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- Paul’s Labhour for the Church
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REJBH5 1:24 — 2:5
Colossians 1:24 - 2:5 :
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Paul wants the believers of Colossian
church to have confidence in the gospel
preached to them, and to know that it is

sufficient and complete.
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He wants them to know that they are
God's precious people.

R LA T HIE R 2 SR 2 R B AR
i1, 15235 1.

Paul lets them know that he was sent by
God to love them and suffer for them.
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The Church — the apple of God’s eye

R B Z U = KSR RITEH 2 A
FARA. EREBE R H S

Paul wants the believers of Colossian
church to know how much God loves
them. Believers are the church of God.
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The Darling of God — the Church:

» RINHFRERIHEXKE. (24a)

Paul rejoiced in suffering for it. (24a)

» BB AHEZE. (24b)
Christ suffers for it. (24b)
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The Darlmg of God — the Church:

R AR ANEXK). (25a)

Paul became its servant (25a)

HRIRRE R = HIAN . (25b)

God commissioned Paul to be a
servant for the church. (25b)
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The Darllng of God — the Church:

7] B2 2 B RS 1 B E. (26-27)
God disclosed the mystery to it. (26-27)

B AT IR RN
It’s through the gospelthat the church
becomes the apple of God’s eye!
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Christ — the mystery of the gospel

RE G JLIRRE] R, RITARRE?

Paul mentions the “mystery” a couple of
times, what does it mean?
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| BB R — BB M
| The fact that now gentiles

i are a part of God’s plan for
| salvation!
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Although God had hinted at this mystery
to the OT prophets sporadically, people
did not understand this mystery until
Christ died and was resurrected.
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(5% ¥ 8:19-21)

In Col 1:20, we learn that this
mystery also includes through Christ

all things are reconciled to God!
(See Rom 8:19-21)
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g, Col 1:20 and [God] through him [Christ] to
- |reconcile to himself [God] all things, whether .
things on earth or things in heaven, by making z

peace through his [Christ] blood, shed on the
Cross.
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| This is what Paul means when he says he wants
. | to present the word of God in its fullness (25):
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the gospel is given to the gentiles too;

DL S

the gospel reconciles all things to God.
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. | Paul summarizes this mystery with a sentence in
i | Col 2:2:

|
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- | My goal is that they may be encouraged in
heart and united in love, so that they may have
. | the full riches of complete understanding, in
order that they may know the mystery of God,
| namely, Christ,
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| Col 1:26 the mystery that has been kept hidden

" |for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to
' the Lord’s people.

BRANELERE I FRAEM
B B JB R AR
Believers do not need to look outside of the
gospel for any “secret spiritual knowledge”.
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Labour — sharing Christ’s suffering

79 1:24 BLER NIRRT, BIWKE; IF
HAREBERNG&, e gﬁ%‘ﬁﬁ
AP FE B IR

Col 1:24 Now | rejoice in what | am suffering
for you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still
lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church.
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. “fill up in my flesh what is still lacking
|in regard to Christ’s afflictions”

| F R HRERAE M2 FER TAEE

Rk, R

| Not that the deat rist on the cross is
|incomplete and to make it up!
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" Jesus Christ has accomplished salvatlon on
the cross:

|#9 19:30 BRERS2 T I0EE, B [T

MRk, BRI
. | John 19:30 When he had received the drink,

| Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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What is this “lacking in regard to Christ’s |
afflictions”?
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It is the ongoing suffering of the church
as the witness of Christ on earth.
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Why “the suffering of the church” is

being called “the suffering of Christ”?
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| Christ suffers with the church when it suffers:

|tk 9:3-4 HETH, WAKDE, BRARE |
| ok, MEREA MM, VTRAE
1 . (85! 88 FAHEEBER? |

| Acts 9:3-4 As he [Paul] neared Damascus on his
5 journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
" around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
.| voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
¥ persecute me?”
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* | What Paul wants to “fill up” is the affliction
. | of suffering for the church.

R AR BEANEIR i 6:0-11 B
| BTHREI M 0 B HOSCH

_ | It is also likely that what Paul would like to
| fill up is the number of those who are to be
. killed specified by God in Rev 6:9-11.
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How did Paul and his co-workers labored
for the church?

RMNRAEEFHESFT ERT

How, do we labour for the church?
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a) 7':l$r

| for all who have not met me personally.

. | Paul loved those the Lord loved — Paul loved God.
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Col 2:1b ....I want you to know how hard | am
contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and
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) RIS, OIS (129, 2:1) |
. | by the power of God, struggling

|7 1:20 RUHMITE, HEMER LT
‘ j(ﬁtsﬁlb‘ﬁ%jj o
Col 1:29 To this end | strenuously contend with all
%/ the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

R EMPSTERR LT - SHEL.
Paul struggled with God’s power — working
with God.
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c) %ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ%’% with all wisdom (1:28a)
|7 1280 RAELM, RAHRIMEE, LH |
BN, HEZA....

\a Col 1:28a He is the one we proclaim, admonishing |
" and teaching everyone with all wisdom.....

pa—

| HEBNERARYE - BRAEAE. |
5 Using various ways wisely — proactive and ]

creative.
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present everyone perfect in Christ
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74 1:28b ... B3 S AFER
i@ﬁ-%o

Col 1:28b ....so that we may present everyone
| fully mature in Christ.

FPTBER IR - LR
Ministry with a clear purpose — according to
God’s will.
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%Z‘ME{% to bwld bellevers up (2.2-4)

B 2:2 B OB LR, B O AR,
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HAMH R RS, BRREE;

Col 2:2 My goal is that they may be encouraged

* |in heart and united in love, so that they may

| have the full riches of complete understanding,

~ | in order that they may know the mystery of

God, namely, Christ,
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Col 2:4 | tell you this so that no one may deceive | &
| you by fine-sounding arguments. &
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Being encouraged + Loving one another
+ Knowing Christ ---» Mature
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8 515 Concluding: RV BN SR
MRZiEFBATEZR] Paul shows us that:

' a) HAREHRTFMEA,
The church is the apple of God’s eye;
. b) BEEHRBREEE,
, ?;: The mystery of the gospel is Christ,
o REERMEEBOMIMA.

, By the strength from God, Paul served
as the falthful servant of the Lord







