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Be a Witness
to the Gospel
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Colossians begins by speaking about
the preeminence of Christ, then the
position/identity of believers in Christ,
and finally the life/practice of the
believers.
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Today, our text teaches us how to be a
good witness to the gospel.
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To be a good witness to the gospel is
being faithful to the trust the Lord has
on us, and doing the greatest act of love
for others.
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A. EEHVIFHS (4:2)

Devote yourselves to prayer(4:2)
PG 4:2 PRNEZEVIFGE, EIHLEREAE.
Col 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer,
being watchful and thankful.

- REBEA RAMT ARKFERAT 2 EH T
Paul doesn't explain what is prayer or
why believers need to pray.
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He assumes that everyone prays.
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Paul urges believers to adopt three
postures when praying.

1) EEVI#HS

be devoted in prayer

2) BEMEHS

be watchful in prayer

3) BB/ E
be thankful in prayer
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Prayer is a dynamic interaction, not
just a moment of silence. It is as much

a response to God as a request of
God.
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One prays with an obedient faith
preparing to receive God's response.



1) {E5Y]: INE. BY]l, &K, HKL.
be devoted: earnest, urgent, often, not
discouraged.

2) BRE: RPFRAKRR, FEMT.
be watchful in prayer: guard against
temptation, waiting to hear Him.

Al 14:38 SEEFEHS, REAN JERX.
R4 R nﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁwﬂﬁ%T |

Mark 14:38 Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”




3) KA. FEL, MWE. ZFE. WARE,
be thankful in prayer: by faith, look up
to the Lord, entrust and be submissive.

M AJIE Personal testimony:

AEERAEMOEBERS EHL.
Not sure if it was God's will for me to be
a missionary.
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Prayed earnestly for 2 years, reading
the Bible to seek to understand God's

will.

- R, BRTAMEM By BAAREE.
BR, SR ERINBRBIR
For 2 years, heard nothing specific
from God. But, bond with Him grow
deeper.
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“PRE|REREHR—HHAFEIR?

One day, in tears, | asked
God once again: "In which

ministry do you want me to
serve you?"
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Suddenly, there was a voice in my heart
saying, "My son, why do you keep
asking me what | want you do? Look,
the whole world is my harvest field! My
son, what are you willing to do for me?"
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It was then that | knew God wanted me to

offer myself up at my own will as a living
sacrifice to him. | pledged myself before God

to be a cross-cultural missionary for him.
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God called me without forcing or enslaving
me. He asked me to respond to his call
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Although the Lord made me pray and
seek him for two years before | heard
his voice clearly, the 2-year waiting
process was still full of gratitude for the
Lord’'s abundant grace, that was why |
could keep on looking up to him and
keep on praying.
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We also need to pray for each other for
the sake of the gospel:
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Col 4 ? And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our message, so
that we may proclaim the mystery of
Christ, for which | am in chains. 4 Pray
that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should.
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- Paul was imprisoned for preaching the
gospel, but here he is not asking
believers to pray for his release, but for
him and his co-workers to continue to
have the opportunity to preach the
gospel. This is his "not falling into
tempftation™!
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Mat 9 3¢ When he [Jesus] saw the crowds, he
had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,
to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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Prayer should not be self-centered,
but centered on God and His will.

- AR NH CHRE IR, BMNixEE L
WHERRANHOXK.

Even when praying for yourself, you
should ask according God's will.
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The more you know God, the better you can
understand His will. Daily Bible reading and

prayer life is the main way you get to know
God.

- WR EFR—INRERKIRE, 7B,
MBEFFEBERFHITIR .

Knowing God is a process of relationship

growth. It takes time and needs to be
sustained.
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God does not want us to leave the
world, but wants us to be separated
from the world and be a good witness
fo the gospel, not to be lured by the
world. It Is only through prayer that we
are able to be more than conquerors in
facing the world!



B. 2% &6 (4:5)

make the most of every opportunity
(4:5)

7h 4:5 IRIIEZECH, AREES5IAR
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Col 4:5 Be wise in the way you act
toward outsiders; make the most of

every opportunity.
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Paul wants us to pay attention to our
actions and our lifestyle.
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Paul wants us to pay attention to our
actions and our lifestyle.
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Someone says, “Any day, | would rather
see a sermon than hear it.”

