
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The six stone jars contained water used for the

ceremonial washing of guests’ hands and
cooking utensils.
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This washings were not just to take care of dirt.
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The unspoken belief is that through proper
observance of the ritual for cleaning the
outside, we’ll be clean on the inside. We’ll be
whole before a holy God.
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But Jesus used the utensils that were originally
used for ritual cleaning in a new way.
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The jars are used as instruments through which
man can reach God, they now become vehicles
for God’s blessing to man.
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What once held water that man used to wash
and to approach God now held wine generously,
provided by God for man’s enjoyment.
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Wholeness before God was once achieved
through ritual, it now comes through a living
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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John 2:11 What Jesus did here in Cana of
Galilee was the first of the signs through
which he revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.
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Jesus not only brings us new relationship and
new cleansing, but he also brings new level of

belief.
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The meaning of “sign" in verse 11 is something
which makes people recognize an object or a
person.
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Jesus’ words and deeds were signs about who he
iIs. His disciples saw the signs and they believed in

him.
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Today, the Bible - the Word of God, and the

transformed life of those who believe in Jesus, are
the signs that proclaim Jesus Christ as King.
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Evangelist and author Tony Campolo was in
Honolulu for a speaking engagement.
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Jetlag kept him awake at night so at 3:30 a.m
he was in a diner ordering a donut and coffee
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Shortly after, a group of eight or nine prostitutes
came in.
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They were loud and crude and garishly clad, and
they sat down for a bite and some rest.
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Eventually, Tony overheard one of them say,
“Tomorrow is my birthday. I’'m going to be 39.
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One of her friends shot back, “So what do you
want from me? A birthday party?”
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The first woman replied, “Come on, | don’t want
anything from you. Why do you have to be so
mean. | was just saying, that’s all. Why should
you give me a birthday party? I've never had a
birthday party in my life. Why should | have one

now?”
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After the girls left, Tony asked the man behind
the counter, “Do they come in every night?”
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“Yeah, that’s Agnes. She is here every night.
What of it?”



T%/mfé “BIR2uAEH . RNy A

Z,‘o

Tony said, “It is her birthday tomorrow. Let’s
throw a party for her.”
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The man liked the idea. He and his wife would
provide cake and refreshments, Tony would
come back at 2:30 a.m. with decorations.
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The man’s wife must have gotten word out on
the street because the place was packed with
prostitutes the next night.
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When Agnes came in there was a big shout of
“Surprise!”
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She staggered and her eyes moistened while the
crowd sang happy birthday.
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Just before they were about to cut the cake, she
asked if she could take it home to show her

family.
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After she’d slipped out, there was an awkward
silence until Tony belled out, “What do you say
we pray.”
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Tony prayed for Agnes and her salvation and her
life situation, and that God would be good to her.
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That night, those prostitutes heard about a God
who could give them new relationships based on
sacrificial love rather than physical gratification.
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They heard that God could give them new
wholeness and purity even after they had felt so
empty for so long.
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They heard about a God in whom they could have
faith even though they had lost faith so long ago.
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And they heard all these in the context of a
celebration.
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The Lord who turned water into wine is also
the Lord who brings new faith, new
cleansing, and new level of faith to our lives.
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Has your life
been changed by him?



