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Generally speaking, when we introduce
ourselves, we introduce our names, where we
come from, and our professions.
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change my name and change my job, am |
still me?
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| believe we would all say that, of course I'm
still me, despite the name and work changes.
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Who is that “me” that remains unchanged?
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Let’s see how John the Baptist saw who he was.




A. BAR... | Am Not.... : (1:19-21)

2y 1:19 AIBFTERICLIICAE Fili: 3t A AM
R FA A 2245 7%[!%'5!%}\@%]@% i

[IRREHE? |

John 1:19 Now this was Jolm’s(testimony)when

the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and
Levites to ask him who he was.
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John the Baptist attracted many to go out to the
wilderness to listen to his preaching and be
baptized by him. This caused concern among the
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem about the influence
of John over the people.
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They sent a delegation made up of priests and
Levites to question him.
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The first question the delegation asked John the
Baptist was:
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Who are you ?!
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John the Baptist could have answered, "l am
John, | preached to the Jews and baptised them,

so they call me John the Baptist."
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He could have added, "l was the son of
Zechariah, who used to be a priest." But he
didn’t answer this way.
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John 1:20 He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, ‘1 am not the Messiah.
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The way John answered the question
indicated that he knew the real question in

their minds.
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They wanted to know if he claimed to be Christ, and
through this, attracted the masses to follow him.
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John’s truthfulness and humility can be seen in the
way he answered them:
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John 1:20 He did not fail to confess,
but confessed freely
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John 1:21 They asked him, ‘Then who are you?
Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘1 am not.” ‘Are you the
Prophet?’

He answered, ‘No.’
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From this, we can see that the delegation already
had their own guesses on who John might be.
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The Jews believed that the prophet Elijah would return
before the coming of the Messiah.
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Malachi 4:5 ‘See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you
before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He
will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the
hearts of the children to their parents; or else | will come
and strike the land with total destruction.
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John the Baptist replied that he was not Elijah

coming back. He also said he was not the
prophet.
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‘that prophet’ refers to the prophet promised in
Deuteronomy 18:15 who would be /like Moses.
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Moses said to the Israelites:
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Deu 18:5 The LORD your God will raise up for you

a prophet like me from among you, from your
fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.
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Many Bible teachers believe that this refers to
Christ.
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The delegation wanted to put the names of
“Christ”, “Elijah” and “the prophet” on John
the Baptist, but he did not let them succeed.
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We see John’s answers to the three questions get
progressively shorter:
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He didn’t want them to focus on him.
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John the Baptist was determined
not to take the opportunity to be
the hero of the people!
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The temptation to exalt yourself in
ministry is a great danger.
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John 1:22 Finally they said, ‘Who are
you? Give us an answer to take back to
those who sent us. What do you say

about yourself?’
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John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet,
‘I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way for the Lord.”
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John the Baptist did not let people
decide who he was.
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He sees who he is according to God's will:
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Isaiah 40:3 A voice of one calling: ‘In the

wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.
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How did John the Baptist know that Isaiah 40:3
is his calling?
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John knew about his calling from his father:
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Luke 1:17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.
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The words of the angel made Zechariah the priest
realise that his son, John, was the one prophesied
in Isaiah 40:3.
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The angel said that John “will go on before the
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah”.
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John the Baptist must have learned from his
father that he was the Elijah prophesied by
Isaiah. Jesus too said he was Elijah.
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And if you are willing to accept it, he is the
Elijah who was to come.
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Why then, in the verse 21, did John answer the
guestion saying he was not Elijah?
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Because he knew that those questioning him had
a wrong perception of the role of the Elijah who

was to come.
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They imagined the Elijah who was to come as
a prominent figure. If John the Baptist had
said that he was Elijah, he would be taken as
admitting that he saw himself greater and of
higher authority than all the Jews at that
time.
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John the Baptist’s “Elijah who was to come” is:
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‘I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Make
straight the way for the Lord.”” (John 1:23)
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He understood himself as only a voice to speak for

Jesus Christ, not a prominent figure to be seen and
attract attention to himself.
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John 1:24 Now the Pharisees who had been
sent 25 questioned him, ‘Why then do you
baptise if you are not the Messiah, nor
Elijah, nor the Prophet?’
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The delegation questioning John the Baptist
wanted to know: since John was not the Christ,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet, on what authority
then did he baptise the Jews?

{E HS B R AR N AU 50 00 1R =& A THI B
ANEZ !

What the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem cared
about was their authority being challenged!
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John 1:26 ‘| baptise with water,” John replied,
‘but among you stands one you do not know.

27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps
of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.
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John shifted the focus from himself to another
person: “among you stands one”.
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| am sure the delegation felt good and
satisfied with the answer from John when he

said “among you stands one”.
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The delegation did not care iuf they didn’t
know who the one mentioned by John was.
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What they cared about was that John
had acknowledged that someone

among them had higher authority,
and was greater than John the Baptist.
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When John mentioned one “among you”
he was referring to Jesus Christ.
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“the straps of whose sandals
| am not worthy to untie”
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“I am not worthy to even
be a slave to him”
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The focus of John the Baptist is not
but “Who HE IS”.

“Who | AM”
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John the Baptist worshiped Jesus Christ.
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It is only when one knows to worship Jesus
Christ that one is able to discern one’s true
identity.
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Therefore, | live my calling according to my
identity : (1:28)
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John 1:28 This all happened at Bethany
on the other side of the Jordan, where

John was baptising.
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Why did the writer of John specifically say
that John the Baptist was baptising and
witnessing at “Bethany on the other side
of the Jordan”?
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The reason is that there were two places

named Bethany: one near Jerusalem and the
other far from Jerusalem, on the other side
of Jordan.
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John the Baptist’s ministry was far away from
Jerusalem, the center of religious and

oolitical power.
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His self-perception, and the motives and
authority of his ministry did not come from the
authority of religious and political systems, but

from the God he worshipped.
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In other words, he is a person with God as
the axis.
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Only in this way was John the Baptist able to be
free from the influence and control of the
corrupted religious and political systems at the
time, and was able to preach God's message and
do what God wanted him to do according to
God's will.
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We touched on three points today:
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Knowing who we aren’t,
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Knowing our identity — The role God wants
us play,
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Faithfully living out our role.
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| hope that each of us here this morning will be
able to live a life with an increasingly clearer
purpose, and an increasingly fulfilling life
through an ever-growing intimate relationship
with God.