35 4:1 BRAFHINEIIRN]: BRRZEH, 77
FAN B/ 5 F BB

Ehp 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, |
urge you to live a life worthy of the
calling you have received.
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75 2L EE R !
Not only your interactions with people, but
your outlook on life is also revealed by your
lifestyle!

- RRAEFEESNMRRE— N RESEFREMAN, &
—ME “RERNAR” REBHER? (1§
26:19)

Your life shows that you are a person who
has hope only in this life, or a believer in
Christ who has a “vision from heaven”?

(Acts 26:19)




AN AMIE Personal testimony:
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Last year, my secondary school
classmates had a gathering - first in 40
years!

- RERBIERNREERERTRZ —.
| accepted the invitation to be one of the
organising commitee members.
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When | learnt that there was a male
student living in the same town who
was paralysed from the waist down due
to an accident, | proposed letting me
visit him and report back to the
commitee.
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This classmate was depressed and had
no interest in contacting anyone.
Through my mobile phone, | asked
other classmates to send greeting
messages to him and | help send his
replies to them.
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| took a classmate who lived in the same
town to visit this classmate who couldn’t

walk, and also informed the local church to
minister to him.

- REVWE—6FIlat, BEEHFME
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| recommend buying him a mobile phone for
him and | would show him how to use his
mobile phone to keep in touch with other
classmates. We did this.
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| also suggested that everyone at the class

reunion party be free to donate money to this

unfortunate classmate to show their care for
him.
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| played a video of the unfortunate classmate
at the class reunion and shared about his

situation. We received a donation of RM
6,000 that evening for him.
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Many classmates were surprised that | would
become a Christian, and am a pastor, and a
missionary! They were grateful that | had
made it possible for them to give towards the
need of our unfortunate classmate.

- REX A WREARMERGHRER, MEHFERS
i N ZABHIZ

| did what | did because Jesus loves me, and
he wants me to share his love with others.
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Not only are people watching how we

act and live, God, angels and Satan are

also watching how we live our life on
earth.

BB EHIF RAEAG?
Are we good witnhesses
to the gospel?




C. ZENISFiA (4:6)

Be gracious to others (4:6)

7H 4:6 NN SEEEETEN, HRE
AN, BRI EE X ERFEE S A
Col 4:6 Let your conversation be always

full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how to answer everyone.

- A5 A\ i 248 A 7 AR EE AR
The way we most use to interact with
people is through conversation.
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Paul says Christians should say kind

words that build people up, and words
that are honest and appropriate.
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"seasoned with salt" means that our
words have content, are not boring,
enhance good relationship, and bring
about harmony.
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Rev. Hudson Taylor hired a boat by the
river and suddenly came a rich man who
also wanted to hire a boat. The boatman
had agreed on the price with Rev. Hudson
so he refused to rent the boat to the rich
man.



- FERANE TR —R, BFE—-2HMITER
BUm&ET L.

The rich man gave Rev. Hudson a glare
and then hit him on the nose.
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The rich man stood with his back facing
the river. Rev. Hudson was angry and
was tempted to give the rich man a push
to drop him into the water.
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But when Rev. Hudson thought of
Jesus, he said to the man: "l wanted to
push you into the water, but the Jesus |
believe in does not allow it. You should
not had hit me because | first agreed
with the boatman on the price, and |
should had the boat.”
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Rev. Hudson continued: "Now | invite

you to cross the river together with me
in the boat | hire."

- AT TIRBEER, LG, —E BB
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The man was deeply embarrassed of his
earlier behavior. He got on the boat, and
listened to Rev. Hudson sharing the
teaching from the Bible the whole way .
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James 1 1° My dear brothers and sisters,
take note of this: Everyone should be
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry, 20 because human anger
does not produce the righteousness that
God desires.
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M 3:2 ERBNAEFZE LAFT
NEFE EEAER, mHiexeEAN, HEE
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James 3:2 We all stumble in many ways.
Anyone who is never at fault in what they
say is perfect, able to keep their whole
body in check.

BRANEMSFAN, £F15. SE LREM !
We must be gracious with our words and
attitudes, to bring glory to the Lord!
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The three main things to be a good
withess to the gospel:

1. ZEYI#HS - RS R
be devoted in prayer - prayer as
foundation;

2. ERWECH - EEF BIR. AE:
make the most of every opportunity
- living with purpose and vitality; .




3. EMIS AN - SENSERRSE.
be gracious to others - a refined manner
in speech and attitude.
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Let us constantly pursue
improvement
in these three aspects and seek

a good witness to the gospel/



