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The Revealer of God
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The Gospel itself does not explain who wrote

the book. But many early church fathers
irectly or indirectly identified the author as
ne apostle John.
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The author mentioned several times in the

book that he was the disciple whom Jesus
loved. (13:23; 19:26; 20:2 21:7,20)
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Biblical scholars infer from the three inner
disciples whom Jesus loved that John was the
author.
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The Gospel of John was written in Ephesus
between 85 and 95 years after the Lord.
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The readers of the Gospel of John include non-
Jews, so some of the words familiar to the
Jews are accompanied by clarifications to help

non-Jews understand them.
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Compared with Matthew, Mark, and Luke,

the Gospel of John focuses more on the
teachings of Jesus than the records of
events, and it is also more theologically
oriented.
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The purpose of the Gospel of John:
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John 20 39 Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in
this book. 3! But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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| hope that before we finish going through
this book, some of our friends here can
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing they may have
life in his name.
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JESUS THE WORD: HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD
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John 1 1In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was with God in the beginning.
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The term "the Word" here refers to Jesus. His
name is mentioned in verse 17.




_ uj;é"n’ E\Z,f/lz uiﬁig‘n’

P BN 1.

— R ORI A Bk IA &

"the Word", or "speech", is generally used to
describe or express things or concepts.
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John 1:1 calls Jesus "t
Jesus is the one who expresses / reveals God.

Rk, mise e I BRER 2 1E
UF: VA

HR &K

ne Word", meaning that
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Jesus is the Revealer of God!
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John 1 18 No one has ever seen God, but God
the One and Only, who is at the Father's side,
has made him known.
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Jesus, the Only Son of God, came to the world
and revealed God the Father through his words
and deeds.
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3 truths about Jesus are declared in verse 1:
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His existence is beyond time — “In the beginning
was the Word”
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He has a unique and intimate relationship with the
Father God — “The Word was with God”
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His nature is God in essence — “The Word was God”
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In this world, we are not lacking in the number

of founding fathers of religions.
However, Jesus came to the world
not to create another religion,
not to be one more religious leader.
He came to reveal God to us,
and to be the Redeemer of the world!
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John 1 3 Through him all things were made; without

him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
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Genesis describes the work of God s creation: “And
God said...”, “And it was so.”
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This shows that God who created everything is
not only the God of great power, but also the
source of all life!
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He created the inanimate as well as animate,
including mankind.
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God is not only the Creator, he is also the Loro
who recreates and transforms!
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Gen 1 'In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters.
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God rebuilt the dark, formless and empty world:
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3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4 God saw that the light was good,

and he

separated the light from the darkness. 5

God called the light “day,” and the darkness he
called “night.” And there was evening, and
there was morning—the first day.
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Comparing John 1:1 with Genesis 1:1:
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Gen 1 1lin the beginning God - '

created the heavens and the
earth.

John 1 tIn the beginning
was the Word, ....
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John is telling us that "the Word" will transform
the life of man just as God had transformed the
world in creation.
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In Gen 1:26 we observe that the work of creation is
accomplished by plural persons, because the Holy Spirit

and the Son Jesus Christ were also invo

lved in creation.
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Gen 1 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our

image, in our likeness, so that they may
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rule over the fish

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and
all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move

along the ground.”
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John 1 3 Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
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Jesus Christ not only participated in the creation
of life, but he came to the world to transform
dark life and turn it into life that shines.
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JESUS THE LIGHT: HIS RELATIONSHIP TO MAN
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John 15 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
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Eph 5:8 says “For you were once darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light.”
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Eph 5:8 does not say we dwelt in darkness nor
does it say darkness surrounded us. It says we
were darkness.
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John 1:5 says that the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
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the meanings of “has not overcome it”:

(a) the ability to conquer and possess
intellectually.
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If you know and understand that 3 is less than 5
you have intellectually conquered that truth and
made it a part of your intellect.
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When you go into a store and see something you want

that costs S5 and you only have S3 on you, you know
you cannot afford to purchase the item.
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If you don't possess 3 less than 5 arithmetic intelligence,
and you only have S3 and see what you like in the store
that costs S5, you happily take the item to the payment
counter and pay $3 and intend to leave, you will be
bringing on quite an embarrassing scene.
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In the same way darkness cannot intellectually

conquer the light.
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When a truth of the light is presented to

darkness, darkness cannot intellectua
spiritually conquer it and possess it. T

ly and

nat is to say,

darkness cannot understand and accept this

truth.
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This is why our testimony must be supported by
earnest and continuous prayer and a message
that is in accordance with the truth of the Bible,

to be used by God.
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If You really love your friends, you will be willing
to study the truth and pray for them frequently.




(b) the ability to conquer and possess
physically.
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This is the truth that we all know in our daily
life experience: Light will always prevail over
darkness. Darkness cannot conquer light.
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No matter how dark the situation, the light of
Christ will overcome it and allow peace and love
to reign in our heart.
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For those of us who are children of God scripture
tells us that now is the time of salvation.
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to go into this darkened world with the
ne precious gospel of Jesus Christ,

shining brightly for His glory.
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Only Jesus Christ can reveal God to us.
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Jesus Christ is the Creator and the Lord who
transforms life.
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Jesus Christ is the light of the world. We want
to reflect the radiance of Christ into the

darkened world through our own lives, “to
shine on those living in darkness and in the
shadow of death” (Luke 1:79).
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John 6 %8 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. ¢ We have come to believe and to

know that you are the Holy One of God.”
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Peter understood and believed that Jesus was
the way that leads man to God. What about you?




