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Last Sunday, we learned from Col 3:12-17 how
believers should treat each other in the church.
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This morning we want to look at Col 3:18-4:1
how believers should treat each other at home.
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Being a Christian is not a performance done in

church, and it is not done to impress people. It
IS a person being constantly transformed by
the Lord in the core of one’s life.
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Col 3:18-4:1 mentions three kinds of family
relationships:

husband & wife, parents & children, and
master & servants.
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Let us get into the first relationship.
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Col 3 18 Wives, submit yourselves to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 1% Husbands,

love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
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Very familiar topic? Already know about it?
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Are you already an exemplary husband
and an exemplary wife?
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Whether your answer is yes or no, the fact is

that we still slip and mess up from time to time,
and we surely can use some reminders every
now and then.




Who is Paul addressing?
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Col 3 18 Wives.... Wives!
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Col 3 19 Husbands.... Husbands!
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What happens when a husband and a wife

chooses to listen to words addressing his/her
partner, and imposes it upon his,'her partner?
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Pillow talk to wives: (All husbands cover your ears!)
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Col 3 18 Wives, submit yourselves to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
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Wife, do it quietly,
don't let your

husband know!
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Husband, don't remind your wife
of God's pillow talk to her!
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Pillow talk to husbands: (All wives cover your ears!)
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Col 3 19 Husbands, love your wives and do
not be harsh with them.
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Husband, do it quietly,

don't let your wife know!
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Wife, don't remind your husband
of God's pillow talk to him!
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Two key principles:

1. HLJ5H BT TEATAIE.

Unilateral fulfillment of duty does not work.
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Requires individuals to self-review, rectify,
sacrifice, and be accountable to God.
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What action to take when there is a problem
between husband and wife?
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Col 3 20 Children, obey your parents in everything,

for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embitter
your children, or they will become discouraged.
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| want to focus on fathers, or parents, because
from birth children are the tutelage of their

parents.
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Let me share some of our experiences:
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From early age, we spent time with our girls,
listening to and answering their questions.
Through physical contacts, words and our
attitude, we often let them know that they
precious to us and our heavenly Father.
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| don't think children can't

understand or care about

many things that adults care

about. The point is, are we

adults willing to spend time finding ways to
patiently put across to them what are in our
mind.
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Punish rarely, only when deserved and
necessary. More on teaching, offer suggestions,
and positive encouragement. Refrain from
excessive use of authority in controling them,
rather guide them with the love of Christ, and
willing to lead by example, willing to admit
mistakes and apologize.
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“Why do you still have bad

temper?”

2. BUE e 1 ml st
Mercy couldn't get into the house after school.

3. K LT L3 H
Leaving the girls in the centre for 3 months.
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Why does God let him born without legs?”

5. AT« Tl EAm !
We are not poor. We are most blessed!

6. VRATTAT ASCRFEA M BRE 2 2 B ) T AR
You can support us in mother tongue Bible
translation.
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“I don't want to go to the girl Bible study.”

8. ‘M ]IS 400K FE HY..”

“They want me to run in the 400m race...”

9. “WETIAE FHZR! 7
“I want to do French horn performance.”
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How can | help my children
become Christians who know

God and love him in greater
measure?
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Outlook on life: lifestyle and attitude.
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Your relationship with God: What do your
children see and hear you do and say?

REZTHIRR: BRI E I E.
Your relationship with your child: bring them
up to be Christ's disciples.
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Col 3 22 S|aves, obey your earthly masters in
everything; and do it, not only when their eye is
on you and to curry their favor, but with
sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.
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Col 3 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters, 24 since you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is
the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Col 3 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid
for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.

Col 41 Masters, provide your slaves with what is
right and fair, because you know that you also
have a Master in heaven.
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"Slaves": Original meaning is “slaves”, not
“servants” as in the Chinese version. At that
time, it was a household economic society
where businesses were conducted from home.
So, the slaves who were kept to do work were a
part of the family.
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Col 3:22-25 address slaves with three commands:

1) JLEI MARMTR B I F N (22)

Obey your human masters in everything (22)

2) et 4, #BE N A (23-24a)
Whatever you do, do it from the heart (23-24a)

3) FiZe EAELE (24b)
Serve the Lord Christ (3:24b)
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The faith the slaves should have in the Lord:

1) 17 OIS

revere the Lord

- (22)
with sincere heart (22)

2) FniE M ETR 1G58 350 N 5 G (24a)
know that they will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. (24a)
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The faith the slaves should have in the Lord:

3) AEIRAT A LA R SRR 296
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know that anyone who does wrong will be
repaid for their wrongs, and there is no
favoritism. (25)
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Col 4:1 addresses masters, requiring them to

provide their slaves with what is right and fair,

because masters themselves also have a Master
in heaven.
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Paul's six roles in the three relationships

require that people lay demands upon
themselves rather than upon others.
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In any relationship and role, Christ must
reign as Lord.










