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“You shall see
greater things than that”

ALog N
The Gospel of John

1:43-51
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Today's verses mainly record the call of Jesus to
Philip and Nathanael to follow him.
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We see again that Jesus calls people to follow
him through personal relationships.
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He did not attempt to attract people to follow
him by means of political power or religious
system.
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Jesus clearly and surely said that his kingdom
is not of this world. (John 18:36)
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He is not after fame and gain.
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Jesus says, “l have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32)
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He calls, and he invites people to follow him; he
does not coerce and control people.
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Let’s get into the text today:

A. BAZE B LUEA (43-45)

Be the withesses of Jesus
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John 1:43 The next day Jesus decided to leave

for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to
him, ‘Follow me.
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John 1:44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was
from the town of Bethsaida.
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There were many others in the city of Bethsaida.
Why did Jesus have to be “finding" only Philip?
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Although the Bible does not clearly state so, it
Is most likely that it has to do with Andrew’s
and Peter’s mentioning their good friend from
the same town, Philip, to Jesus.
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Jesus’ calling to Philip is “Follow me.”
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Not “Come support me.”
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Christians should be followers, not supporters,
of Jesus Christ.
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45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about
whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the
son of Joseph.
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Philip, who became follower of Jesus, had a desire for
his relatives and friends to come to know Jesus too.
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Take note that Philip wasn’t introducing a total
stranger Nathanael:
Moses wrote about in the Law, and about
whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’

‘We have found the one
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Jesus is the promised Savior of God. Many Jews
believed and waited for the emergence of this
Savior.
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But Jesus is not just the Savior for the Jews. He
is actually the Savior God has prepared for the
world.
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Whether Jews or non-Jews, we all come to know
that Jesus is the Savior based on God's promise
and human witnesses.
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Jesus calls us to be his witnesses!
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Nathanael responded to Jesus
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How did Nathanael react to Philip’s witness?

2] 1:46a F=(ENV XM : [ ERELRE

ARG g ?

John 1:46a ‘Nazareth! Can anything good
come from there?’ Nathanael asked.
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Nathanael could not accept the idea that God
should send the Savior coming through a little
town that had not even been mentioned once
in the Bible (OT).
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Philip did not attempt to argue and win over
Nathanael.
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John 1:46b ‘Come and see,” said Philip.
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Nathanael had a preconceived opinion on
where the Savior should come from. Philip
was willing to give Nathanael the opportunity
to meet Jesus personally.
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Many times people don't just need to hear us
telling them about the gospel of Jesus Christ.
They also need to 'see’ Jesus and 'hear’ Jesus
in us!
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Philip did not know if Nathanael would follow
Jesus after meeting Jesus, but he gave Nathanael
the opportunity to meet Jesus.
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On top of speaking about Jesus, are we willing to
give people the opportunity and time to
encounter Jesus through our life testimony?
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John 1:47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he
said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no
deceit” 48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, ‘l saw you while you were still under the
fig-tree before Philip called you!
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John 1:47a “When Jesus saw Nathanael

approaching...”
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Jesus saw through the heart of man!
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He knows us more deeply than we know

ourselves.
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Nathanael was amazed and asked Jesus, ‘How
do you know me?’
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48b Jesus answered, ‘| saw you while you
were still under the fig-tree before Philip
called you.
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Nathanael’s reaction was also amazing!
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49 Then Nathanael declared, ‘ Rabbi , you

are the Son of God, you are the king of
Israel’




7 AN A EE AP BR K A5 R AR
EF e W

Does it feel like the change in
Nathanael’s attitude towards Jesus was
too sudden”?
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It actually was not so.
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What Nathanael could not accept was that the
Savior was from an unknown town of Nazareth.
It was not that he didn’t believe on the coming
of a Savior.
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That’s why he was willing to go with Philip to
meet Jesus.
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Nathaniel wasn’t sure, he had doubt, but he
wasn’t completely refusing to believe.
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In fact, like Philip, Andrew, Peter and the other
unnamed disciple, Nathanael cared much about,
interested in, and was anticipating the coming of
the Savior.
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He must not have gone to see Jesus with a
careless attitude, but was skeptical, curious, and
coupled with a mixed feelings of anticipation.
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It was in this mood that Jesus accurately
revealed the heart and nature of Nathanael.
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Because Jesus’ words were about Nathanael,
so Nathanael was shocked: right on the mark!
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Moreover, Jesus did not only know the inner

nature of man, but he also knows the external
activities of people.
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From deep within, Nathanael realized
that this Rabbi from Nazareth was
indeed the Son of God and the King
of Israel.
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People need not only Christians to point them to
Jesus, but they also need to have the
opportunity to meet and know Jesus personally.
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We want to give people time and opportunity
to personally come to know Jesus.
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"You will see greater things than these!"
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John 1:50 Jesus said, ‘You believe because | told you |
saw you under the fig-tree. You will see greater things
than that” 51 He then added, ‘Very truly | tell you, you
will see “heaven open, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on” the Son of Man.’
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Jesus was saying to Nathanael:

"Don't assume that now you have known
me fully. You need to keep on knowing
more about me as the Savior!"
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John 1:51 He then added, ‘Very truly | tell
you, you will see “heaven open, and the angels

of God ascending and descending on” the Son
of Man.'
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Here, Jesus referred to a story recorded in
Genesis 28.
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The story tells of Jacob running away from his
brother Esau and rested overnight in a place.
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He dreamed that the angels of God
ascending and descending on a ladder
standing between heaven and earth, and he
heard God talking to him.
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God renewed his previous covenant with
Abraham, and gave Jacob and his
descendants the land in which Jacob was
lying, to prosper and to be a blessing to the
peoples of the earth.
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Drawing on this story, Jesus told the disciples
that they would see greater deed of God in
days to come.
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ney would withess what God was going to

accomplish through Jesus.
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The “greater things than that” is Jesus being
crucified on behalf of mankind, becoming
the ladder that God has prepared for them,
so that through trusting in Jesus they can
come to the Father.
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Jesus answered, “l am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
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Jesus called the disciples to be his
witnesses.

Are we willing to be witnesses of
Jesus?
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It was only after Nathanael had met
personally with Jesus that he realized Jesus
was the promised Savior from God.

Witnesses do not seek others to follow them,
but to bring people to the Lord.
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Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must

be saved. (Acts 4:12)
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Therefore, what we want to
believe in and preach is

Jesus Christ
and him crucitied




