Becoming A New People

A% 79 3:5-11

Colossians 3:5-11
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Last Sunday, we learned from Col 3:1-4 that
because Christ Jesus died for our sin on the cross,
resurrected, ascended to heaven and seated at the
right hand of God, Christians are given a new
identity and a new life, and received the authority
and freedom to live a life that is dead to sin, and

alive to God.
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The Redemption accomplished
by Christ on the cross

11452 § We received
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new identity, new life;
authority and freedom
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dead to sin, alive to Christ
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Practise it!
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Our identity in Christ drives, motivates and
empowers us to live a victorious life.
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But we must act upon it!
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Put to death earthly nature (3:5-7)

1. H_E A 4E Earthly nature (3:5)
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Col 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry.
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Sexual immorality: All sexual behaviors
outside marriage.
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Impurity: Dirty thoughts, words, acts.
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Lust: Uncontrolled passions.
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Evil desires: Rebellious, desire to do what
are forbidden and destructive.

w2 REHAEZABR T ECHARRE, 2
e B i T HIAE IR .

Greed: The desire to have more for what
doesn’t belong to oneself, is the opposite of
the desire to give.
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greed, which is |dolatry: Because it puts self-
interests and things in God's place.
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Paul says to “put to death”
W3- all these sinful desires.




VERHE 6 I EMKIZE), & W5 AKX LT
HIT e A — 5Kk 10 EREDEE FEIE N T IE

Yesterday at 6 o'clock in the morning, | was
doing my walking exercise. | noticed a 10-dollar
bill on the ground by the roadsidein front of
the yard of a house, under the flower shrubs.
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“Wow, | get $10 delivered to the door for
doing exercise!”
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But | immediately thought of the Lord, thought
of God’s word:
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BENBE ). (ﬁ 16:8)

| keep my eyes always on the LorD. With
him at my right hand, | will not be shaken.
(Psalms 16:8)
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| passed by the $10 bill twice and each time |
set the Lord before me.




#( At put to death:
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Slay utterly, decisively, with a sense of
urgency. Don’t hesitate!
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This is not a do-it-once in a lifetime act, but
one is to decisively put a sinful desire to
death each time it raises its head!
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Col 3 ® Because of these, the wrath of God is
coming. ’ You used to walk in these ways, in the
life you once lived.
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A warning and reminder, because God cares
about you.
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These sins belong to your former life, not your
new life.



B. 445847 Rid of sinful actions (3:8-10)

1. 3847 Sinful actions (8-9a)
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Col 3 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of
all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips. 3 Do
not lie to each other,
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Anger: Long-lasting anger, refuses to be pacified.
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Rage: temper; sudden anger which is quickly
kindled and just as quickly dies.
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Malice: a mean-spirited attitude or disposition.




S X —AN A g B A B R BB
Slander: an abusive attack on a person’s
character or good name.
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Filthy language: dirty, lavatorial speech.
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lie to each other:
ill-will falsehood.




2. JR[Al Reason (9b-10)
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Col 3 °® since you have taken off your old self with
its practices 1% and have put on the new self,
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“taken off your old self ” “put on the new self ”:
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Vivid imagery: Take off the dirty clothes, put on
new clothes.
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Don’t press the imagery too far, for we know
that the sinful nature is still with us.
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In daily life, we often need to change into

clean clothes. | hope you like to often change
into clean spiritual clothes.
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A wife was cleaning up the living room and
complained: “I had wiped it just yesterday and it
is already full of dust. How wonderful it would
be if you can just wipe it once and there will be
no more dust forever!"



Her husband overheard her and responded,
“Cleaning is a way of life, not an event.”
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Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to
God in Christ Jesus (Rom 6:11)

e —MEEFEAEF TR

is a way of Christian life.
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Col 2 1% which [the new self] is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator.
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“being renewed in knowledge”:

o NI AR B 22, M 215 1 FF 22 1)
B o R AR 1 A Y 3

This new self does not decay or grow old but
by constant renewal grows to be more and
more like its Creator.
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When they [people from the town and countryside]
came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been
possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there,
dressed and in his right mind;
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Let us be normal people who

change clothes and love
wearing clean set of clothes.




C. RAFHITFR

Becoming a new people (3:11)
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Col 3 **Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or
free, but Christis all, and is in all.
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“barbarian” : non-Greek, a foreigner.
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V=% * The most uncivilized people from
far away.

“Scythian” :
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“but Christis all, and is in all”:
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We are a new people of God, his church, no
longer divided by race, religion, geographical
origin, social status, or gender!
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The apostle Paul urges us to put to death
whatever belongs to our earthly nature and to
rid ourselves of sinful actions. He tells us to
take off our old self and put on our self. He

reminds us that we have become the new
people, the church, of God.
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How to take off old self and put on new self?
How to overcome desires and sinful actions in

daily life?
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Count yourselves dead to sin but alive
to God in Christ Jesus (Rom 6:11)
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A priest encountered a drunkard in the street.
The drunkard pulled the priest aside, said he
was a Christian, read a few Bible verses from
memory, and commanded the pastor to preach
the gospel, all in slurred speech, drawing stares

from passersby.
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Is the drunkard a good witness for Christ?
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Are we a good witness for Christ in getting
rid of sins as individuals, and in uniting in
love as a church of Christ?
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Would passersby stared at us
as If we are drunkards?




